Minutes of first EMTEL II Meeting

June, 15th and 16th 2000

London School of Economics and Political Science

The first EMTEL meeting was organised over two days, to deal extensively with three main 

areas of concern: administrative matters, crucial in this early phase of the Network; academic content, presentation and co-ordination of the research activities of different centres; integration of Network research in the wider scientific community and industry.  
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Presentations given by members of the Network are available on EMTEL Website, at http://www.lse.ac.uk/depts/media/emtel/ 

Participants to the meeting - Network members

Prof. Roger Silverstone 
Media@LSE, London School of Economics

Network Co-ordinator

Mr. Wainer Lusoli

Media@LSE, London School of Economics


Network Research Officer

Dr. Yves Punie

SMIT - Brussels

Mr. Marc Bogdanowicz 
IPTS - Seville

Prof. Knut Sørensen 

NTNU - STS - Trondheim

Prof. Anne-Jorunn Berg
NTNU - STS - Trondheim

Prof. Kees Brants 

ASCOR - Amsterdam 

Dr. Valerie Frissen

TNO - Delft

Prof. François Pichault
LENTIC - Liège


Prof. Paschal Preston

COMTEC - Dublin

Participants to the meeting - Invited guests and speakers
Dr. Leslie Haddon

Media@LSE, London School of Economics 

Mr. John Deer
Research and Project Development Division, London School of Economics

Dr. Andy Pratt


Department of Geography, London School of Economics

Ms. Sally Davis

British Telecom

Dr. Stephen Coleman

Hansard Society for Parliamentary Government

Program of the meeting

Thursday 15th June 2000

09,30 - 10,00
Welcome and introductions. New members of the Network (in respect with EMTEL I) introduce themselves to other participants.

10,00 - 12,00

Overture by Professor Roger Silverstone. 

Professor Silverstone, EMTEL co-ordinator, reports on the contents of a meeting for Network co-ordinators held in Brussels on June, 9 2000.  His presentation covers the following topics,  

· 5th Framework Programme, Research training Networks. Primary objectives, range of research opportunities, funding and priorities.

· EMTEL: aims and ambitions in relation with the contract, and specific deliverables. Key deliverables and final deliverables.

· Timetable, schedule of meetings and structure of the Work Plan.

· Composition and functions of the Steering Committee (not mandatory). 

· Centrality of young researchers in the Network: recruitment and training of young researchers as a priority for the success of the network. Eligibility conditions and eligible costs. Young researchers' person-month as a key variable.

12,00 - 12,30

First presentation -NTNU Trondheim

Prof. Sørensen and Prof. Berg present the work package "ICTs and the flexibilities of everyday life". A discussion follows the presentation. 

12,30 - 13,00

Second presentation - SMIT Brussels

Dr. Yves Punie presents the work package "Youth and e-commerce: creating consumerism". A discussion follows the presentation. 

14,00 - 14,40
Administrative introduction by Professor Roger Silverstone, followed by a discussion on the themes introduced. The main points discussed were as follows

· Eligible costs, centrality of young researchers in budget allocation and marginality of indirect costs in the overall budget. Personnel and mobility costs of young researchers, networking and indirect costs.

· Payments (advance, periodic, final) and reporting (periodic, mid-term, final)

· Necessity of an integrated strategy for the recruitment, common starting date of young researchers contracts. Job description and co-ordination of recruitment.

· Final advertising of post doctoral fellowships.

14,40 - 16,00

Administrative details given by Mr. John Deer. A questions and answers session follows, given the importance of the topic. 

· Monetary aspects of the network

· Chapters available and balance keeping

· Overall policy of the Commission as concerns expenditures and variations on the contract.

16,00 - 16,30

Third presentation - IPTS Seville
Mr. Bogdanowicz introduces the work package "Ubiquitous computing". A discussion follows on the integration of the three work packages presented, in the framework of Thematic Project 1:  "Living and Working in the Information Society". Future perspectives and the role of Young researchers are discussed.

16,30 - 17,00

Fourth presentation - COMTEC Dublin
Prof. Paschal Preston presents work package "The WWW and public communication". The bridging nature of this Work Package is discussed by the participants, and attention is drawn on COMTEC previous experience of international co-operative research efforts.

18,00 - 19,00

Presentation by Ms. Sally Davis

Director, Group Internet and Multimedia, British Telecom 

Topic: 
Telecommunications landscape in Europe, the evolution of Net use. Ms. Davis illustrates market trends of industry development and user behaviour as regards ICTs in Britain and Europe. The presentation is followed by a lively discussion, mainly based on the different theoretical perspectives of academics and industry leaders on ICTs and everyday life. The discussion  touches upon different models of technology development and user adoption. This debate concludes the first working day of the meeting. (This presentation is not available online due to confidentiality reasons)

Friday 16th June 2000

09,30 - 10,00

Presentation by Dr. Stephen Coleman

Director of Studies, The Hansard Society for Parliamentary Government, and 

Director of Hansard Society's Parliament and the Electronic Media programme. 

Topic: 
Online parliamentary consultation and Euvoice project. Dr. Coleman presents the theoretical framework for and the practical implementation of 3 online consultations run by the Hansard Society for the British parliament. (This presentation is not available online due to confidentiality reasons)

10,00 - 10,30

Fifth presentation - ASCOR-TNO Amsterdam

Dr.  Frissen presents the work package "ICTs and participation". A discussion  follows, linking this work package to the former presentation, and Dublin Work package, on the socio-political implication of ICTs. Possible collaborative efforts are discussed.

11,00 - 11,30

Sixth presentation - LENTIC Liege
Professor Pichault presents the work package "ICT and the less abled in everyday life". Methods of research are discussed extensively, and two centres of the network are indicated as in the network, Delft-Amsterdam and Liège.

11,30 - 12,00

Seventh presentation - Media@LSE    - Discussion

Professor Silverstone presents the work package "Minority media". Discussion follows on the integration of  the work packages discussed in this session within Thematic Project 2:  "Inclusion and Exclusion in the Information Society". Discussants focus their attention on integrable research modules, which should be designed to facilitate the co-ordination and integration of empirical results of different work packages. Crucial to this objective is the training, linguistic and scientific, and the mobility and flexibility of the young researchers. 

12,00 - 12,50
Academic round-up session. The lines of thought emerged during the meeting are finalised in a coherent set of planned co-operative efforts (see outcomes). Common guidelines and timetable for the recruitment and training of young researchers are drafted, on the base of the Contract. Along with the scientific aspects dealt with during the two days, the following was agreed by the participants in this pahse:

Crucial responsibilities in the Network were identificated:

1. Post doctoral Fellows: draft reports and final Key deliverables.

2. Methodology final deliverable: LENTIC, Liege.

3. Overall report: Media@LSE. 

Training of Post-Doc Fellows is a joint responsibility of all Centres of the Network (in the form of seminars, their participation to language courses in the host country, research training activities of the centres and, as a priority, the training sessions held at the network meetings).

12,50 - 13,00

EMTEL Website - Introduction to its main functions (internal, co-ordination, public presence and institutional contact) by Mr. Lusoli. Further development to the site are discussed and decided upon by participants.

13,30 - 15,00

Administrative round-up session. The following administrative themes were summarised during this phase:

· Every Centres has a clear idea on how to recruit Post-Doc Fellows, recognise the importance of nationality criteria (responsibility of the centres to ascertain them) and age of the applicants (that can be extended for educational reasons and exceptional cases).

· Deadlines for the recruitment process were fixed: 30th June for LSE and Dublin, 14th of August for the other centres. Deadlines can be deemed to be flexible, and different rounds of recruiting may be necessary if candidacies are poor in terms of number and quality.

· A time slot for the appointment of Post-Doctoral Fellows were agreed, between November, 1 2000 and January,1 2001.  This was thought to allows both for the co-ordination of Fellows activities, as they are appointed approximately at the same time and the possibility of different centres to recruit according to institutional regulations and timing.

· Decided to share the names of applicants, but not their application data, due to privacy and data treatment reasons. Names are circulated amongst centres weekly, by the co-ordinating centre, Media@LSE. Cross advertising of possible candidates, and support of strong candidates for appointment at multiple centres. Candidates should express their preference for centres while they apply for the position.

· It was agreed that draft ads for the recruitment should be made available to all centres, to co-ordinate and homogenise the advertising of the positions. At the time of the meeting three draft ads were available as templates.

· Approximate dates for next EMTEL meeting were fixed, 

1. February 2001 in Amsterdam (see below for details)

2. June 2001 in Trondheim.

3. November 2001 in Seville.

4. Spring 2002 in Dublin.

and a structure was devised to cope with the training requirements of the network. Meeting should comprise 3 main parts: administrative sessions, intellectual workshops and methodology sessions. External speaker, with expertise in the area of ICTs should be invited to join the meeting.

· The next meeting was planned in Amsterdam (February, 14th to 16th  2001). The Steering Committee first meeting, the first meeting of Post-doctoral Fellows and the first common training session of the Network will be central events. A tentative program for the meeting was agreed.

Suggested timetable for the meeting:

Wednesday 14th February

PM - Introduction to the Network. Parallel sessions: meeting of the Steering Committee and Post-Doc joint presentation and familiarisation.

Thursday 15th February

AM - Thematic discussion on the proposal Inclusion-exclusion.

PM - Work in progress at different centres, first days of the Post-Docs. Discussion of the structure of the deliverables.

Friday 16th February

AM - Methodology session.

PM - Administrative session.

Round-up session.

· A Steering Committee was set up, composed by a designated person for each of the 7 Centres.  

1. Prof. Roger Silverstone 
Media@LSE 
Network co-ordinator

2. Dr. Valerie Frissen 


 ASCoR - TNO 

3. Prof. Anne-Jorunn Berg 

 NTNU - SINTEF

4. Prof. François Pichault

 LENTIC 



5. Mr. Marc Bogdanowicz

 IPTS


6. Prof. Jean-Claude Burgelman

 SMIT

7. Prof. Paschal Preston


 COMTEC
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