EMTEL II Second Meeting – Programme

Programme of second EMTEL II meeting

February, 15th to 17th 2001

Amsterdam School of Communication Research (ASCoR)

Universiteit van Amsterdam

The second EMTEL II meeting develops over three days to deal with two main areas of concern, particularly important at the off-set of research activities. First, methodological training of Young Researchers, crucial in relation with the objectives of the Network, covers the whole length of the meeting; second, the harmonization of EMTEL academic content: presentation of state of the art of research activities by the Research Fellows, and extensive discussion of issues of temporal and thematic co-ordination of different Centres’ research activities. A Chair takes charge of each day’s discussion, who sets the tempo of presentations and discussions. The meeting features a presentation from a representative of the European media industry and three European academics. 

The first meeting of EMTEL II Steering Committee concludes the event. The SC meets at the end of plenary work to sum up developments and draft the guidelines for Network activities in the next six months. Minutes of the SC meeting are separately available.
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The Programme will be circulated electronically, and stored on EMTEL Website. Presentations given by members of the Network, and invited guests will be shortly available on EMTEL Website, at http://www.lse.ac.uk/depts/media/EMTEL/
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Thursday 15th February 2001

09,00
Dr. Valerie Frissen (Chair) welcomes participants, sets the agenda for the day and  invites everyone to introduce themselves. New members of the Network (in respect with EMTEL I and EMTEL II first meeting) introduce themselves to other participants.

09,15 – 09,30
Overture by Network co-ordinator. Professor Silverstone reports on the state of Network, and introduces the themes to be discussed in the following days.

09,30 – 15,15

Session 1: Presentation of research projects.
Research Fellows report on the progress of their work. Presentations vary in depth and length, since the researchers are at different stages of their work, due to different appointment dates. Discussion follows each presentation to provide feedback to researchers, and lay the basis for following integration of individual projects in the wider EMTEL research framework.

09,30 - 10,45

Session 1.1 

First presentation –  SMIT Brussels

Ms. Hartmann presents the work package “Youth and e-commerce: creating consumerism”. She explores possibilities and difficulties of researching youth and novel practices of consumerisms which new media enable (file sharing, messaging, e-consumption). A discussion follows.  

Second presentation – IPTS Seville 

Dr. Punie presents the work package “Ubiquitous computing”. He explores the changing concepts in the field of technological forecasts: from ubiquitous computing to ambient intelligence. He reports on the scientific research milieu at IPTS, and the research possibilities it enables, with a view on possibilities for integration with other work packages. A discussion follows.

11,15 – 12,30

Session 1.2
Third presentation – NTNU Trondheim
Dr. Berker presents the work package “ICTs and the flexibilities of everyday life”.  Reports on the state of the project, focused on tele-work, and the changing technological and social landscape of tele-work. A discussion follows. 

Fourth presentation – COMTEC Dublin
Dr. Ward presents work package “The WWW and public communication”. She illustrates the concept of public participation she will employ in her research, and the tentative empirical setting of her work. A discussion follows on life-style politics and ICTs, and the position of the household in mediating political processes via new media.

13,30 – 15,15

Session 1.3
Fifth presentation - ASCOR-TNO Amsterdam

Dr. Stephens presents the work package “ICTs and participation”. The work is likely to be a comparative study on city politics, as enacted through ICTs in Amsterdam and Manchester. A discussion  follows, linking this work package to the former presentation, on the socio-political implication of ICTs. Possible collaborative efforts are discussed, and a conceptual division of labour is prospected, and debated.

Sixth presentation - Media@LSE London
Dr. Georgiou presents the work package “Minority media”. She illustrates the main concerns of her work, the mapping of European minority media (production and consumption). She reports on the progress of her effort, and asks for the collaboration of other research centres, raising the issues of inter-centre cooperation and mobility of researchers. Discussion follows.

Seventh presentation - LENTIC Liège
Professor Pichault presents the work package “ICT and the less abled in everyday life”. He introduces the prospective researcher, and her competence in the specific field of study. Methods of research are discussed extensively, and two centres of the network are indicated in the network, Delft-Amsterdam and Liège.

15,45 – 17,15

Session 2 : Research methodology 

Four external experts from academia and industry, explore issues connected with research methodology: industry technological forecasts, the empirical process and theoretical specificities of comparative research, and doing research in virtual environments. 

Session 2.1 Researching the future
Dr. Andreas Fruchtl, Philips Design.

Topic: Future forecasts on consumer (cultural) attitudes. Scenario building: multi-layer perspective on consumer attitudes to brands, and product strategy (in the case of ICT products). Consumer trends, cultural trends, socio-dynamic trends and paradigm cover changing attitudes from two-three months to generation overlapping time spans. An industrial age vs. knowledge age paradigm is postulated. Discussion follows on multiple aspects of the presentation.

17,15 – 17,30

Day final round-up

Dr. Frissen summarises the  results of the first day. She highlights the issues of integration and co-operation which have emerged through the presentations and discussion that will transit to the  following day agenda.

19,00

Professor Holli Semetko, Head of Department (Communication Science, Universiteit van Amsterdam) welcomes EMTEL members to the University of Amsterdam and  highlights the importance of studies on new media and society. 

Friday 16th February 2001

09,00
Dr. Paul Rutten (Chair) welcomes external speakers, sets the agenda of the day on comparative research and Internet research ethics, and  leaves the floor to the first speaker. 

9,30 – 12,30

Session 2.2 Comparative research

Professor van der Eijk introduces concepts and practices from quantitative comparative research, from a perspective in international politics. He introduces the theory and practice of contextual comparative research, proper names substitution, and explicates the concepts and techniques for maximising explanation of variance. Discussion follows on the applicability of the concepts and routines introduced , the importance of context for EMTEL scientific aims and the lesson to be learned from the quantitative comparative research tradition.

Professor Bilteryst explores the difficulties of building successful co-operative scientific enterprises, in a comparative perspective. He touches upon the relevant aspects of project co-ordination, division of labour, collection of data, analysis of results and dissemination. Discussion intertwines with and follows the presentation, drawing upon Dr. Bilteryst’s experience, and the lessons that can be learnt for EMTEL. The issue of shared responsibility is especially discussed.

13,30 – 14,45

Session 2.3 Internet research ethics

Dr. Nick Jankowski presents on ethical issues in virtual ethnography. He explores the difficulty of translating the traditional ethical guidelines in cyberspace, and the different approaches of American and European researchers (with a mapping of leading scholars working in the field). A discussion follows on different types of ethics, and the controversial positions of moral boundaries around research.

15,15 – 17,30 

Meeting summary and conclusions
The two Chairs distill the principal themes which have emerged in the past two days. A discussion follows: tentative conclusions are drawn and further questions are asked.
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