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1.1. Personnel Costs  (See Article 18 of Annex II to the contract)
The Commission finances the temporary appointment of young foreign researchers who are appointed in the frame of the network Project. All such appointments are to be made in accordance with national legislation and the internal rules (including pay and conditions) of the Participant concerned. Exceptionally a fellowship or grant may be offered to the young researcher, if this is in line with national legislation. 

Only the following items for personnel costs are eligible:

· the actual salaries or grants paid to the young researcher,
· any social charges and pension costs related to his appointment,

· any registration or tuition fees specific to his appointment,

· relocation (moving) costs of a young researchers when he is taking up his appointment at a Participant,
· travel costs of a young researcher (public transport costs or equivalent) for one visit to its home scientific community, per nine-monthly period of his  appointment by a Participant. Only travel to a Member State or Associated State will be reimbursed. 

For the personnel costs of a young researcher to be charged to the Project, the following conditions must all be satisfied:

Age limit. The young researcher must be aged 35 years or less at the time of his appointment by a Participant in the frame of the network contract. An allowance to this age limit may be made for compulsory military or civil service (the actual time spent in service) or child care (a maximum of two years per child for the actual time spent off work), 

Qualification.  He must be a holder of a doctoral degree or of a degree, obtained from a university or equivalent institution of higher education, which qualifies him to embark on a doctoral degree, 

Nationality.  He must be a national of a Member State of the Community or of an Associated State4 or have resided in one of the Member States for the last five years prior to his appointment by a Participant in the frame of this contract, 

International Mobility. He must not be a national of the state in which the Participant’s research team appointing him is located and he must not have carried out his normal activities in that state for more than 12 of the 24 months prior to his appointment, 

Timing.  His appointment must be temporary and for a fixed-term starting on or after the project commencement date, 

Content of Work. He must be appointed specifically either to carry out research associated with the Project or to assist the Principal Contractor in the scientific co-ordination of the Project.
The appointment of young researchers does not require the prior approval of the Commission. However, each Participant must respect the above mentioned eligibility criteria when appointing a young researcher. 

Personnel costs are to exclude the costs of all other persons employed by or working in the research teams of the Participants. In particular, the personnel costs of general administrative, clerical and secretarial staff as well as technical support staff can not be financed.

1.2. Costs linked to Networking  (See Article 19 of Annex II to the contract)
The cost categories summarised under this heading may be charged to the Project only to the extend that they relate to the networking and the young researchers associated with the Project.  They comprise: 

(1)
Travel and subsistence costs 

Costs for the following activities can be reimbursed under this category: 

· mobility of those research staff and technical support staff, working on the Project in the Participants’ teams concerning :

-
meetings with other Participants in the Project,





-
secondments between the Participants of young researchers,





-
secondments between the Participants of more experienced researchers and technical support staff not exceeding three months,



-
representation of the Project at international workshops, seminars and conferences;

· interviewing prospective young researchers for an appointment by a Participant;

· inviting young researchers who are or had previously been appointed by a Participant and who are requested to take part in the Mid-Term Review Meeting.of the contract 
· inviting external experts participating in a network meeting, seminar or workshop of the Participants.


Travel and subsistence shall be charged to the contract in accordance with the normal internal rules and procedures of the Participant concerned. Travel and subsistence costs may not be charged for mobility within a single state, unless the mobility concerns a young researcher or a meeting of the Project at which all Participants are to be represented.
The prior agreement of the Commission shall be required for any travel outside (to or from) the territory of the Member States and the Associated States or a third country where a Participant is established. The only exception will be made for travel which was specified in Annex I as being necessary for the execution of the Project and which is in line with allowable travel as defined in Article 19.1.

The approval of the Commission shall be deemed as given in the absence of observations within one month of receipt of the written request made by the Principal Contractor.

(2)
Subcontracting

A subcontract means a contractual arrangement between a Participant and a third party to pay in full for that third party to carry out work on the Project. Unless the subcontract has been specified in the Annex I to the contract, the prior approval of the Commission is required: 

a) 
for any subcontract where the subcontractor is established in a third country, unless a Participant is established there. 

b) 
when all the subcontracts placed by a Participant cumulatively exceed 20% of its estimated eligible costs or 50,000 Euro, whichever amount is the lower.  

The Participants have to ensure, that subcontracts include an obligation for the subcontractor to submit invoices making reference to the project and giving details of the service or supply concerned and that the subcontractor submits to audits by the Commission. Copies of the subcontractor’s invoices are to be certified by the Participant concerned and to be attached to the cost statements. 

No subcontract may be concluded for the performance of co-ordination tasks pursuant to this contract. 

 (3)
Consumables

Those costs relating to consumables necessary for the execution of the Project can be charged to the contract. However, the costs of day-to-day telephone and postal services as well as the costs for routine and minor usage of computing and consumables are not eligible, as they are deemed to be included in the contribution to indirect costs (overheads).

(4)
Computing

Computing costs include the costs resulting from the use of computer services and media at the disposal of Participants. They must be substantiated in accordance with the rules applicable to the Participants.
(5)
Protection of knowledge
The costs of the protection of knowledge generated in the framework of the Project shall comprise the actual costs necessary for adequate and effective protection for such knowledge, taking into account the interests of the Community.  They shall be eligible only in so far as the Commission has given its prior written approval to the contractors and in so far as the competition rules, in particular those under the Community framework for State aid to research and development, are complied with. 

They comprise:

-
the costs of documentary research preliminary to the filing of an application for the granting of an industrial property right,

-
the fees paid to the competent authorities that are necessary with a view to the granting of an industrial property right or its territorial extension, provided that prior documentary research, as referred to in the first indent, has been carried out,

and

-
the fees paid to the competent authorities to extend the duration of the industrial property right.

The costs of protection of knowledge and measures to demonstrate the potential for use of knowledge exclude also the costs of creating and marketing a product or process and the costs of creating and providing a service.

(6)
Durable equipment
Costs relating to the purchase or leasing with option to buy of durable equipment may be charged to the contract with the prior approval of the Commission, but only if it is used to equip a Participants’research team situated in a Less-Favoured Region5 of the Community in which an ex Marie Curie Fellow is an active team member. 

The eligible costs for durable equipment leased with option to buy shall not exceed the costs that would have been incurred if the equipment had been purchased, taking account of the formula below. 

The costs to be charged to the contract shall be calculated according to the following formula:

A/B x C x D

A =
the period in months during which the durable equipment is used for the Project after invoicing,

B =
the depreciation period for the durable equipment: 36 months for computer equipment costing less than EUR 25 000 or 60 months for other equipment,

C = 
the actual cost of the durable equipment,

D = 
the percentage of usage of the durable equipment for the Project.

The durable equipment may have been purchased or leased with option to buy:

-
within the six months preceding the project commencement date,

-
for a previous contract concluded with the Community, provided that the depreciation period has not been exceeded. Only the costs relating to the unexpired depreciation period may be charged.

(7)
Other Specific Costs
· International workshop, seminar and conference fees for research staff of the Participants when representing the Project at such events.

· Costs of exchanging information between the Participants, including the costs of information transfer systems and the costs of newsletters.

· Costs of joint publications, aimed at disseminating the collective results of the setting up and maintaining a site on the Internet, the access to electronic-based project (the costs of publishing the results of an individual Participant will not be supported).

· User fees for the access to external scientific research facilities.

· Costs of exchanging materials and reference products between the Participants.

4			Associated States are at present (June 2000) Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Israel, Bulgaria, the Republic of Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania and Slovakia. For latest information please consult www.cordis.lu/fp5/src/3rdcountries.htm


5 	The list of Less-Favoured Regions is given in the Guide for Proposers for Research Training Networks.
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