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BACKGROUND AND RESEARCH INTERESTS

My academic background is in Sociology and my research interests include the sociology of the body, gender, feminism, identity and the ‘self’, ‘new’ media, community and computer technologies. I have a strong interest in qualitative and ethnographic research methodologies and the development of web based research. 

My PhD was awarded in 2000 and through developing and using an ‘online ethnographic’ approach the research explored the emergence and construction of internet based communities and perceptions of gender within those forums. 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS:

Book Chapter:

(2001) ‘Crossing Cyber Boundaries: Where is the Body located within the Virtual Community,’ in Watson, N, (ed.) Reforming Bodies, 

London: Macmillan

Journal Articles:

(May 2000) ‘The Emergence of the Hybrid Community: Re-thinking the Physical/Virtual Dichotomy,’ in Space and Culture - Special Issue: Virtual Space and Organisational Networks, issue 4/5, Shields, R (ED.) 

(March, 1999) ‘Cyber-ethnography and the (Re)construction of the Virtual Community,’ in Sociological Research Online, Stanley, L (ED.) vol. 4, no. 1, Available: http://www.socresonline.org.uk/socresonline/4/1/ward.html 
EMTEL II  – WP 4 ‘DOMESTICITY, PUBLIC COMMUNICATION AND THE WWW

I began working with the EMTEL II network in 2000 and completed the project in 2002. I was based at Dublin City University on Work Package 4, which involved examined the relationship between domestic internet consumption and public communication. [link attached briefing paper, ‘Dublin Project’]

CONFERENCES ATTENDED (EMTEL related)
· (2001) European Sociological Association, University of Helsinki  - paper presented, ‘Transforming Life Politics: Internet Use in North County Dublin.’

· (2001) SAI, Tralee, Co. Kerry – paper presented, ‘Constructing the Skerries Public.’   [link to attached presentation ‘SAI 1’]

PRESENTATION (EMTEL related)

· (2001/2) DCU, School of Communications research forum, ‘Domesticating the Internet.’

[link - to attached presentation ‘STEM 24.04.02’]

TEACHING ACTIVITIES

I’m currently a full time research associate, but previous teaching experience has included undergraduate and postgraduate modules concerning, modern and postmodern social theory, gender and new media, and the commercial sex industry. 

I have taught a range of adult students on access courses and in the prison system.

CURRENT RESEARCH POST

I joined the University of Sheffield in 2002 and I’m currently working on the Pharmakon research project with Dr. Nick Fox and Dr. Alan O’Rouke. The project is funded by the ESRC under the Innovative Health Technologies Programme.

Further details can be accessed via http://www0.york.ac.uk/res/iht 
The aim of the Pharmakon project is to examine the impact, and shaping, of internet media on access to pharmaceutical drugs in the UK, and the impactions for diverse groups such as consumers, health regulators and policy makers.  

Further details on the project can be accessed via http://wisdomnet.co.uk/index.html 

[please can you provide links to my current post]










