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The UK Data Service’s ReShare is a self-archiving platform. It was developed initially to 
allow ESRC funded projects to archive their data, but has now expanded its remit to cover 
broad social science data. 

UK Data Service claim “All forms of digital data can be deposited in, and accessed via 

ReShare, including statistical data, databases, word documents and audio-visual materials”. 

As a platform. ReShare uses the EPrints open source repository software with the ReCollect 

plugin. Although ReShare is a self-archiving platform, a final review stage is in place to 

protect against disclosive, unauthorised third party data use, and instigate a verification 

check before the data becomes available. 

The service requires registration with the UK Data Service, so if you haven’t registered, go 

and do so. 

Here’s the first page you see when you enter ReShare as a depositor. 

 

http://bazaar.eprints.org/280/
http://bazaar.eprints.org/280/
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There is a “+” sign underneath the thick black line towards the top of the page. When you 

click on that + sign, a bullet point list will drop down. This list is effectively a check-list of 

preparedness to deposit. It’s worth going through the list and making sure you comply with 

the requirements or have checked against them. If not, best go back and do so. 

Should you be satisfied to continue, click on the “Create new data collection” box. If you’ve 

used ReShare before, a list of your previous deposits, or incomplete deposits, is there at the 

bottom of the page allowing you to manage these prior deposits. 

The next stage requires you to agree to terms and conditions. 

 

The terms and conditions are standard archive ones. Should you want to peruse them fully, 

then click the link. Otherwise the two main clauses are stated on this page. First, that the 

data is yours and if it isn’t yours, that you have permission to archive on this platform. The 

second clause grants the Archive the rights to take actions to ensure its long-term 

preservation, and to supply your data to other users in accordance with your specified 

access conditions. This right is non-exclusive, meaning you can offer the data to others 

yourself should you want. This agreement doesn’t change the intellectual property rights 

ownership of the data. If it was yours, it still is yours. 

Notice also from the sequence at the top the page that we have another five stages to go 

before our deposit is complete. 

The next stage is mandatory only if you are in receipt of research funding. 
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ReShare has a nice tie-in with the Research Councils UK’s funding database, which means 

if you are funded by one of the seven UK research councils (AHRC, BBSRC, ESRC, 

EPSRC, MRC, NERC, STFC) then by entering your grant reference number a number of 
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these fields will be automatically populated by pulling information from Research Councils 

UK’s database. This information can also be amended if needed. 

As my project isn’t Research Councils UK funded, I will move on to the next stage. I can add 

the metadata I need to make the data comprehensible at a later stage. 

People refers to who created the data, who owns it, and who to contact about the data. 
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Notice the last field towards the right of the screen. This is for your ORCID ID. ORCID is a 

persistent, unique identifier for me, so as not to confuse me with any other people bearing 

my name or should I decide to change my name to something exotic then my publications 

will still be tied to that identifier. If you don’t have an ORCID ID, break off from this and go 

get one. It doesn’t take long. Got one? Then copy the hyperlink, not just the number, into the 

field. Here’s mine: http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2742-6434 

Creators, copyright holders, and contact are all pink starred fields, meaning they are 

mandatory. 

Check with your school’s Intellectual Property Rights policy and your funding agreement as 

to who owns the intellectual property of the data and if they have waived that right. In this 

case, LSE has first ownership under the concept of employee created works, but waives that 

right in its Intellectual Property Rights policy, so I can name myself as copyright holder. 

Towards the bottom of the page is an optional field for contributors. This is to recognise 

research assistants or other people who have helped with the data collection but are not 

classed as creators. 

Now we come to the time consuming, but essential stage of the process: adding metadata. 

Once again, a pink star indicates a mandatory field. The more we add, the easier it is for 

others to discover the data and for them to understand the data, so we can really promote 

the dataset and enhance its overall quality at this stage by letting people know what is in the 

dataset without them having to download the data themselves to find out. 

http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2742-6434
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Clicking on the little question mark to the right of the screen will provide information as to 

what the field requires and suggest resources to help you fill that field. 

The “Keywords” box is an open text box that will throw a list of suggestions your way. These 

suggestions are based on a controlled thesaurus developed for the social sciences called 

HASSET. Be careful about what you choose as your keywords as you are limited to three. 

Of course, you can alter your choices should you change your mind. Should I decide “UK” 

isn’t really key, then it is deleted by clicking the “x”. 
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Now we come to actually uploading data and documentation. 
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I’ve chosen to upload my codebook first. Once you’ve uploaded it, you get to choose who it 

is accessible to. ReShare offers three options ranging from the restrictive approved use only, 

meaning you as data owner have to review and approve applications to use the data, the 

median option of the file only being available to UK Data Service registered users, through to 

the open option where the file is accessible to anyone. What the content of the file is 

described as, add an embargo date (if needed), and select a license that defines the terms 

of usage.  
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So, data deposited and awaiting review.  
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The tabs allow you to review your submission. 

 

The Actions tab permits you to create new versions, reuse the collection as a template for 

another data deposit, change and amend your current submission, or delete it entirely.  
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ReShare also has a function under its history tab allowing for review of your modifications.  
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Once reviewed by the UK Data Service, the data set will be available through the UK Data 

Service Catalogue. 

 


