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We tend to forget that our educational systems had their
foundations laid in the age of relatively small independent
nation states. They transmit a largely national culture and are
primarily vernacular systems with much emphasis on
national traditions, national values and a national language.
They are even today still in the main monocultural,
monolinguistic and ethnocentric.

The introduction of a foreign language into this limited
monoglot world has far reaching consequences. We are, in
fact, breaking with the nineteenth century tradition of literacy
In terms of a national language if we propose to introduce
Into the concept of fundamental literacy the mastery of
another language ... It has repercussions which are not
confined to the primary (and the secondary) stage ...

H H Stern, West Berlin, 1964
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IMPORTANT BUT NOT ESSENTIAL?
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Languages for All: Languages for Life:
A Strategy for England

Languages for All: Languages for Life
A Strategy for Englars

Lifelong skill

To be used for business and
pleasure

Open avenues of communication
and exploration

Instil broader cultural
understanding

An essential part of being a
ot citizen

Lan guages Languages for all

Languages for life
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And why bother?

Not
YAK YAK YAK so | hit him
But

| used to think it was funny when | heard people In
the street speaking different languages. Now |
listen to see if | can understand them
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