Using social software tools for teaching
‘cities and social change' - *

Dr Hyun Shin




Session Outline

B Share the experience of teaching a new
course,
GY438 Cities and Social Change in East Asia

— Application of Web 2.0 principles to research-led
teaching

— Use of audio-visual materials

— Use of social networking services




Cities as strategic sites

of unfolding neoliberal
urbanism




Lectures Seminars

Wednesday 11.00 - 12.30 Group 1 Tuesday 12.00 - 13.00 D11
Room S221 Group 2 Tuesday 13.00 — 14.00 U110

Lecture
and

Sessions marked *** below include student

presentation.

LT 1 Introduction: Neoliberal No seminar

urbanism and globalising East

Asian cities
° 2 Post-socialist urbanisation: Is Introduction and Film / Group discussion
S e m I n a r there a (post-)socialist city? Film: Canton, the Chinese (2001, 51 min)
3 Urban housing, home- * Peri-urbanisation and rural villages

ownership and ‘property state’

S C h e d u | e 4 Growth politics and property-led | * Housing policy and home-ownership

urban redevelopment

5 Urban redevelopment in post- * Property-led urban redevelopment

socialist cities

6 Olympic cities and mega-event | China’s urban transformation

politics Film: The Concrete Revolution

(2004, 61 min)

Group discussion

7 Gentrification and Olympiad and social legacy
neighbourhood changes Film: Sanggye-dong Olympic (1988, 27 min)

Group discussion

8 Community participation * Gentrification
9 The right to the city * Community participation
10 Urban development and Mock exam

social/environmental

sustainability

ST 1 MNo lecture Mock exam feedback and revision




Actually existing ‘local’ neoliberalism

Actually existing
neoliberalisms and
differences among them




Geography and Environment

DESTIN

Sociology

Media and Communications

MSc in Regional And Urban Planning Studies

MSc in Local Economic
Development

MSc in Contemporary Urbanism
MSc in Urban Policy (LSE and Sciences Po)

MSc in Environment and
Development

MSc in Development Management

MSc in Sociology
(Research)

MSc in Global Media and Communications

Social Policy

MSc in Non-Governmental Organisations and
Development

MSc in Health, Population and
Society



Urban processes.ingEast Asia
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The course is

B Comparative by nature
— Similarities

— Differences
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B Case studies: existing Ilterature + us_e;p.
materials ;S

®m Student input
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Web 2.0

B “The term "Web 2.0" is commonly associated with
web applications that facilitate
interactive information sharing,
interoperability, user-centered
design and collaboration on the World Wide Web. A
Web 2.0 site allows its users to interact with each
other as contributors to the website's content, in
contrast to websites where users are limited to the
passive viewing of information that is provided to
them”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_2.0 (Last accessed on 17 May 2010)




WEB 2.0

B Creating
contents

m Sharing

m Developing
networks

RESEARCH

B Research
findings

B Publications,
Conferences...

B Research
network




Use of audio-visual
materials

m DVD documentaries




Use of YouTube clips
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF

O R0

DAVID HARVEY

A Brief History of Neoliberalis
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKkWWMOzNNrQ

m |nstitutional
arrangement of
neoliberal state

B Private property
B Private market
B Free trade

m Entrepreneurial
freedom




Demolition and reconstruction




China’s empty city

China's empty city - 10 Nov 09




Creating own YouTube clips




Creating own YouTube clips
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Lecture 9: Right to the City
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Web 2.0

Web albums
ResearCh (Picasa)

Teaching

Lecture PPT,
Research materialg
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Post-socialist urbanisation: Is there a (post-jsocialist city?

The lecture focuses on how "socialist’ urbanisation had been theonsed and what changes post-
socialist cities have experienced in times of transition. |s there a "socialist city'? What were driving
(post-] socialist urban development? We will draw on various examples from both Eastern Europe,
China and to some extent “ietnam to understand the characteristics of both socialist and post-
socialist urbanisation.

[ Wieek 2 Reading List
&l Lecture on Post-socialist Urbanisation - Slide Yiew
&l Lecture on Post-socialist Urbanisation - Handout View
g? Twenty Years of Transition: The Evolution of Urban Flanning in Eastern Europe and the Former Sowviet
LInion, 18852009
g? ouTube - Journey through arban villages (©) Hyun Shin 2010
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Seminar question

‘Urbanvillages'in mainland Ching are home to migrant tenants, characterised by dense construction of
infarmalfillegal dwellings for private renting by ariginal villagers, What is the social and economic
significance of these villages? How would you evaluate the current policy of demalition and eradication of
these villages?

CoTiT e, SIS Wi U6 & TTU0R SRS 0T WG SO0 Wi 05 piOTiae D TSRS
session is to take place inYWeek 1, Summer Term. Seminars usually consist of
student presentation or film screening, followed by group discussions. Please see the
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Moodle is useful, but...

Limited interaction
No thread-based interaction allowed
No access by former students
Time-consuming to build a hierarchy of information
No tagging
No provision for sharing
m Students visit only once in a while...

— Posted messages do not necessarily attract students to
Moodle
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Social networking services

— User-created contents

— Sharing

— Developing (social) networks
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Benefits of Facebook

B “Facebook Prepares to Announce 500 Million
Users...at some point before the end of June”

http://www.allfacebook.com/2010/05/facebook-
prepares-to-announce-500-million-users/

B User-created contents — similar to Moodle discussion
forums, but time-saving

— Quicker than posting a message on Moodle

B Greater student interaction: e.g. e-mail notification
of responses

B Research-led teaching




But, Beware...

B Facebook is not accessible by non-users

B Privacy issues
— In China, FB is banned
— Hence, supplemented by mailing lists and Feeds

B Necessary to provide additional means to
access posting...

m Feed URL:
http://www.facebook.com/feeds/page.php?f
ormat=atom10&id=359204809817
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| China | Shanghai | The long-awaited Shanghai Expo 2010 is into its Day 3. "Chinese state media says the
country has spent much more on the event than was spent on the Beijing Olympics”

| China | Shanghai | The lang-awaited Shanghai Expo 2010 is into its Day 3. "Chinese state media says the country has spent much mare an the event than was spent an the Beijing Qlympics"
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If any of you has been to David Harvey's lecture last night and enjoyed it, you will also like this web site:
http://davidharvey.org

If ary of you hias been to David Harvey's lecture last night and enjoyved it, you will also like this weh site: hitp.idavidhaney.org

| China | Beijing | Thanks to Matt for forwarding this. An interview with a renowned journalist, Wang Jun. who's
been following the history of urban transformation in Beijing.

| China | Beijing | Thanks to Matt for forwarding this, An interdiew with a renowned journalist, Wang Jun, who's heen following the histary of urban transformation in Beijing.

0ld Beijing disappeating under the steamroller of modernization

edition.chn.cam

Chairman Mao had a dream. A few vears after he led the Communist Party to victory, Mao stood on the Tiananmen rastrum and, talking to his comrades, expressed his wish to one day see Beijing's
skyline dotted by chimneys -- his idea of a modern socialist China. Mow his dream has come frue. Beijing's s...

Beijing Cultural Heritage Protection Centre (CHP) hosts a roundtable discussion around one of China's hottest

icciiae - tha nracarvatinn af China'e cultnral haritana Panalicete will inclhiida Mr Dann Jlia O Ratirad Prafacenr andd
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A cultural political economy of a Global City Region: the Competitiveness-Integration Order in the Pearl
River Delta Department of Geography and Environment in collaboration with the Urban Salon, a London
based seminar series public seminar followed by discussion Date: Monday 24 May 2010 Time: 6-8pm Venue:
Graham Wallas Room, A550, 5th floor, Old Building Speaker: Dr Ngai-Ling Sum Discussant: Dr Nancy
Holman Chair: Dr Hyun Shin Adopting a cultural political economy (CPE) approach, the talk examines the
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Benefits of Google Groups and RSS
Feeds

B Allows search of posted contents (though
limited)

m Allows tagging and thus, categorising

B |nstant class e-mailing

— FB threads can be e-mailed to the whole class via
Google Groups

®m Google Groups, initially based on course
attendants’ LSE e-mail addresses = then,
‘opt-out’




Google Reader and Google News to
aid research and teaching
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The Tehran tango 20:23 (5 hours aga)

The Turkish-Brazilian deal leaves Iran enriching uranium and is unlikely to satisfy the West

TWO leaders from two big regional powers, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil and Recep Tayyip Erdogan of

Turkey, took a risk in travelling to ran and negotiating over the country's contentious nuclear programme. Many
said they would fail. Instead the two announced triumph on Monday 17th May, clutching hands with Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, Iran's president. But will Western leaders, pressing for new sanctions on Iran, see it as enough?

Under the new deal, Iran says it would send 1,200 kg of its stockpile of low-enriched uranium to Turkey. In
exchange it wants 120 ky of uranium enriched to a higher level (around 20%) for a research reactor which
produces isotopes that can be used in medicine {typically for the treatment of cancer), within a year. ..
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The most commaonly forged notes in circulation

IN APRIL 2009 the United States Secret Service, a government agency set up in 1865 to suppress currency
counterfeiting, seized $3.4m worth of $100 bills in Peru. To confound the forgers the Treasury unveiled a v
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Positive feedback from students

“Diversity of examples and case studies”

“Movies — a good
supplement to teaching,
very challenging”

“Very active on Moodle”

“I like the use of multiple teaching
methods — including lectures,
discussion, photos & videos/films”

“Effort in showing “Use of different media in

relevant cases through seminar classes and lectures, e.g.

pictures and videos” showing short movies relating to
the course content”




But...

“The one-hour seminar is too short. Perhaps it
would have been useful to screen films
outside of designated class time to leave more
time for discussion & analysis during

seminars”

B Existing seminar structures act as constraints
on full use of documentaries...




Conclusion

B Greater use of Web 2.0 applications including SNS
Strengthens research-led teaching
Enhances outreach activities

Facilitates social networking, including external promotion of courses
and programmes

Encourages users’ contents creation and interaction (short sentences
help...)

Promotes ‘open access’
Allows staff to engage with the ‘net generation’

m But,

— ‘twitter’ cannot replace ‘essay writing’

— SNS still faces the good old problems with Moodle regarding student
participation, hence not a complete cure...




Not an extra burden...we, academics
as educators, already do...
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