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There is no sign of growing public concern 

about either China or Russia. Roughly a 

quarter of the public (23%) views each as an 

adversary, while 44% say each is a serious 

problem but not an adversary. About three-in-

ten say neither China nor Russia pose much of 

a problem for the U.S.  

Over the past two years, there has been no rise 

in the share of the public that sees Russia as an 

adversary. More now say Russia is not much of 

a problem than did so in 2014, shortly after 

the country’s annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea 

region (30% today, 15% then). 

Views of China are little changed over the last 

several years.  

There are minor partisan differences in views 

for both countries. Though only about a 

quarter of Republicans (27%) say China is an 

adversary, they are somewhat more likely than 

Democrats (20%) to say this. 

Similarly, while 29% of Republicans view 

Russia as an adversary, 20% of Democrats and 22% of independents say the same. 

 

Few see China or Russia as ‘adversary’ 

% in U.S. who think of each as … 
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Note: Don’t know responses not shown. 

Source: Survey conducted April 12-19, 2016. Q68a & Q68b.  

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 



attitudes in the 2005 through 2008 time period.

Measures in 2015 Showing Decreased Concern About Terrorism

Two 2015 measures showed a lessened concern:

Only 3% of Americans mentioned terrorism as the most important problem facing the nation

in Gallup's most recent Nov. 4-8 survey. This percentage has varied over the past 14 years,

after reaching a high of 46% in October 2001 after the 9/11 terrorist attacks in New York

City and Washington, D.C. Terrorism mentions jumped up at times in 2004 and 2005, fell

again, and then rose in January 2010 after a terrorist in an airplane over Detroit failed to

detonate a bomb. In February of this year, 8% mentioned terrorism after the Charlie Hebdo

tragedy and deaths of Western citizens held hostage by Islamic State militants, but within

months this had fallen back down to its present level.

In addition to mentions of terrorism, small percentages of Americans in November's most

important problem update mentioned national security and international issues.

Earlier this year a little less than half of Americans said it was very or somewhat likely that

there would be a terrorist attack in the U.S. within the next few weeks. That percentage was

down from a reading of 51% taken after the Boston Marathon bombing in 2013 and 62% in

early 2011 after the killing of Osama bin Laden in Pakistan by U.S. forces. Prior to that there

were numerous times when a majority of Americans said it was very or somewhat likely that

there was going to be an attack, including 85% in late 2001 and 73% in early 2003.
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When it comes to the relationships the United States has with European and Asian nations, about 

half of the public (53%) views ties with Europe as most important, while 32% say relationships 

with Asia are most important. One-in-ten volunteer that both are equally important to the U.S. 

These views are little changed from 2013 and 

over much of the last two decades. One 

exception was in 2011, shortly before a state 

visit from Chinese President Hu Jintao, when 

more (47%) thought Asian nations were most 

important (37% said European nations were 

most important). 

Young adults are divided: 46% of those ages 18 

to 29 say Europe is more important, while 

roughly as many say Asia is more important 

(41%). Among older adults, particularly those 

ages 50 and older, clear majorities say 

European ties are more important. 

A 57% majority of those with no college 

experience say ties to European nations are 

more important than ties to Asian nations, 

while 29% say Asian ties are more important. 

By comparison, 46% of those with college degrees say European ties are more important, while 

36% say Asian ties are more important.  

European ties viewed as more important 

than Asian ties 

% saying ties to the nations of ___ are most important 

to the U.S.  … 

 

Note: Volunteered “both” and don’t know responses not shown. 

Source: Survey conducted April 12-19, 2016. Q30.  
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