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Welcome from the Head of Department

Welcome to this issue of IR Spotlight. It is a great pleasure to 
be once again sharing with you our recent, exciting activities.

We are delighted to report on the first successful year of our 
Undergraduate Research Internship Scheme, where a total 
of five students undertook a number of responsibilities in 
support of faculty research projects. We are also pleased 
to announce Professor Stephan Haggard as the incoming 
Susan Strange Professor for Michaelmas Term 2018-19.

This issue of IR Spotlight also highlights our continuing 
commitment to the support and professional development 
of world leading researchers. Dr Milli Lake co-convened a 
training workshop on conducting field research, and PhD 
candidate Sidarth Kaushal won a RUSI essay prize. We have 
also seen several new publications from a number of our 
faculty members. 

I would especially like to draw your attention to the  
Student Spotlight section.  It details the recent travel of IR 
student, Yi Jun Mock, and his trip to the US Naval Academy 
Foreign Affairs Conference. We are also delighted to report 
a number of our alumni have made this year’s Forbes’ 30 
under 30 in Europe for their outstanding achievements since 
leaving LSE. 

As we break and prepare for the next academic year, I 
sincerely hope that this newsletter will continue to help us 
reconnect with our former students and strengthen the 
ties between our faculty, students and the many talented 
alumni who have studied at the LSE over the years. I wish 
you all a fantastic summer break. 

Professor Peter Trubowitz 
Head of Department 
July 2018



Successful year for the IR Undergraduate Research  
Internship Programme

At the beginning of this academic year, we introduced the Undergraduate Research 
Internship Scheme, which is funded by alumni and their generous contributions to  
the LSE Annual Fund. 

The internship pairs undergraduate 
students with faculty in support of 
their research and provides an ideal 
opportunity for them to gain greater 
experience in academic research and 
develop their professional skills. 

In its first year, we awarded a total of 
five internships to our undergraduate 
students. As the scheme draws to 
an end for this year, we are delighted 
to report on its tremendous success 
and will continue to run the internship 

I had the unique opportunity to 
participate in the LSE International 
Relations (IR) Department 
Undergraduate Research Internship 
this year, assisting Professor William 
A Callahan in his book project on 
“Visualising Global Politics”. For this 
project, my role as a research assistant 
was centred on assisting Professor 
Callahan with research about China 
relating to the broader theme of 
visualising and the visual element of 
international politics in his project. 
Most of my work consisted of reading 
material or doing web research in 

scheme for 2018-19. Read on to hear 
how undergraduates Jael Tan and 
Jeremy Burey-Abraham enjoyed their 
internships.

Mandarin and providing Professor 
Callahan with translated summaries of 
the relevant material.

I really enjoyed the research internship 
and found it a very rewarding 
experience. The internship with 
Professor Callahan challenged my 
initial expectation of research, moving 
beyond reading conventional material 
such as texts and journal articles. It 
was interesting to research a wide 
range of topics from Beauty Pageants 
to ethnic minorities, some of which 
appeared to have no direct connection 
to international relations yet presented 
many opportunities to gain new insights 
to be applied to international relations.

Beyond the texts and conventional 
materials, through this internship I 
learned how it is important to look 
to a variety of wide-ranging sources 
and topics for inspiration and to draw 
insights from these different fields for 
IR. The internship also developed and 
improved my existing skills in research. 
In particular, I had my first opportunity 
to read a text in classical Chinese for 
academic purposes. Although it was 
quite a lot of effort initially, I enjoyed 
the experience because it was also 
a significant achievement for myself, 

expanding the scope of materials that I 
can now access for information. 

Through the research, I gained new 
insights and a fresh perspective of 
international politics that is more 
practical and evident in the world, 
especially in seeing how actors 
unwittingly contribute to international 
politics through their interactions  
with one another. It was also 
meaningful to engage more with 
empirical experience in the real world, 
demonstrating that reality not only 
supports theories but also supplements 
and expands on these theories.

Overall, the internship broadened my 
knowledge of what it means to do 
research, expanded my knowledge of 
the field particularly about China, and 
introduced new perspectives from 
which to study international relations. 
I am very grateful to the IR department 
for initiating this programme for 
undergraduate students, providing 
us with unique learning opportunities 
beyond the classroom.

Report by Jael Tan

JAEL TAN

New developments in
Teaching and Learning



The Undergraduate Research Internship, 
led by Dr Milli Lake, focused on gender 
security in the context of an intimate 
partner violence prevention programme 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
The project examined processes of 
norm diffusion and transformative 
changes in gendered behaviour 
following a gender accountability 
outreach programme.

The aim of the programme was to 
provide a platform for Congolese 
citizens to engage with the idea of 
gender inequality arising as a product 

of culture and socially constructed 
identities as opposed to a ‘natural’ 
order. My role in this project was to 
analyse interview transcripts and 
field observations of these sessions 
and then code them according to 
key themes. I then had to extrapolate 
the themes from the transcripts 
and analyse them to deduce trends 
and differences across six different 
village sites. These similarities and 
differences were compiled into short 
weekly reports and sent to the project  
team leader.

My findings in this project strongly 
exposed me to the social, cultural 
and religious forces that constitute 
identities and shape gendered 
behaviour and attitudes. It was 
intriguing to see how these socially 
constructed identities, closely aligned 
to economic conditions, created 
specific role expectations that both 
men and women were expected to 
fulfil. The most interesting aspect 
of the project was tracing the way in 
which individuals employed religious 
scripture to justify the subordination 
of women in the household and 

in society. For example, a transcript 
which particularly stuck with me was 
a man justifying the delegation of all 
household tasks such as cleaning, 
cooking and child care to his wife by 
virtue of the women being created from 
“Adam’s rib” and thus inherently inferior.

Overall, the internship provided me 
fantastic exposure to advanced qualitative 
and quantitative research techniques. 
Developing an effective coding strategy 
required being trained on Dedoose, a 
research software tool which allowed me 
to process large volumes of information 
and graph key trends. The project also 
cultivated my communication and 
organisational skills when liaising with  
the coding team and senior team leaders 
on a weekly basis. Similarly, the internship 
also improved my understanding of 
gender studies as a school of thought 
which was highly transferable to my IR 
modules. I thoroughly enjoyed engaging 
in this internship and would highly 
recommend it.

Report by Jeremy Burey-Abraham

JEREMY BUREY-ABRAHAM

NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN TEACHING AND LEARNING



Dr Milli Lake co-convenes Academic Research on Conflict  
and Contention (ARCC) Workshop

From 4-9 June 2018, Dr Milli Lake and Dr Sarah Parkinson (Johns Hopkins) co-convened the 
inaugural Academic Research on Conflict and Contention (ARCC) workshop – a week-long 
training programme focused on conducting field research in volatile and violence-affected 
research environments.

The workshop, developed in close 
partnership with International Location 
Safety (ILS), welcomed PhD students, 
leading scholars in the field of conflict 
research, and safety and security experts 
for the academic and humanitarian aid 
sectors. Conventional academic training 
in the social sciences often leaves 
students under-prepared for research 
in violence-affected political spaces. 
Shifting political conditions can leave 

researchers ill-equipped to navigate the 
complex realities they encounter on the 
ground. As a result, researchers can 
inadvertently subject themselves, their 
interlocutors, and the communities in 
which they work to various harms.

The ARCC programme is grounded in 
the philosophy that the environments 
in which researchers operate provide 
crucial context for careful research 

design and sound data analysis. 
Moreover, given that fieldwork in contexts 
of conflict and contention can pose 
risks to scholars and their interlocutors, 
understanding – and preparing for – 
adverse events is integral to honouring the 
principle of “do no harm.”

The workshop helped prepare students 
to conduct rigorous, academic research 
in contexts of conflict and contention, 
and facilitated the development of 
professional support networks including 
faculty and peers engaged in similar work.
It linked practical skills training geared 
towards the ethical, methodological, 
and logistical challenges researchers 
may encounter when they are working 
in highly insecure environments with 
the methodological considerations 
of rigorous social science research 
design. The course’s safety and security 
component incorporated practical 
simulations to provide hands-on 
instruction in emergency first aid, risk 
assessment, situational awareness, 
context analysis, weapons and blast 
awareness, and data protection. The 
course also provided instruction in  
social science field methods tailored  
to conflict contexts, with a heavy 
emphasis on the ethical, empirical,  
and logistical dimensions of qualitative 
and quantitative data collection.

Overall the ARCC workshop proved to 
be a great success and an important 
component to the professional 
development of our researchers. Milli 
Lake and Sarah Parkinson look forward 
to convening the second annual ARCC 
workshop in the next academic year. 
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Success for IR staff at the 
2018 Student-Led Teaching 
Excellence Awards and LSE 
Class Teacher Awards
We are pleased to announce that out of more than 400 
members of staff nominated by students in seven different 
categories, a number of our staff and research students were 
Winners, Highly-Commended and Runners Up at this year’s 
Teaching Excellence Awards.

At the Teaching Excellence Awards; Sarah Bertrand was  
Runner Up for Feedback and Communication; Aaron McKeil 
and Gustav Meibauer were Runners Up for Innovative Teaching; 
Emma Saint was the Winner, and Dr Kate Millar was Highly 
Commended, for Inspirational Teaching; Andrew Delatolla  
was Runner Up for Sharing Subject Knowledge; Dr George 
Lawson was Highly Commended for Innovative Teaching;  
and Dr Mathias Koenig-Archibugi was Highly Commended 
for both Research Guidance and Support, and Sharing 
Subject Knowledge. 

The LSE Class Teacher Awards are given to Graduate 
Teaching Assistants, Teaching Fellows and Guest Teachers in 
recognition of their very special contribution to teaching at LSE. 
From the Department, Jacklyn Majnemer and Sarah Bertrand 
were Highly Commended, and Chris Rossdale was the Winner. 

Congratulations to all departmental staff and students on  
their success, and continuing contributions to teaching and 
learning at LSE. 

Stephan Haggard joins the 
IR Department as Susan 
Strange Professor
We are delighted to announce Stephan Haggard will be 
joining us for Michaelmas Term 2018-19 as the next  
Susan Strange Professor. 

The Susan Strange Professorship was introduced to the 
Department at the beginning of this year, to honour the 
lasting legacy of Professor Susan Strange. In undertaking this 
prestigious post, Stephan Haggard will help the Department in 
delivering a number of student-focused initiatives, ranging from 
advising to participating in lectures and seminars. We look 
forward to welcoming Stephan Haggard to LSE in September.

Stephan Haggard is the Lawrence and Sallye Krause Professor of 
Korea-Pacific Studies, Director of the Korea-Pacific Programme 
and Distinguished Professor of Political Science at the School 
of Global Policy and Strategy, UC San Diego. He has written on 
transitions to and from democratic rule and the political economy 
of economic reform, social policy and globalisation.

His focus on the Asia-Pacific region includes extensive work on 
North Korea with Marcus Noland, including “Famine in North Korea: 
Markets, Aid, and Reform” (2007), “Witness to Transformation: 
Refugee Insights into North Korea” (2011) and “Hard Target: 
Sanctions., Inducements and the Case of North Korea” (2017). 
Haggard is the current editor of the Journal of East Asian Studies, 
maintains the “North Korea: Witness to Transformation” blog and 
has a regular column with the Joongang Daily. 

-

Staff spotlight
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Dr Martin Bayly wins the 
Francesco Guicciardini Prize
Congratulations to Dr Martin J Bayly, whose first book Taming 
the Imperial Imagination: Colonial Knowledge, International 
Relations, and the Anglo-Afghan Encounter, 1808878 was 
awarded the Francesco Guicciardini Prize for best book in 
historical international relations 2018, awarded by the historical 
IR section of the International Studies Association (ISA).

New Assistant Professor of IPE 
wins Harvard Dissertation Prize
We are pleased to announce that Ranjit Lall, who joins the 
Department as Assistant Professor of International Political 
Economy in July, has been awarded the Harvard Government 
Department’s Robert Noxon Toppan prize for the best political 
science dissertation for his dissertation “Making International 
Organisations Work: The Politics of Institutional Performance”.

International Organisations (IOs) have long been a central 
focus of scholarship in international relations, yet we know 
remarkably little about their performance. Ranjit’s article offers 
an explanation for differences in the performance of IOs and 
tests it using the first quantitative data set on the topic. 

Read the full article here: https://bit.ly/2lcMASv 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Success for the Department  
at ISA Conference 2018
Congratulations to Dr Robert Falkner and Professor Barry Buzan 
whose paper ‘The Emergence of Environmental Stewardship 
as a Primary Institution of Global International Society’, which 
was first presented at the ISA 2017 conference, has won the 
ISA English School Section’s Outstanding Research Paper in the 
‘Senior Scholar’ category.

The paper develops an English School framework for 
analysing the emergence of new primary institutions in 
global international society and applies this to the case of 
environmental stewardship.

Read the full paper here: https://bit.ly/2ye021x 

Congratulations are also in order for Dr Scott Hamilton, one 
of our recent PhD graduates, who won the ISA’s “Best Paper” 
award for the Theory section, ‘Pre-PhD’ category 2017. His 
paper, ‘Securing ourselves from ourselves? The paradox 
of “entanglement” in the Anthropocene’, argues that the 
Anthropocene threatens not our physical security, but our 
ontological security: our deep and normalised conceptions  
of humanity and what it means to be a human “self” in a stable 
and continuous world.

Read the full paper here: https://bit.ly/2HRCKhy 
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IR PhD Student Wins RUSI Essay Prize

Yi Jun Mock visits the US Naval Academy Foreign Affairs 
Conference 2018

an emphasis on the current radical changes in the character  
of warfare. While different strands focus on different aspects 
of modern warfare, they are united in the belief that the 
character of war is undergoing a radical shift. Sidharth Kaushal 
argues, however, that contemporary changes in the conduct  
of war represent not a radical shift in the character of warfare, 
but a regression to the eighteenth-century paradigm of 
positional warfare.

Read the full essay here: https://bit.ly/2t9PtH1 

Congratulations to IR PhD student 
Sidarth Kaushal who has won 
the 2018 RUSI Trent Gascoigne 
Essay Prize for original writing on 
contemporary issues of defence 
and security with his essay entitled 
“Positional Warfare: A Paradigm for 
understanding 21st Century Conflict”.

Over the past two decades, the 
literature on international security has been characterised by 

Beyond academics, NAFAC also provided unique insight into 
life at the USNA. Whether it was watching Noon Formation 
and eating lunch with midshipmen squads in King Hall, 
visiting the Yard’s historic landmarks like the Memorial Hall 
and the Crypt of John Paul Jones, or seeing Jimmy Carter’s 
midshipman uniform and the ‘Don’t Give up the Ship’ flag from 
the Battle of Lake Erie in the Naval Academy Museum – the 
experience was an exhilarating peek into the storied history of 
the U.S. Navy. In particular, the singing of the Navy Blue and 
Gold inside the humongous Alumni Hall by the 4,500-strong 
brigade was an experience I will never forget.

I would like to express my appreciation to USNA, NAFAC Director 
Michael McKinney, and the dedicated staff of midshipmen 
for organising such an engaging conference, as well as the 
Department of International Relations for nominating and funding 
my participation in NAFAC. Fair winds and following seas to all 
NAFAC delegates and staff – till next we meet again!

The trip was made possible through funding by the 
Department of International Relations, LSE.

Report by Yi Jun Mock

From the 10th to the 12th of April 2018, I had the distinct pleasure 
of representing the Department of International Relations at the 
58th United States Naval Academy Foreign Affairs Conference 
(NAFAC). Since its establishment in 1961, NAFAC has brought 
150 civilian and military delegates from the United States and 
around the world to the United States Naval Academy (USNA) in 
Annapolis to discuss key international issues.

This year’s theme was Guarding Liberty in a World of Democratic 
Undoing – acknowledging the challenges to liberal democracy 
facing the world today. As in past years, NAFAC’s line-up of 
speakers to explore this pressing theme was nothing short of 
incredible. Keynote lectures were delivered by such speakers as 
Yale University’s Dr Timothy Snyder, Commander of U.S. Southern 
Command Admiral Kurt W. Tidd, and Johns Hopkins University’s 
Dr Hal Brands. The panels – featuring prominent academics like 
Dr Yascha Mounk and Dr Torrey Taussig, seasoned members 
of the fourth estate like Editor of the Washington Post’s Global 
Opinions Section Mr Christian Caryl, and distinguished diplomats 
like Ambassador Ryan Crocker (ret.) and Ambassador Reuben 
E Brigety II (ret.) – tackled a challenging swathe of topics from 
social media to non-traditional security threats, immigration to 
regional tensions.

During the conference, delegates were given the opportunity 
to discuss specific aspects of the conference theme in small 
roundtables. I was part of the Indian Innovation: Rapid Changes 
in Indian Technology, Economic Development, and Democracy 
roundtable, where we covered a plethora of topics ranging 
from defense spending, to demonetisation, to soft power in the 
Indian context. Writing a paper to prepare for the roundtable 
on Demonetisation & Digital India: The Benefits of a ‘Faceless, 
Paperless, Cashless’ India was a fascinating learning experience, 
and it was an honour to have had it selected as the Runner-Up 
International Delegate Paper in the NAFAC Paper Competition out 
of 56 international delegate submissions.
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Flore De Taisne (MSc International Relations 2013) is co-
founder of ISHKAR, an online marketplace for artisans who 
are based in war-torn countries. ISHKAR helps jewellers, 
weavers and artists reach the international market via an online 
platform and a permanent shop in central London.

Veronique Barbosa (BSc International Relations 2010,  
MSc Management 2012) is co-founder of Flux, a tech company 
that has developed a retail application to link itemised spending 
to bank cards. The service automatically delivers receipts, 
loyalty points and rewards to the customer’s banking app  
so they do not need to download anything extra.

IR Alumni feature in Forbes’ 30 under 30 Europe 2018
We are delighted to report a number of alumni have been named in this year’s Forbes’ 30  
under 30 Europe list. The list is full of talented young visionaries, entrepreneurs and leaders 
singled out for injecting creativity and innovation into their professional fields, transforming 
Europe – and the world – for the better.

Alexandru Agachi (BSc International Relations 2009) is  
co-founder of Empiric Capital, an international asset manager 
with an exclusive technology-driven approach to fund 
management. The company employs algorithmic trading 
strategies to make investment decisions, using a system  
based entirely on machine learning methods. 

Congratulations!
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to all featured in the Forbes’ list, and we look forward to 
seeing more exciting developments from our alumni. 
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San Francisco Alumni Association meets at ISA Conference 2018

Ben Martill (LSE BSc 2009, LSE MSc 2011, LSE IDEAS) Tim 
Oliver (LSE MSc 2002, PhD 2011, LSE IDEAS) and Peter Wilson 
(LSE PhD 1997, Associate Professor) addressed members of 
the San Francisco Alumni Association while visiting the city for 
the annual ISA conference in April. 

The topic of the talk was “Everything you need to know about 
Brexit” and a lively discussion followed with contributions from 
LSE graduates from as recent as last year to way back to the 
dawn of time in the 1960s. Many of the graduates worked in 

Tech, including some senior executives, and so not surprisingly 
much of the debate revolved around the economic implications. 
But questions were also received about security, immigration, 
foreign policy, and why the British people seemingly against 
all logic voted contrary to their economic interest? It was a 
fascinating, fun but also sobering occasion, toasted with some 
fine Californian wine.

Report by Professor Peter Wilson

Gifts to the IR Department
Alumni play a significant role in LSE life - especially as 
volunteers within the alumni community and as ambassadors 
through the lives you lead after graduation. 

This contribution is recognised and greatly appreciated by the 
School. By giving back to the School philanthropically, you can 
also make an investment in the future and help to maintain 
LSE’s global reputation for excellence.

The LSE Annual Fund, the School’s regular giving programme, is 
an essential resource that helps LSE to maintain its status as a 
world class university. 

The generosity of alumni, parents, governors, staff and friends 
of LSE enables the Annual Fund to support essential projects 
and initiatives on campus every year.

You can support the Department of International Relations 
by stating it as your preference when making your gift. All 

contributions will be extremely valuable for delivering a 
range of projects and initiatives which require flexible or 
additional funding. Find out more and make a gift to support 
the Department online at: http://goo.gl/yRIUry or by emailing: 
annualfund@lse.ac.uk. 
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Recent publications

Strong NGOs and Weak States: 
Pursuing Gender Justice in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
and South Africa
Dr Milli Lake, Cambridge  
University Press

Over the past decade, DR Congo and South 
Africa have attracted global attention for 
high rates of sexual and gender-based 
violence. Why is it that courts in eastern 
DR Congo have prioritised gender crimes 
despite considerable logistical challenges, 
whilst courts in South Africa, home to a far 
stronger legal infrastructure and human 
rights record, have struggled to provide 
justice to victims of similar crimes? Lake 
shows that state fragility in DR Congo 
has created openings for human rights 
NGOs to influence legal processes in ways 
that have proved impossible in contexts 
where the state is stronger. Yet exploiting 
opportunities presented by state fragility to 
pursue narrow human rights goals invites 
a host of new challenges. Strong NGOs 
and Weak States documents the promises 
and pitfalls of human rights and rule of law 
advocacy undertaken by NGOs in strong 
and weak states alike.

The Oxford Handbook of 
International Political Theory 
(Oxford Handbooks)
Emeritus Professor Chris Brown and 
Professor Robyn Eckersley (Eds.), 
Oxford University Press

International Political Theory (IPT) 
focuses on the point where two fields of 

study meet – International Relations  
and Political Theory. This Handbook 
provides an authoritative account of 
the issues, debates, and perspectives 
in the field of IPT, guided by two basic 
questions concerning its purposes  
and methods of inquiry. First, how does 
IPT connect with real world politics?  
In particular, how does it engage  
with real world problems, and position 
itself in relation to the practices of real 
world politics? And second, following 
on from this, what is the relationship 
between IPT and empirical research in 
international relations? This Handbook 
showcases the distinctive and valuable 
contribution of normative inquiry not  
just for its own sake but also in 
addressing real world problems.

Making the Arab World: Nasser, 
Qutb, and the Clash That 
Shaped the Middle East

Professor Fawaz Gerges, Princeton 
University Press

In 2013, just two years after the popular 
overthrow of Hosni Mubarak, the 
Egyptian military ousted the country’s 
first democratically elected president—
Mohamed Morsi of the Muslim 
Brotherhood—and subsequently led a 
brutal repression of the Islamist group. 
These bloody events echoed an older 
political rift in Egypt and the Middle East: 
the splitting of nationalists and Islamists 
during the rule of Egyptian president 
and Arab nationalist leader Gamal 
Abdel Nasser. In Making the Arab World, 
Fawaz Gerges, one of the world’s leading 
authorities on the Middle East, tells how 
the clash between pan-Arab nationalism 
and pan-Islamism has shaped the 
history of the region from the 1920s  
to the present.

The Remnants of the 
Rechtsstaat: An Ethnography  
of Nazi Law 
Dr Jens Meierhenrich, Oxford 
University Press

This book is an intellectual history of 
Ernst Fraenkel’s The Dual State (1941, 
reissued 2017), one of the most erudite 
books on the theory of dictatorship 
ever written. Fraenkel’s was the first 
comprehensive analysis of the rise and 
nature of Nazism, and the only such 
analysis written from within Hitler’s 
Germany. His sophisticated-not to 
mention courageous-analysis amounted 
to an ethnography of Nazi law. As a 
result of its clandestine origins, The Dual 
State has been hailed as the ultimate 
piece of intellectual resistance to the 
Nazi regime. 

In this book, Jens Meierhenrich revives 
Fraenkel’s innovative concept of “the 
dual state,” restoring it to its rightful 
place in the annals of public law 
scholarship. 
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Event highlights

On 19 March we hosted our Second 
annual International Relations 
roundtable entitled “Two Minutes 
to Midnight: International Relations 
in the Shadow of Doomsday”. The 
annual department roundtable was 
founded last year by PhD students from 
International Relations Theory, Security 
and Statecraft, International Institutions, 
Law and Ethics, International Political 
Economy research clusters. It was 
envisioned as a medium for leading and 
rising scholars to reflect on the latest 
developments in the discipline, and this 
year’s roundtable provided a forum for 
discussion and debate on the politics of 
the Doomsday Clock from a variety of 
innovative perspectives.

Since 1947 the Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists has maintained a ‘Doomsday 
Clock’, in which the time until midnight 
represents the likelihood of a human-
generated global catastrophe. As of 
January, the clock has been set at two 
minutes to midnight, its closest position 
since 1984, and the second time at its 
closest since records began. 

We invited four distinguished scholars 
and analysts from different parts of 
the IR discipline - Dr Målfrid Braut-
Hegghammer (Oslo University), Dr Axel 
Marx (Leuven University), Professor 
Kathleen McNamara (Georgetown 
University), and Dr Lauren Wilcox 
(University of Cambridge) - to address 
the sense of urgency and crisis felt in 
many domains of world affairs. This 
included, for example, the imminent 
risk of great power war, the return of the 
threat of nuclear annihilation, inevitability 
of environmental catastrophe, and lack 
of visions of the world’s political future 
with economic interdependence left 
intact that do not involve looking back on 
nationalist, racist, or imperialist pasts.

Professor Peter Trubowitz, who chaired 
the Roundtable, invited the guest 
speakers to reflect on the significance 
and meaning of the concept of 
“doomsday” and what it evoked for their 
respective areas of study; whether the 
current prevailing pessimism about the 
future of world politics was justified 
and to share ideas about what could 
be done by IR discipline about political, 
environmental, security and economic 
issues facing societies today.  

Dr Målfrid Braut-Hegghammer discussed 
the prospect of and challenge for 
scholars of understanding, reducing and 
managing the risks of nuclear annihilation 
by Doomsday. Professor Kathleen 
McNamara identified “doomsday” with 
the backlash to open markets liberalised 
international world order and underlined 
the importance of not losing sight 
of inherent politics when it comes to 
market interactions looking at recent 
developments historically and taking 
into account material and ideational 
factors. Dr Lauren Wilcox questioned the 
temporality of the “doomsday” concept 
and offered a critique from IR theory’s 
perspective. Dr Axel Marx focused on 
the solutions that global governance and 

International Relations Research Cluster Roundtable, “Two Minutes 
to Midnight: International Relations in the Shadow of Doomsday”

sustainable development can offer to 
address issues related to globalisation 
through means of intergovernmental and 
non-state regulation. 

Special thanks for the Second annual 
International Relations roundtable 
organisation goes to; the Department; 
Professor Peter Trubowitz; Sophie 
Wise; Kate Jessop; Research Cluster 
Convenors; Convenors Dr Kirsten Ainley, 
Dr Millie Lake, Dr George Lawson, Dr 
James Morrison, Dr Ulrich Sedelmeier, 
Professor Karen Smith, Dr Stephen 
Woolcock; and Coordinators Kerry 
Goettlich, Alessandro Guasti, Jackie 
Majnemer, and Oksana Levkovych. 
Thanks also to the participants in the 
audience who made this a truly ground-
breaking academic event.

The full podcast of the roundtable is 
available here: https://bit.ly/2MrLjmM 

Report by Oksana Levkovych,  
IR PhD Candidate

LSE Southeast Asia Centre 
(SEAC) Forum 2018
On Monday 21st May, LSE  
SEAC hosted the annual LSE 
Southeast Asia Forum (SEAF) 
at the Lincoln Centre. Opening 
remarks were given by LSE Director 
Dame Minouche Shafik, followed 
by a Keynote Lecture by Her 
Excellency Ms Foo Chi Hsia (High 
Commissioner of the Republic of 
Singapore to the United Kingdom) 
addressing Singapore’s priorities as 
ASEAN Chair in 2018. The full day 
conference comprised of four expert 
panels that examined a range of 
prevalent issues currently facing the 
Southeast Asia region.

The full programme can be found 
here: https://bit.ly/2lcYQCs 
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https://richmedia.lse.ac.uk/internationalrelations/20180222_RoundtablePodcastEdited.mp3
http://www.lse.ac.uk/seac/seaf/seaf-18
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