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Abstract

The past decades have seen a dramatic increase in civil conflict intervention by third -parties, and
with the increased militarization of conflict that seems to rebound with unintended global
consequences, the long-term effects of militarized foreign interv  ention in civil conflicts is
primordial. This study will therefore attempt to combine and compare the economic and social
wellbeing of thirty post -civil conflict nations, by graphically assessing the means trends of both
intervened nations and non -interven ed nations. The quantified results will clarify the severity of
impact that neo -liberalpeace-bui | di ng has on a given popul ationds ¢
While previous literature has looked at individual case studies and quantified the effects on the
conflict itself, this paper will measure long term trends to prove that foreign intervention only
disrupts the natural local development of the peoples in question.

Acronyms:

IC Intervened Conflicts

NIC Non-Intervened Conflicts

DDR Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration
NGO Non-Government Organization

PCPB Post-Conflict Peacebuilding

UN United Nations

UNSC United Nations Security Council




S0496 32580

1 TABLE OF CONTENTS

2 INITOAUCTION e 5
2.1 TNE TREOIY ettt 7
3  Reviewing the LIterature ..o 10
3.1 Qualitative Literature: Concepts and Debates on Interventions — ...........cccccevvvvvnnnnns 10
3.2  Quantitative Literature: Effects of Military Interventions ... 12
4  The Selection Process: Considerations and General Methods ... 14
5 Discussed Predictions and ReSUltS ..o 16
5.1 Economic Indicators: Discussions and Methods ................uuuvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiennn, 16
5.2  Social Development and WellDEING ...........uuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieie e 21
6 Reflections: Synthesizing the Results ..., 26
7 Concluding ThOUGNES oo 28
8 Appendix General Conflict Data ..o 31
8.1 Raw Data: Conflict Spreadsheet and Total Graph Samples ........cccccceeeiiieiiiiiiiiinnnnn. 31
82 Additional Fi rGdaphs g.s........ Me.a.n.8.Siiii 32

O BIBlOgrapNy 33




S0496 32580

AThe supreme art of war 1 s to

-Sun Tzu
Chinese general, military strategist and philosopher (544 B.Ci 496 A.D)

2 |INTRODUCTION

The twentieth century has seen a string of violent civil conflicts which often escalate
to prolonged years of warfare and humanitarian disasters. Intrastate wars occur much
more frequently, and have resulted in higher casualties in the past decades , as legal and
watchdog institutions have increasingly protected state sovereignty, rather than the
citizens within each state in itself  (Ignateff 2012, lkenberry, Holzgrefe and Keohane
2003). The debate on the role of third -party actors in civil conflict has thus gained
substantial momentum in recent years, raising questions on the long term effect s that
biased interventions are argued to have. Such affects are not only the direct result of
increased military presence, but also the result of politicized material backing of
belligerent actors & drastically altering the trajectory of the conflict and the nation
(Stojek and Chacha 2015). Human r ights has consequentially become a conept
guestioned in and of itself;, as the selective action of states and coalitions has brought
activists and academics to criticize the current world leaders for their violations and lack
of action in humanitarian disasters that take place during and after violent conflicts.

With the poli tical discourse revolving around humanitarian justifications as the
motivating factor for involvement in civil conflict, the unmistakable selectivity has
directed the attention of critics to how and why foreign intervention must be carried out
in times of conflict.

More often than not, military interventions in civil wars have resulted in a range of
unintended consequences and effects that can be felt on a global scale. The emergence of
certain global terrorist organizations  and refugee & r i fadmsplaces like Irag, Syria and
Afghanistan has thus emphasized this common denominator in global dilemmas 0 that of
aggressive foreign military presence in the  civil conflicts . With the long -standing
presence of moral and conceptual controversies surrounding milita ry interventions,
recent developments in policy studies have attempted to assess the measured effects of
such interventions, looking at the conflicts and intervention s @hotivations as key factors
of analyses.

The qualitative debate on the issue centers around the conflict -related effects first
and foremost, as the added military presence has been argued to intensify conflict,
conflate social divisions, and even increase the likeliho od of reoccurring and intensified
violence (Quinn, Mason and Gurses 2007 ; Gleditch 2007) . From the critical theoretical
standpoint , humanitarian interventions  of recent decades have often been referred to as
peacebui | di ng 00p with lset gnetitutional agendas in the form of liberal

IMore research and details in chapter 2.2 of the literature review. Also see Regan (2000, 2002,
2009 2016)
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democratic governments and free market e conomies. The effect of this militarized
liberalization has been heavily criticized for the imposition of culturally alienating
institutions , and for its heavy -handed approach of politicized humanitarian action which

is driven by market interest rather tha  n the true benefit of the local population.  As such,
and as will be assessed, we will be measuring the extent of such effects to assess the
militarized liberal peace -building in civil conflicts  after the conflicts have ended.

What is yet to be tested, and what must be examined in order to have any weight on
foreign policy planning is an examination into the direct social and economic effects that
third party interventions have on co nflict -ridden populations. This paper will the refore
attempt to assess such effects, building on previous academic works that argue against
third -party interventions which looked at other conflict related factors , case studies and
theory. The method used is a comparative analyses of averages for a tot al of thirty
nati ons over t he s p aconflia;ffor 14etotal scenamics ahd spaiak t
wellbeing indicators. These means measures will test for trends for the Intervened -
Conflicts ( Hr@ebvened Conflidts NN C& s ) , and c ocameffactive t hem
visualization of the suggested economic and social effects. The general economic
hypothesis of the paper will be that foreign military interventions in civil conflicts will
directly affect the local economy following a hyper-capitalized and li beralized model. This
would entail an initial economic boost, a rise in  corporate presence, and thus an initial
rise in national income and exports of resources and services. Overthe span of ten yea
however, | predict that this initial boost will start to decline, while export levels (namely
natural resources) will continue to remain high as the presence of foreign corporations
will continue to export these regularly , and the overall economic wellbeing of the nation
will slowly start to suffer  for most major wellbeing indicators in the long term . The social
hypothesis of this paper relates to the economic factors, in that the general wellbeing of
the nations will benefit from the levels of employment, income inequality, poverty and
governance, which will then peak and start on a general downward trend. As with any
capitalized economy, the market factors will most likely fluctuate quite drastically , and
the prediction is that this would also be reflected in the social trends that are related
such as income levels and unemployment rates .

In terms of the type of interventions, we will be limiting the research to that of a
military and directly operative nature. This predicted outcome spans from the previously
established literature which emphasizes the effect  of military interventions on intensity
and duration of conflict, thus, as will be tested, would have detrimental rebound effects
in the following years.

Additionally, it has been known that the introduction of third -parties into the
conflicts is often bi ased and furthers social divisions, tilting the balance of power in
manners that may not have the true interests of the population in mind (Asad 2015,
Regan 2016, Stojek and Chacha 2015) . This effectively cause s cyclical violence and upon
the withdrawal of foreign peace-keeping forces, will breed furt her instability with new
forms of power set in place. Quantitative data has been conducted for this  occurrence,
and will be assessed for the conflict -ridden nations in this study as well.
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Essentially, this paper aims to compile a larger  comparative picture of the long -term
effects of foreign interventions, which are often disassociated after the initial period of
relative stability and growth has passed.

2.1 THE THEORY

In order to attempt to me asure the effects of foreign interventions on the market
forces that drive much of the populations wellbeing, a select set of indicators were
necessary to distinguish. | proceeded to select economic factors from the World Bank
datasets that were relevant i n the context of militarized liberal peace -building 2. The
economic indicators varied starting with general factors such as GDP growth per year ,
national debt, import and exports of goods, and adjusted national income figures. For
each selected economic or social indicator, the data on all thirty selected nations where
the conflicts took place were collected, standardized and displayed on two separate linea r
plots, (one with intervened conflicts  vs. without interventions), after which the average
rate of change of each plotted set was calculated, charted and compared. This method
allows for the average change of each index to be measured over time, allowing for
intervened c oamnd hoh-chter(veCbesd c¢ o nd Beicontpared sy C6 s )
numerous economic and social wellbeing indicators.

For the main indicators, the predicted results include a sharp rise in GDP growth for
| C,6cempared to a steady or even declining growth for N1 C,@s they are expected to
face more development obstacles without the i ncreased foreign asset presence. A similar

peak and decline pattern is predicted for adjusted national income | evel s of | C¢
compared to NI COs sl owasp relatedtto faeige matket presaricd) e r n
National debt is predicted to be higher for NI C6s i nitially, but gr ow

compared to the IC nations where national debt is expected to start low with the influx of
aid and third -party support from the high -income economies; it is expected to rise
dramatically over time however, following the liberal -market models of the third -party
actors & which is heavily reliant on debt.

Additional indicator data sets were calculated as support to the general hypotheses
above, and are relevant factors to the main indicators . Gathering data on these
supporting index measures helps provide additional analyses and reduces the likelihood
of false general assessments based on limited factors such as GDP and national income
levels alone. These indicators include valuable resource management, looking at fuel
sources in particular due to the found connections between conflict and oil. The
supporting resource i nfie exfods, fiebimports, expertsof goalls we r e :
and services, imports of goods and services, and oil rents. The explanation for the
hypothesis for each of these includes an extraction of the resources at a high initial rate o}
where fuel exports for | C6 s wi | | seirc ree arse qugl drrleynd, compared
counterpart which will continu e to export at a steady and lower rate. The fuel import
data is predicted to show an opposite trend, and was tested to verify or nullify the fuel
export findings. Oilrent | evel s are also expected to rise dras
the conflict, and remain relatively stabl e f or t he iMpoEsdand exgdnstoftyoods

2 Refer to appendix for a compiled list of all the used indicators and plotted results
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and services are predicted to rise drastically in the IC nations, with a massive variance
between IC and NIC export trade levels. This is expected due to the aforementioned
extraction of resources and impr oved trade relations, where opportunity has driven the
intervention in the first place.

The social indexes to be tested proved more challenging due to the lack of data
collected for many of the selected indicators and the wide range of potential indicator s to
be tested. As such, the tests were limited to social indicators that are linked to the
economic factors above. The GINI index (a common index of income inequality used by
the World Bank and UN ), Total Unemployment, Youth Unemployment, Corruption level s
and Poverty Headcount were the initial factors to be tested. Measuring for income
inequality was an initial selection due to the numerous and proven social effects that
result; such as crime, gender inequality, —mental health issues , physical health issue s,
and even civil conflict (Collier 2003, 2004; Keen 2012; Wilkinson 2000, 2004). As a result
of this, total unemployment and particularly youth unemployment levels were of special
interest, both in terms of the conceptual framework of the test, and to sup port the GINI
index test. To ensure the trends were in fact relevant and to limit the wide scope of social

indexds to be tested, t he ad dunemplaymentl rates withi c at or s

secondary education, percentage of children out of school, children in employment, and
accountability and governance corruption

Measuring the unintended consequences that children would bear is also vital in
assessing future social issues that may arise. | have therefore focused on employment
and education in measur ing effects on children, and poverty as an important factor that
cuts through all population sectors in a post -war era.

The predicted outcomes would be a sharp decline in the GINI index means value
(the closer to 0 the more equal and therefore a downward trend is more equal ) & followed
by a general decline in equality values (a graphed rise) for the IC nations. The NIC
trends are expected to equalize ( decline steadily), as conflicts that are self-resolved have
been argued to ensure local ownership of new democratic institutions and market forces

(Pouligny 2005, 2000) . In terms of the |1 C0s,

at play, which includes an entrance of foreign investors in such areas of interest that
extract natural resources and create higher resource rents, and thus higher levels of
inequality.

Poverty headcount trends are related to both the GINI index and unemployment
levels, and the index was not only added to assess the potential effects, but also as a
supportive argument or nullification of the results vyielded by the GINI and
unemployment comparisons. The predicted outcome for poverty headcount rates is
therefore in line with the economic tre nds of hyper-capitalism. However, with the
transition from a war economy to a legitimate economy, poverty rates are expected to
drop for both groups respectively at the start of the post -war er a. For
poverty levels is expected with the initi al O0jumpstartd to the
gradually increasing over the next years. The pattern is again expected to be erratic in
nature following | iberal mar ket patterns.
poverty respective of its counter part, and remain at its level with a steady decrease as

t he

| Cds,
econo

Cos

-

C
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local post-conflict reconstructive efforts evolve. The elevated and longer period of high
poverty headcountrates f or NI C6s i s predicted due to
country and interna tional bodies, as well as a slower, yet more stable economic recovery
(in line with the GDP growth predictions).

Unemployment levels both for the youth and as a total percentage, are relevant in
this context as well. Interventions of a military nature ar e often the result of biased
interests, and the hyper -capitalization and democratization of intervened nations will
reflect the extremes of capitalism without the gradual stages. One of the main factors of
capitalism is wealth inequality and higher rates 0 f unemployment & this is simply due to
the mechanics of a system that is based upon the generation and accumulation of profit
(Marx and McLellan 1977). As such, what is predicted follows the earlier models, in that
there will be a drop in unemployment leve Is (expected post-conflict) followed by an
erratic pattern and eventual rise in both youth unemployment, unemployment with
secondary education and unemployment total.

Looking at the recovery of children in a post -conflict era is indispensable in the
prevention of cyclical conflicts and educating the minds of the future of the given saociety,
whose impressionable psyche has been affected by the traumas of war and an
interrupted education (Ramirez -Barat and Duthie 2015). The measurement of potential
harms or affects that foreign intervention may have on children is therefore particularly
significant, in that the effect is compounded in the following generations that determine
the inheritance of conflict. The prediction for  children out of school follows the p redicted
initial benefit (in this case decline) followed by a  rise in rates as the need for profit to

survive increases for | COs. I n comparison,

levels of children out of school, but the figure is expected to re main high in comparison
nonetheless.

A final index measuring accountability and corruption  will be tested in the same
manner. The hypotheses for this index will be a rise in  corruption and accountability  for
nations with NIC, and expected to drop signifi cantl y f or | Cds, as
maintain governance in the first following years. However, as with the other indicators,
the trend is expected to change, with a rise in  corruption levels eventually. This is
predicated on the withdrawal of third -parties that often results in a political power -
vacuum, as the majority of interventions maintain, rather than genuinely reconstruct
stability.

This thesis will therefore graphically combine the average post  -conflict trends of
fifteen nations where military interventions have taken part of the conflict, compared to
fifteen conflicts that have been self -resolved. A total of fourteen indicators have been
selected and the data standardized to reflect a neutralized set of data that can measure
for potential economic and social effects.

Despite the well -researched conclusions of modern scholars and the enormous
amount of literary work concerning humanitarian interventions, little work delves into
the post-war environment of the intervened countries. The majority of the quantitative
texts on civil wars differentiate between negotiated war settlements and military victory,

t

he | ac

NI Co

forei




S0496 32580

but few concern the hidden foreign footprint tha
put away as closed history.

3 REVIEWING THE L ITERATURE

Although itis true thati n some cases a powerful third party can end in
government triumph s more quickly when outside armed support is provided ,itis
undeniable that there is a lasting foreign hallmark lingering on both economic and
social aspects of t ho(Bakh-nasayebal 2008) hEhg oOhel pedo
guestion at hand is what those effects are, and to what extent are they harmful.
These imprints are the unseen influences with in the post -war nations that have been
effectively pushed aside as unconsidered past victims are pulled into an entirely new
system, often incompatible with the local culture and society . This paper shows
evidence that uncovers and proves the lasting effects of the humanitarian
intervention left for those past sufferers, w ho now seem to be victims of a neo-
Imperialist movement that hides behindt he ¢l ai ms of Ohuvsadni t ari an
2015; Cubukcu 2013; Wigell 2015).

3.1 QUALITATIVE  LITERATURE . CONCEPTS AND DEBATES

ON | NTERVENTIONS

Militarized interventions have been criticized theoretically since the heavily
intervened conf |l i ct s orwardshwhichly@ldel éxsemely high rates of human
casualties (Anand 2005; Balch -Lindsay, Enterline and Joyce 2008; Brinkerhoff 2005;
Law 2006). The post -Vietnam era brought about questions of legitimacy in inte  rnational
interventions, and added increasing pressure on international bodies to assess and
approve the military presence of foreign parties in intrastate wars. While this is a
welcomed development that can help avoid biased opportunism, the United Nation s
remains a platform of legitimation that is determined by a select number of states. The
qualitative literature on the role of interventions has often circled around the concepts of
neo-imperialism at its most critical (Asad 2015; Cubukcu 2013; Ludwig 201 0; Roberts
1993; Wigell 2015) to arguments of previous interventions being too soft or incomplete
(Bigombe, Collier and Sambanis 2000; Collier 2003 , 2004; Jervis 2015). One aspect of the
debate, as Bigombe, Collier and Sambanis (2000) argue, is that the fa ilure of foreign
interventions is due to the inefficiency and incompletion of  strategic objectives, with too
little soft and hard capital being utilized . Effectively, many would argue that
interventions need stronger force and military presence to complete  the DDR process and
ensure the newly formed institutions were put in place and maintained o with or without
a higher presence governing temporarily.

Law (2006) points to a relevant and clear issue in interventions strategy and
implementation, which also refers to the accountability question. In terms of
interventions: OWhichever organization or countr
situation, it has not been able to create a platform where all decisions are taken in a
transparent mannedi.f flitcdusl te xtta eemesiwyr e accountabildi

10



S0496 32580

(Law 2006, p.16). This essentially relates to the aspect of the debate that discusses half -
hearted interventions, however instead of promoting further intervention, Law (2006)

points out in his study the selective efforts placed into interventions, and thus calls for
more accountability and a shift in priority in situations where interventions are deemed
necessary and legitimate on a local level. With the increase in accountability and
transparency in decision making, it is likely that the responsible bodies will carry out the
necessary operations with increased caution and awareness of the repercussions of

failure.

Much of the literature on post -conflict peacekeeping revolves around the issues of
premature concentration on democracy which leads to destabilization and renewed
conflict (Brinkerhoff 2005; Cubukcu 2013; Goodman 2006; Ignatieff 2012). Economic
discussions in post -conflict zones center around related issues of imposition and the lack
of cultu ral compatibilit y wi t h | i beral economic model s. It ds
conflict zones, the social and political fabrics are entirely de  -structured, and an
extremely localized form of re -structuring has been found to be the only effective mean s
for social and economic development (albeit at a slower pace, it yields greater stability in
the long run).

Furthermore, most intervened civil  wars end in negotiations. This is because
third parties act as a more trusted party that both sides are more w illing to put trust
into than each other ( Regan, Frank and Aydin 2009; Quinn, Mason and Gurses 2007 ).
Peace settlements, on the other hand, most often result in a limited peace because
negotiations are made to ensure that both sides keep some sort of power , which is a
perfect foundation for a growing violence ( Findley and Teo 2006; Regan, Frank and
Aydin 2009; Quinn, Mason and Gurses 2007 ). In a combat victory however, the enemy is
immobilized or completely defeated leaving no room for a future recurrence, but with a
peace negotiation oO0renewed waQuinn Masonrared Gbrsees k en pr o
2007). Therefore, it can be concluded that if outsiders help settle a war with a settlement,
and a settlement hardly serves as a permanent solution, it brings in ~ to question why
greater powers would risk theirt roops and capital for a known likelihood of reoccurring
conflict.

Effectively, many case studies were carried out to assess post -conflict settings,
and Kurth (2006), after reviewing and analysing internatio nal civil wars, concluded that
our ohistorical record of humanitarian intervent
since massacres persisted in cases like Rwanda, Sudan, and Haiti after the
humanitarian aid left the country. Kurth (2006) even went o n to describe the deep -rooted
ethnic strafes that typically restrict involvements from conducting effective controls of
violence. In fact, many argue that interventions can (un)knowingly empower sectors or
ethnic groups, which further brands the groups as  separate and opposing. Ethnic factors
are argued by some to be an evolved effect of civil war (the early support of ethno -
nationalists in Yugoslavia for example which resulted  in an ethnic war) compared to the
debate that ethnic fragmentation isa predictor of the reoccurrence of violence (Bigombe,
Collier and Sambanis 2008). This predictive argument however, neglects the
aforementioned fragmentation through early intervention of empowering parties, and
therefore does not nullify the argument.

11
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Issues of legitimacy & who is the intervention intervening for? R2P in Libya and Iraq o}
legitimize a leader that is legitimate in the eyes and standards of the West, but not in
the eyes of the people.

3.2 QUANTITATIVE LITERATURE : EFFECTS OF MILITARY

| NTERVENTIONS

Much of the quantit ative data on third -party interventions revolves around the
intensity of fighting, duration of conflict and re  -occurrence of violence among other
related civil conflict factors. The measures often attempt to predict trajectories and
influences on conflicts using multiple correlative methods and often refer to the
Correlates of War (COW) datasets and variables.

The majority of the readings use variables related to negotiated or militarized
cessation of violence, and what factors affect the outcome of conflict (Sullivan and
Karreth 2014) . What creates such a skeptical receiving view of interventions by the local
populations on the ground, is the simple mistrust due to what is seen as the world
powers race for supremacy titles o which is often done via indirect approaches, most
commonly through Proxy Wars or humanitarian interventions. In the recent decades, our
history has observed multiple civil wars that have claimed to solve global issues, more so
than solving the original intrastate hostilities and humanitarian violations. Much
research has gone into such internal conflicts to determine the different effects of foreign
intervention. They have analysed details in search of conclusions of the overall impact,
namely Regands (2002, f2e0cd%S) oworikntcemr vtema i ons, Sul

(2014) research on t he i mpact s of military i
subsequent war severity (2012) , and Kurthos (2
intrusions and their outcome on the war. Despi te diverse conclusions and strategies in
the literary work investigating military interven tions, the one aspect of these intrastate

wars that most academia converge on, is the immediate consequent surge of violence and
the lack of actual humanity involved in the militarized aid. These consequences of the

now international ci vil wars are seen directly
activity outcomesd6 (Sullivan and Karreth 2014),
|l evel s of c a s vy a012) anel ¢hé indir&th domplkication of bargaining that

prolongs the war and o0in turn increases the numb

Kathman 2013; Shirkey 2012).

Putting it simply, outside intervention only serves to confound and compound a
war. With a stronger force lending resources and war capacity to one side, the other is
thus weakened & with no real consideration of local legitimacy (Brinkerhoff 2005;

Pouligny 2000, 2005). In some cases, the weaker side is depleted in comparison to such a
degree that it is left with only guerrilla tactics to escape looming odds in head -to-head
combat with increased enemy presence (Hultman, Shannon and Kathman 2013; Sullivan
and Karreth 2014 ; Regan 2002). Additionally, with third party involvement comes newly
surfaced issues that the local troops are unknowingly fighting for and against, which

more often than not changes the entire trajectory of the war (Ikenberry, Holzgrefe and
Keohane 2003; Shirkey 2012). This constant avoidance of large battles through

12
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unorganized warfare combined with a delayed bargaining process due to uncertainty of

new issues only prolongs the war and leaves more room for war casualties (Sullivan and

Karret h 2014) . I n fact, Shirkeyods (2012) findings
increased uncertainty lengthened the wartime and lowered the chances that a war would

conclude oO0at any given point by between &Y. 2% an
findings also found that low activity, which is characterized by 25 annual deaths or less,

was the most common outcome of intervened civil wars in 45% of third  -party

interventions, further proving the ineffectual result of third -party humanitarian aid.

From a purely economic perspective, the debate of whether civil strife emerges from

6grievanced or 6greedd al | eonBict reconstruaic.eColliel i nsigh
(2003, 2004), and Bigombe, Collier and Sambanis (2000) argue that civil wars are  often a
result of specific O6risk factorsd including natu

belligerent rebels), GDP growth per capital (opportunity of entrance into the market),

and an ethnic dominance of 50% - 80% (argued to double the likeli hood of conflict,
following the Collier & Hoeffler model) . This argument, while tailored to explain why 31%
of civil wars have resumed within ten years, is also a limited approach to analyzing civil
conflicts. Bigombe, Collier and Sambanis (2000) highlight these three risk factors,
arguing that belligerent rebellions are more likely to take hold and continue to rebel as
long as this is not controlled, and the conclusion they arrive at is twofold: creating an
inclusive system of governance, and effectively d isarming, demobilizing and
reintegrating belligerent groups effectively (including an increase in international
intervention:

0Oéinterventions should be bro®whittehaskenfmosbo m t he ovser
common in Africa to date. We show that multi -dimensional UN peacekeeping

operations, in combination with peace treaties and aid inflows, are much more

effective that than traditional peacede@eping intel
Sambanis 2000, p. 325)

Whil e these ©6&fimhteorig@dprowikde incentive for in
in and stop the violence, this brings about the issues of legitimacy which have been
previously mentioned. Col I i ents @rsthe (mat@rOh@ve be2r0 0 3 , 20

argued to be extremely limited scope, and while his observations on the attraction of
rebel related faction groups to nations with high rents and natural resources, further
investigation of a wider geopolitical and geo -economic scope is necessary. The high
prevalence of natural resources has been argued to attract conflict in general, be it of
interstate or intrastate nature.

Rentier states in particular have been found time and time again to attract conflict.
The prevalence of civil conflict is more related with the wider scope of grievance which
derives from the economic inequality that is linked to rentier  -ism. From a Marxist
analyses of the capitalist forces at play, rentier states have limited sources wealth
generation, and this emerges from a single or limited resources. This in turn, creates a
very limited network of profiteers, or those who own the means of production. In effect,
this breeds a highly unequal distribution of income , generating grievances that are
related to economic factors. Such grievances are a major factor in civil conflict. Keen

13
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(2012) further argues for the financial beneficiaries of civil wars, and their impact at
prolonging conflict. In line with this argument, beneficiaries from the civil war economi es
are not necessarily limited to rebel groups, but may vary to include government forces,
armies, third -parties and transnational institutions that range from the legitimate to the
illegitimate networks

4 THE SELECTION PROCESS: CONSIDERATIONS AND
GENERA L M ETHODS

As was seen in the literature and as is expected in such studies, civil wars are
complex and intersectional social occurrences that are made up of unique factors and
outcomes. The introduction of militarized third  -parties is often carried out for political
interests  and thus is argued to have unintended consequences on a given population
which is what this paper is attemptin g to attempting to assess (Findley and Teo 2006,
Kathman 2010, Ludwig 2010, Stojek and Chacha 2015) . The quantified post-conflict
effects that foreign interventions in civil wars has not yet been carried out to support
these claims however, and while individual case studies and qualitative data reveals
significantly about the argued negative effects, the collection of these  effects on a larger
quantified scale is a crucial addition to research.

As such, the importance of limiting the post -conflict effect trends to ones that can be
measured and are truly affected by foreign interventions proved problematic initially. It
was necessary to gather data that was relevant to the wellbeing of the population, could
be affected by foreign relations, and is measurable (and has been measured) over time.
To depict such trends, the final method selected was a comparative means analysis of
thirty total nations , and 14 total indicators over a continuous period of tenyear s post
conflict . Of these thirty conflicts, fifteen of them had a significant military intervention
and fifteen were self -resolved conflicts, providing us with two sets of da ta to analyze and
compare for each indicator. The dependent variable for each means test was the
regulated value of the wellbeing index chosen, plotted to the time elapsed after the
conflict had ended as the independent variable. The elapsed time frame fo r the collection
of data also played a major role. The data strings for each indicator had to be adjusted to
the year the conflict had ended; in order to obt
post-conflict. This was done for each country individual |y and applied to the full datasets
to filter out the needed information.

The ten -year post-conflict data for fifteen of the nations was plotted on a single multi
linear -plot and standardized 3, before an average linear trend was calculated ; the process
was then duplicated for the remaining fifteen nations to be compared“. In the final
graphs presented, the linear average of both intervened and non -intervened plots were

3 See appendix 8.1 for both intervened and non -intervened nation plots
4 See appendix 8.1 for examples of inter vened and non-intervened total trend plots
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then combined on a single plot, and again the starting point was standardized in order t o]
visually depict the rates and trends of change for each indicator over time

The selection of intrastate conflicts was the fundamental first step in the data
collection process, and many considerations had to be taken into account to regulate the
data. My initial case selection derived from the Correlates of War (2010) online datasets  °.
The selection process had to minimize as many external factors as possible that may
have impacted the data outcomes in order to limit the effects to those of third -party
interventions. As such, the selection threshold was based on the intensity of conflict, or
casualty rate per year. This was due to the fact that a conflict with minimal losses of life

and infrastructure would yield largely dissimilar affects to conflicts w ith extremely high
rates of social and capital losses. Furthermore, and after starting the process of data
collection it was found that conflicts ending

social or economic data that could be of significant use, and thus the selected conflicts
were adjusted to those ending post 1960 6. Therefore, to neutralize bias in selection, the
threshold remained at intensity of violence and only eliminated conflicts ending prior to
1960 and nations that had little or no data post -conflict. The conflicts names, nation and
years of conflict:

In terms of the indicator data to be measured, what proved problematic was finding
available datasets that were consistent in methodology and had a  range of information
available for the selected years. These were taken from the World Bank, United Nations,
and Human Rights organizations in order to provide a varied set of indicators that did
not focus on one aspect of development, yet were able to ref lect any economic and social
aspects that could be affected by third -party interventions. The economic and social data
collected were from the World Bank (2016) and the United Nations (2015) online
databases, and it was necessary to obtain the data for eac h indicator from a single source
in order to maintain a unified and verified method of data collection with minimal bias or
limitations.

Additionally, | have carried out the test on two other i n d e xhatsvéuld have no
foreseen impact from foreign milita ry interventions in civil war outcomes. This was done
to verify the validity of the results, and ensure the final means test would not be carried
out completely at random. For these indicators, it is expected that both the IC and NIC
nations will yield ver vy similar patterns or trends. The selected indicators varied from
economic to social to mirror the major factors being tested. They were:  maternal death
rates and mean of population total (rate of growth) 7.

5 See Correlates of War online datasets for rankings of intensity of conflict

7 For the test of methodology r esults refer to Appendix 8.2
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5 DISCUSSED PREDICTIONS AND RESULTS

I t 8 s n etc moke shat while the trend measures are indicative and can be assessed
for trends in comparing | Cbds to NI CO3s, it
reflection of reality. The effects seen below are factors that map out a larger picture of
post-conflict settings and the influences of foreign interventions in a long term manner.
These effects are complex and vary from n ation to nation, depending on an extensive
combination of factors that influence the outcome and wellbeing of each. This being s aid,
external factors were neutralized to the maximum ability given the indicators, conflicts
and methodology chosen. For the purposes of the study, the results below reflect the
variance of trend between t he |1 C6s and NI COs respetdand
discussed were those where inferences could be made, and were therefore relevant for
discussion.

5.1 ECONOMIC [NDICATORS :DISCUSSIONS AND METHODS
The reading of the data provides an insight into the major economic impacts seen

in post-conflict settings. In terms of GDP growth , the average rate of change for | C @s

much less stable and seems to drop significantly between the third and fifth y e a postd

conflict. The direct causation of this drop may relate to the previous research that
confirms the likelih ood of reoccurrence of conflict.

Figure 1

Mean of GDP growth (annual %) for both groups of countries (conflict end year as reference)
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In terms of the hypothesis set out earlier, the  GDP growth f or NI Cd s
much more stable and regularov er t he t e n-confecg and the I§ aadidns did
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el vy,
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al so see a dramatic and erratic deasxwas predictedl C8 s

however, and the index implies a general economic decline for conflicts with military
interventions.
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National debtt r ends were very close to the predictec
never higher than IC nations. The initial expectation was for NIC nations to have a
heavier reliance on debt in the years following the conflict, but for IC nations to catch up
and exceed their levels at a dramatically higher pace due to the hyper -liberalization of
the markets. What was seen was in fact an eventual decline in  national debt levels for
NIl C6bs, compared to an escalation and gr &dgual i nc
once again around years 5 and 6. The two averages continue to diverge, and further time
elapsed research would be needed in order to obtain an optimal understanding of debt
levels and third party interventions.

Figure 2

Mean of Central Government Debt, total (current LCU) for both groups of countries (conflict end year as reference)
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Adjusted net national income however, yielded results that counte racted the
hypothesis somewhat. The predicted spike in the first years was clear and present for
| Cds in comparison to the ol el @aidnal inconse, wab not the d
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erratic and stabilized at around five years post conflict. The net national income average
for the NICO6s was highly erratic (changing from
and therefore no significant trend could  be noted without further enquiry.

Exports of goods and services resulted in mixed outcomes in terms of the hypothesis
when looked at individually. The initial hypothesis predicted a sharp increase in the
years i mmediately following the war, with a ste
While there was a massive i ncrease in export growth in the years immediately following
the conflict, the initial spike drops to the level of the NIC nation exports and remains
with a similar trend and value.

Figure 4

Meq_]n of Export of goods and services (annual % growth) for both groups of countries (conflict end year as reference)
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Independently, this economic indicator has been found to provide little in ferences,
except for the variance s-eosflict. Howevet, twreen dompared a | y ea
to the GDP growth indicator above , the years coincide, implying the IC nations do see an
economic boom and sudden decline, which also includes exports of goads and services.
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In line with the theories and hypotheses, oil rents and fuel exports significantly
increased i n t he t @ost-copfeciaand ddntinued to do so for the following years at
a steadily increasing rate. This result confirms that the extraction of resources post -
interventions is carried out  after the initial violence cessation. Fuel exports for IC nations
wereupt o three times higher than t h-eonfldtjwiththeat i ons |

initial years remaining quite stable unlike the hypothesis set forth. What confirms this
trend is the paralleled measure of fuel imports over ten years; the results slightly
mirrored the fuel export me an s , in that the | C0s had a stabl e
i mport this time, compared to an extremely werra
only implies the higher rate of a$certaihs foe thé r act i 0|

increased presence of fuel resources in the IC nations. As their rates of import were
extremely low, declining to five times less over time than the imports of NIC nations just
i n the i nit rcanflict. Waah praveil mpsbssghificant however , was the means

Figure 5

Mean of Fuel Exports (% of merchandise exports) for both groups of countries (conflict end year as reference)
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Figure 6

Mean of Fuel imports (% of merchandise imports) for both groups of countries (conflict end year as reference}
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Figure 7

Mean of Oil rents (% of GDP) for both groups of countries (conflict end year as reference)
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of oil rent over the ten years post conflict, seen in Figure 5 below.

While more time post -conflict would benefit the analyses greatly, we can see a
severe variance in the trends of IC vs. NIC countries above 3 with oil rents reaching up to
twenty -five times higher in IC countries , and increasing dramatically at around seven
y e a r s @onflicb. §he interest in this index derives from the many critiques on the
selectivity and motivations of military interventions for eco nomic interests. A s a general
picture, oil rents, fuel exports and the fuel imports trend measures have yielded clear
results for the post-conflict effects on natural resource extraction specifically, which
greatly effects the economy in question.

An additional indicator means analyses was carried out in relation to the oil rents
indicator above. This was carried out on theoretical grounds, where the literature on
rentier states and civil conflicts brought to my attention the linkages betw een

Mearll ,‘;"'f Military Expenditure (% of central govt expenditure) for both groups of countries (conflict end year as reference)
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militarization and oil. As such, the additional indicator added was for central
government military expenditure. The results yielded results that mirrored the above  oil
rents index, seen in Figure 3 below.

Figures 7 and 8 yield extremely similar trend levels, with IC countries seeing a
sudden spike in years 7 and 8 post-conf | i ct . T h e oiNrenGdamd niilitary b ot h
expenditure have been relatively stable with no significant variations in comparison. This
index fits the theoretical arguments for r  entier -ism and militarization; and the findings
here link this to international interventions and the post -conflict effects.

As a whole, the indicator means values show a clear variance in both sets of data
for the majority of the indicators, which fit th e main hypothesis set forth. The economic
situations of | C6s as compared to NICb6s, i s shc
extraction ( fuel exports, oil rents and military expenditure) , GDP growth, and national
debt levels.

As a final assessment, my conclusion would be that military interventions in these
conflicts has led to a very significant impact on the respective economies, which  seems to
be negative and thus reflective of related social issues to be assessed in the following
chapter.

5.2 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND  WELLBEING
The social wellbeing indicators proved especially challenging, with much of the
data on childrends wellbeing yielding no finding
a multitude of tests had to be carried out to find a releva nt index which yielded any
result.

The GINI index means comparison yielded results that were unexpected overall,
but the variance in I C and NIC6s fit the hypoth
GINI index value would drop, with increas ed third party presence playing an equalizing
role, before their withdrawal and sudden increase in inequalit y. The results however
(Figure 9 below), reveal a different trend. IC states more or less maintained their levels
of inequality, declined until arou nd year seven, then saw a sharp rise which was
consistent with the timeline of the remaining findings. However, what proves slightly

Figure 9 ,,, Mean of GINI Index (World Bank Estimate) for both groups of countries (conflict end year as reference)
- T T T T T T T T T

— |rtervened countries
— Non-intervened countries

Mean value

1 1
[s]s] o1 0z 03 04 05 06 o7 o8 09 10
MNumber of years after conflict ends



S0496 32580

problematic in deriving conclusions is the aver
than the predicted relatively regul ar decline, showed a trend that nearly paralleled the
rate of decl ine for | CO s, al bei t at a much | ower

drop in inequality. The massive drop in inequality in self  -resolved conflicts fits the
previous conceptual i terature, in that civil -society reconstruction of the newly
developing institutions is in no danger of being entirely alienated from the local
population. This value does see a sharp rise in the years following the halfway point,
which reach an extreme low . The results of the GINI index mean test verify that
countries with foreign interventions tend to maintain a higher level of income inequality,
which may be attributed to the biased intervention process that often involves elements

of the former power net work when supporting the rebels, or the government in itself 0
thus reinforci ng previous inequalities (Cubukc u 2013; Shirkey 2012; Pouligny 2005).

As for the Poverty headcount, the trends were predicted based on the
aforementioned economic patterns, and highly related to the  GINI index. In terms of the
results however, the prediction for the initial years that included a drop in poverty levels
for | C6s and r especsttiavbelley Ihevgehlesr ,f doru NI Cds wer e
was a contrary start, wipowryhddcsuntmpae ak iNdrgbpihgo a hi g
significantly in the first years. The levels of  povertycountf or NI Cds remai ned r
stable as expected, and gradually declined over the ten -y ear span. | Co6s saw a
decline which ultimately marks the index as largely unaffected by third -party
interventions, or warrants further research if any affects are present.

Figure 10

1 gMean of Poverty headcount ratio at $3.10 a day for both groups of countries (conflict end year as reference)
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Unemployment p ercentages for both youth and total rates yielded very similar
results and trends. For the IC nations, the rates fluctuate drastically, peaking and
declining regul arl y aonflict beforédeclining nyoutheiremoment o s t
and rising slightl y for total unemployment. In both instances, IC countries suffer from a
higher and much more unstable employment rate, despite being relatively close to the
NIC nations. For both youth and total unemployment percentages, NIC nations were
relatively stable and on a downwards trend from the point of reference.

Figure 11

Mean of Unemployment total (% of labour force) (modeled ILO estimate) for both groups of countries (conflict end year as reference)
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Figure 12
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Mean of Holuth Unemployment total (% total labour force from 15 - 24) for both groups of countries (conflict end year as reference)
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Mean of Unemployment total (% of labour force) (modeled ILO estimate) for both groups of countries (conflict end year as reference)
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The comparison for unemployment percentage with secondary education Yyielded
interesting results, albeit the data for the IC nations was unavailable after the six -year
mark, warranting definite need for further research. The results however, followed a
trend that followed the predicted hypothesis, with IC unemployment rates showing an
extremely =erratic and wunstable trend in compar|
relatively stable and declining over the ten years.  While the data corresponds with the
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hypothesis and other means index readings, a repeated test with more data o0  ver longer
periods of time is needed for this index, as the graphs indicate a shortage of data.

As was discussed earlier, the assessment of conflicts on children is essential, as it
can predetermine a multitude of future factors and the general wellbeing of the nation.
The predicted outcome for ¢ hildren outside of school in terms of third -party interventions
yielded results that were relatively similar to what was predicted, (a drop then rise for
IC nations and stable increased rates for NIC nations) & however the variance in the
resulting averages was unexpected. For 1 Cds the
at a higher rate each year, ending at a value that is six times higher than the NIC
countriesd® average. Thi s witht =wmairthypothelsit ambiusyit c oi nci
with the economic patterns that take hold of post -conflict nations, also warrants further
inquiry into related factors. However, no other indicator dataset provided enough data to
be placed in the study as a comparative measur e. As such, standing as the only index for
chil drends we l-doiflietistatg this resulfits the coriclusion in question, but
begs additional index measures to understand the effects on children as a whole. This
does however, fit with the soci al wellbeing indicators as a whole.

Figure 13

I\%eran of Children out of school (% primary school age) for both groups of countries (conflict end year as reference)
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The final index was taken as an assessment of governance based on data collection
from the World Bank. The measure of accountability, corruption and transparency in
public sector ratings ranks each nati on on a scale of 1 to 6, with 1 ranking the lowest and
6 the highest. The results for this comparison proved to be inconclusive, with little data
available for the IC nations. While this comes as a surprise, the NIC results fit the

25



S0496 32580

hypothesis in question a nd continued to climb up, reflecting a higher rating in corruption,
accountability and transparency in the public sector  overall.

Figure 14

As an attempt at measuring the effects of international interventions on social
wellbeing indicators, what pr oved to be most limiting was the data restrictions.
Surprisingly little data has been gathered on indicators to do with governance, child
wellbeing and social cohesion, as opposed to the economic indicators which were
available on an annual basis for nearl y every indicator. While employment rates and
income inequality for the fifteen IC nations are greatly influenced by the intervention,
corruption and accountability  testing remains inconclusive, and the average rates of
change for children outside of schoo | was also highly conclusive, yet stood independently.

The effects that third -party interventions have on social factors warrants much
more detailed assessment in future research, with specific conditions needed to coincide
with the available data and tai lored to specific aspects of social wellbeing. My reading of
the data dand as a result of the high levels of impact that foreign interventions have on a
given economy & would still conclude a visible, albeit mediocre negative effect on a given
population.

6 REFLECTIONS : SYNTHESIZ ING THE RESULTS

The research conducted has provided a useful first step in synthesizing the long -
term effects of military interventions in the most violent civil wars. With the intensity of
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