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The 2015 British Election Study: Voters in Context 

Three successful ESRC funding applications 
 

 The 2015 British Election Study: Voters in Context 
 Data collection to enable understanding of the 2015 British election, continuing 

the series of British Election Studies since 1960. 
 
 The Scottish Independence Referendum and the British Voter: an 

enhancement to the British Election Study Internet Panel 
 Significant enhancement to the BES online panel study; additional waves in 

January and September 2014; enlarged samples in all waves up to Summer 
2016 (Scottish, Welsh and English), sample of 16-17 year olds. 

 55,000 additional target interviews in total. 
 

 Enhancing the Impact of the British Election Study 
 Resources for a part-time Impact Fellow/researcher and senior media advisor 

providing support for dissemination and engagement.  
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Institutional support from the Universities of Manchester, Oxford and Nottingham, combined with ESRC funding for the main survey and the two additional elements of the 2015 British Election Study make this the best resourced British Election Study in the study’s 50+ year history, despite significant restrictions on ESRC core funding for the study. 
£1,220,000 for main BES
£500,000 for Scottish referendum panel enhancement
£250,000 for impact enhancement
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BES 2015: Themes, Study Design, Priorities 
 

 Disengagement, Accountability and Representation 
 Informs the prioritisation of items e.g. trust, turnout, registration, policy 

responsibility and delivery; issue-scales for longer term comparability 
 Research partnerships and engagement, e.g. Electoral Commission 
 Sampling design and stratification; minimal clustering, response rates for hard-

to-reach groups; constituency and campaign characteristics, and socio-
economic context, etc. 

 Linking of data, to candidate and campaign characteristics, etc. etc. 
 Need to understand the Scottish Referendum, and other elections. 

 
 Understanding the vote choice and the voter in context 

 Spatial context; socio-economic, political and inter-personal context 
 Political and institutional context; sub-national and cross-national elections 
 Temporal context; the need for panel data and long-term comparability 
 The context of survey measurement; within-survey effects and mode effects 

 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2015 election in response to a period of austerity, to widespread public sector cuts, coalition government, multi-level governance in Britain and in a period in which distrust in mainstream politics – and potential support for minor parties – are at an all time high. The BES must be designed to enable academic and public understanding of these changes in a way that other sources of data are not designed to fulfil. This context motivates the overarching themes of our study and design, and also our prioritisation of understanding the vote choice and the 2015 within the broader all-important context. 

Disengagement: E.g. Question prioritisation; response targets for hard-to-reach groups and stratification; analysis of a new method of voter registration; linking of BES data with socio-economic data and constituency campaign data; minimal sample clustering for analysis of between-constituency variation. 

Accountability and coalition government: Question prioritisation; items and sampling to analyse minor party support and implications of minor party contestation; analysis of nationalism in Welsh, Scottish, English elections; post-data linking, Independence Referendum; fielding the CSES; staggering of post-election data over potential coalition negotiations.

Representation: Question prioritisation inc. long-term issue measures; linking of campaign and candidate data; mapping project; sampling strategy to maximize variation in economic and regional context; and gathering of rolling thunder data and twitter data harvesting.  

Elaborate on the priorities and decisions based on the four ways of considering context, as follows:

- Spatial context: sampling design, linking of constituency data and campaign characteristics (inc. candidates), local socio-economic context and social networks (questions on interpersonal influences)
- Political and institutional context: National and sub-national elections, nationalism and the Scottish independence referendum enhancement, the analysis of voter registration (as institutional context), and Britain in international context, via fielding of the CSES module in the post-election mailback survey. 
- Temporal context: Prioritisation of the panel study for questions of temporal ordering/causation, maximization of the BES as a time series (investigation of survey item comparability) and liaison with other data gathered over successive elections (e.g. manifesto data).
- Survey as context: experimental work on measurement, question ordering effects, etc., using the panel study; and inclusion of the F2F (with a sufficiently large sample) for comparison of mode effects.
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Broadening the use, scope and impact of the BES 
 
 Prioritising questions of broad interest and importance within and 

beyond academic interests 
 Themes: Representation, (dis)Engagement and Accountability 

 
 Integrating BES data within a network of complimentary studies 

 Pre-linking of data with studies receiving and/or likely to receive funding 
 Post-linking of data (e.g. constituency characteristics, candidate information) 

 
 Extensive program of engagement and impact 

 Research partnership with the Electoral Commission to study voter registration 
 Close working with the Hansard Society, and others 
 Consultation with non-academic data users and broad-based dissemination 

 
 Innovation and international collaboration 

 Gathering of tweets during the campaign for analysis of priorities and vote choice 
 Mapping project with U.S. and Canadian scholars on perceived local communities 
 Fielding of the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems and European collaborations 
 International advisory board – liaison with other national election studies 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These can be expanded to four slides; one on each topic



 

Harnessing &  
broadening 
the value of: 
BES voter 
surveys 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Data gathering with:           Liaison/best practice:                Insights from: 
 
 
 
 

British Candidate Study  
(Campbell, Hudson, Rüdig) 

Scottish Election Study (SES) 
(Carman, SES Team) 

Welsh Election Study 
(Scully, Jones) 

Constituency Agents Survey 
(Fisher, Fieldhouse, Cutts) 

Campaign spending data 
(Johnston, Pattie, Cutts) 

Qualitative Election Study of 
Britain (QESB) 

(Winters) 

Campaign media content 
(Stevens, Banducci, Gibson) 

Online campaign (iBES) 
(Gibson) 

Proposed study of candidate 
websites (Milazzo) 

Comparative Study of Electoral 
Systems / World Values Survey / 

ESRC’s Understanding Society 

Manifesto Research on Political 
Representation (MARPOR/CMP) 

(Budge, Regel) 

Party Strategies Study 
(Cowley, Goodwin) 

Scottish Referendum Study 
(BES/UK Initiative) 

Macro-database on socio-
economic context 

Policy outcome database on 
lower-level output areas 

Constituency database 
(Norris / Thrasher) 

Twitter 
Study 

US National Election Studies, 
Annenberg Campaign Studies, 

European Election Studies, etc.. 
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Broadening the use, scope and impact of the BES 
 
 Prioritising questions of broad interest and importance within and 

beyond academic interests 
 Themes: Representation, (dis)Engagement and Accountability 

 
 Integrating BES data within a network of complimentary studies 

 Pre-linking of data with studies receiving and/or likely to receive funding 
 Post-linking of data (e.g. constituency characteristics, candidate information) 

 
 Extensive program of engagement and impact 

 Research partnership with the Electoral Commission to study voter registration 
 Close working with the Hansard Society, and others 
 Consultation with non-academic data users and broad-based dissemination 

 
 Innovation and international collaboration 

 Gathering of tweets during the campaign for analysis of priorities and vote choice 
 Mapping project with U.S. and Canadian scholars on perceived local communities 
 Fielding of the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems, and European collaborations 
 International advisory board – and liaison with other national election studies 
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These can be expanded to four slides; one on each topic.

Introduce next slide: the BES survey instruments and the British cycle of elections, 2014-2017



The BES instruments 
 

 

2015 General Election 
 

Pre 
 

N =  20,000  
 

Post-election face-to-face 
probability sample 

+ mailback inc. CSES module 
N = 3,000  

Post 
 
N =  20,000 

Scottish and 
local elections 

N = 20,000  
 

Local elections 
N = 15,000  

 

Twitter data harvest 

January 2014 
 

June 2014 
 

September 2014 
 

May 2017 
 

May 2016 

Voter registration data matching 
 

2010 
election 
sample  

 

2005 
election 
sample  

 

 
Base sample 
N = 20,000  

 

European and 
local elections 

N = 20,000  
 

Independence 
referendum 
N = 20,000  

 

Daily rolling thunder 
N = 650 per day 
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Referendum on Thursday 18th September 2014
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Participation, consultation and oversight 
 

 Consultation during planned events and via the BES website 
‘questionnaire forum’, to be advertised and announced widely. 
 

 www.britishelectionstudy.org …coming soon 
 

 Planned meetings with researchers of relevant linked studies for data 
harmonisation, and with non-academic research partners. 
 

 Opportunities for experiments by international competition in each wave 
of the panel; reviewed by members of the BES Advisory Board. 
 

 Contact:  ed.fieldhouse@manchester.ac.uk 
   jane.green@manchester.ac.uk 
   hermann.schmitt@manchester.ac.uk 
   geoffrey.evans@nuffield.ox.ac.uk 
   Cees.Van_Der_Eijk@nottingham.ac.uk 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We understand that the Continuing Monitoring Survey will be ongoing, meaning that opportunities will be available for survey experiments in cross-sectional online samples, as well as using the British Election Study panel waves for scholars interested in questions in which temporal ordering / causation is particularly crucial. 
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