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‘This book represents a major step forward in our understanding of how the 
international community has interacted with the Turkish Cypriot community despite 
the various legal and political limitations imposed on official contacts. As well as being 
a groundbreaking book for anyone interested in the Cyprus Problem, it also makes a 
significant contribution to the literature on the development of contested states and on 
the role of the European Union in conflict situations.’
James Ker-Lindsay, London School of Economics and Political Science, UK

The Europeanisation of Contested Statehood: The EU in northern 

Cyprus acts as a case study of the impact of the EU on institutions, 

political parties and civil society in 'contested states’, self-declared 

states which remain unrecognised in world politics. Research drawn 

from qualitative analysis of official documents, public discourse and 

interviews with various officials and political and social elites within 

the EU and at a local level provides new insights as to the impact of 

the EU on northern Cyprus as well as a fresh understanding of the 

relevance of the EU to contested states in general. By doing so, the 

book reflects on what contested statehood means for Europeanisation 

and lays out a conceptual template for the study of contested states of 

the wider European periphery.
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