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THIS 1S A DIFFICULT
TIME FOR GREECE, BUT
GOOD TIME FOR THE
ANTHROPOLOGY OF
GREECE...
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IN PATRAS THERE IS A TRADITION OF NOISY FOOTBALL-STYLE CELEBRATIONS,
WITH SUPPORTERS OF THE WINNING PARTY STORMING THE STREETS OF THE CITY.--

I WAS EXPECTING
TO SEE LARGE CROWDS
IN THE STREETS OF
PATRAS AND NOISY
CELEBRATIONS..

IS NOT LIKE IN
PREVIOUS
ELECTION

DOES THIS
REPRESENT

LUKEWARM SUPPORT
FROM THE VOTERS OR A
DIFFERENT POLITICAL

NUMEROUS MEDIA CREWS CAME TO
\GRrEECE EXPECTING TO FILM DRAMA,
VIOLENCE AND TENSION.--
¥ P %
v

THEY FILMED
INSTEAD A CALM
DEMOCRATIC
TRANSITION.--
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THIS IS A DIFFICULT
TIME FOR GREECE, BUT
GOOD TIME FOR THE
ANTHROPOLOGY OF
GREECE. ..
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e The crisis has stimulated academic work about
Greece

and

‘legitimized’” the anthropological study of Greek
society as ‘urgent’ or timely research.






e was the anthropology of Greece equipped to
deal with the enormity of the crisis?
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argue that the anthropology o
s, has so far been, ethnographically t

have seen some nuanced ethnogra
ccounts,

ut a good number of anthropological accou
on the Greek crisis takes the form
sociologically and politically inform
ommentary, or simply targets syste
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ubjectivities of peripheral-ised actors is
ted or presented as undifferentiated



ur success in outlining
sm, as these have been exempli
se, there is no sufficient engagement
oliberal consciousness of the Greek subjec

he anthropology of the Greek crisis has made a gr
contribution in de-pathologising™ the crisis-afflicted
subject;

but the anthropology of the Greek crisis has not
fulfilled, so far, its responsibility with respect to de-
exoticising™® the crisis-afflicted subject.
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How much we know about the
undifferentiated local actor?




Possible explanations that have contributed in the
exoticisation of the Greek crisis-afflicted subject:

e the preference for
commentary, without
sustained engagement
with the voices of broad
Greek populace

o
e the relative neglect of the o O
pre-crisis anthropological ' ;
literature on Greece, e.g.
work on accountability

e a mirroring of the
discourse of politicians

EVERYBODY WRITES
ABOUT US, BUT IN A WAY
THAT FITS THEIR
ARGUMENTS. ..

I DEMAND TO
SEE MY VOICE IN
YOUR
ETHNOGRAPHY --.-
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I AM MIDDLE
CLASS, ALTHOUGH T
PRETEND I AM NOT.-
I IMAGINE MYSELF AS A LEFTY
AND A MARXIST -
AM T REALLY S0O7
WHEN IS THE LAST TIME T WENT
TO THE SHOPPING
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THEODOSSOPOULOS,
ANTHROPOLOGISTS OF
THE CRISIS




Summary:

1. There is a tendency in the emerging anthropology of
the crisis to outline the destructive effects of
neoliberal ideology, but without problematizing the
neoliberal consciousness and preferences of local
actors.

2. For anthropological standards, the anthropology of
the Greek crisis has been so far ethnographically thin.
There is a proclivity towards top-down commentary.

3. In the case of authors who identify as Greek there is
too much reliance on their ‘native’ subjectivity—
which provides a valuable perspective—but is
communicated in an un-reflexive way. Political
reflexivity is lacking, overall.




‘ NEW EXCITING
ACCOUNTS! AT THIS RATE
OF PRODUCTIVITY, THE
‘ EMEREING FIELD WILL COVER A
GREAT DEAL OF THE LOCAL
COMPLEXITY- THIS WILL HAVE
EVENTUALLY A DE-
PATHOLOGISING AND DE-
EXOTICISING
EFFECT-..




