
THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE LONDON OLYMPICS

An Introduction
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London wins the 2012 Games, July 2005 (7 years to go)





Beijing, Olympic Games 2008



Munich 1972

Barcelona 1992

Athens 2004



London 2012?







Health Inequalities in London







A transport hub 



Stratford City - £2bn private development received planning approval 

in 2002 three years before the successful London Olympic Bid. 

Westfield Shopping Centre opened 13 September 2011.



London Olympics site = LSE to King’s Cross 

= x2 Regent’s Park = x1 Hyde Park







Roman Road



Lower Lea Valley, April 2006



Three responsible bodies:

ODA Olympic Delivery Authority (£9.3bn budget)

Building the infrastructure and Venues

LOCOG London Organising Committee of the Olympic 

and Paralympic Games (sponsorship)

Staging the Games

OPLC/LLDC Olympic Park Legacy Company (Mayor of London)

London Legacy Development Corporation

(as of April 2012)

Long term Legacy plan and Owner



•

LLDC/OPLC 

land ownership

Constraints

• 200 hectares of brownfield land

• Contamination/pollution

• 52 electricity pylons

• Waterways, motorways and rail 

lines

• 200 industrial/storage buildings

• 4 London boroughs (Labour)

Ownership

• Olympic Park Legacy Company-

London Legacy Development 

Corporation (from April 2012)

• East Village (1,379 Triathlon 

Homes (social/affordable); Qatari 

Diar Delancey (1,439 private/rent)

Masterplan(s) 

• Allies & Morrison, EDAW, Foreign 

Office Architects (Phase I)

• KCAP, Allies & Morrison, AECOM 

(Phase II: Legacy masterplan)





Olympics vs Legacy Planning

Olympics: controlled event Legacy: open city





Planning for Legacy 

Long term legacy
2020+ 

Site 
Acquisition & 
set-up 
2003-2006

Design & 
Construction
2005-2012 

Paralympic Games
2012 

Legacy Transformation
2013 

Olympic Games 
2012









Soil Washing





Olympic Games masterplan

2012



Queen Elizabeth II Park







Connections





Jobs and homes

£

£









Temporary or re-locatable venues

Training pools

Water Polo

Basketball Arena

Hockey

Warm�up tracks

Front�of�house 

Back�of�house 

Athletes’ catering 













Permanent/retrofitted venues

Velopark

Aquatics 

Centre

Main Stadium

Handball 
Arena

Media Centre

Eton Manor

Athletes’ Village

Stratford City















Aquatics Centre
Zaha Hadid Architects













Olympic Stadium – construction





Post-Games ‘Transformation’

Post-Games Plan







Lessons from London



Phase 1 – 2016? 
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