
DR. CHRISTELLE RABIER 
London School of Economics 
Economic History 
Houghton Street, London WC2A 2AE 

Office: +44(0)20 7955 77 62 
Mob: +44(0)777 062 78 72 
c.rabier@lse.ac.uk  

CURRENT POSITION  

2010-3 THE LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE,  Department of Economic History  

 Wellcome Trust Research Fellow  

 

 Project: “The Consumption of Medical Services in Early-Modern Europe, 16c-18c” 
 

EDUCATION  

2008 UNIVERSITE PARIS-I PANTHEON-SORBONNE, Faculté d‟histoire PARIS 

 PhD-Doctorat “Les chirurgiens de Paris et de Londres, 1740–1815: économie, identités, savoirs” 

 

  Highest grade awarded by the committee composed of H. Cook (University College, London), P. Corsi 
(Univ. Oxford), C. Jones (Queen Mary, London), F.-J. Ruggiu (Univ. Paris-IV) et P. Serna (Univ. Paris-I) 

 

1996–2001 ÉCOLE NORMALE SUPERIEURE (ULM), Département d‟histoire PARIS 

 Élève (Junior Fellow) 

 

  recipient of Romieu Foundation Class Award for 1996 

1999 ÉCOLE DES HAUTES ÉTUDES EN SCIENCES SOCIALES, Centre Alexandre-Koyré PARIS 

 D.E.A. (Master) Histoire et Civilisations, Histoire des Sciences, distinction 

 

  including training in Clinical Anatomy (Université Paris-V, René-Descartes) 

1993-1998 UNIVERSITE PARIS-I PANTHEON-SORBONNE, Faculté d‟histoire PARIS 

1998 Agrégation of history (competitive professional qualification for secondary and university 
teaching) 1997 Maîtrise: “William Cheselden, a figure in the history of science”, honours 

1996 Licence d‟histoire 

TEACHING SERVICE 

 Postgraduate teaching Comparative history; History of science & technology; Historical methods 

2011 
“From Medical Knowledge to Healthcare Economy: 
Historical Encounters between France and Britain” 

ÉCOLE DES HAUTES ÉTUDES EN SCIENCES SOCIALES 

(Marseille), Doctoral Programme in Social Sciences 

2010 “Consumption in European History” EUROPAEUM, MA “European History and Civilization” 

2006–8 “Scientific Publishing: Past and Modern Issues” 
UNIVERSITÉ DE PARIS-VII, MA LOPHISS, “Sciences and the 
Enlightenment” (with M-N. Bourguet) 

2006-7 “Technological Culture, 16c to present” UNIVERSITE TECHNOLOGIQUE Compiègne, MSc Engineering 

2006 “History of Science Online: Issues and Prospects” 
UNIVERSITE VERSAILLES-ST. QUENTIN, Professional master 
“Scientific and Technological Communication” 

2005–8 “Primary Sources & Methods in History of Science” 
ÉCOLE DES HAUTES ÉTUDES EN SCIENCES SOCIALES (Paris), 
MA “History of Science, Technologies and Societies” 

 Undergraduate teaching  Early-modern European history, Historiography 

2004-5 
 “The French Revolution & Napoleonic Empire” 
 “The Epistemology of History” 

UNIVERSITE DE PARIS-1 PANTHEON-SORBONNE,  
Faculté d‟histoire 

2001-4 

 “The French Revolution: Historical and 
Methodological Issues” (100-student lectures & classes) 

 “The Building of Early-Modern European States, 
16c-17c” (with Katia Béguin) 

 “France in the Enlightenment” 

UNIVERSITE FRANÇOIS-RABELAIS (Tours),  
Faculté d‟histoire 

2000 French language: oral and written skills (lectrice) UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE, Clare College 

1998-9 Modern History and Geography 
UNIVERSITÉ DE PARIS-3 SORBONNE-NOUVELLE,  
Distance-learning Center 

 Supervised dissertations  Science communication 

2008 
 
2007 

“Redesigning an introductive bibliography to the 
history of science online” 
Visual design for a DVD series “Science and Arts” 

UNIVERSITE DE PARIS-VII, MA LOPHISS 
 
BTS MULTIMEDIA COMMUNICATION (Boulogne) 

mailto:c.rabier@lse.ac.uk


PUBLICATIONS  

 Monograph and edited volumes 

„Fitting for Health: Medical Technology in Europe, 1600-1900‟,  special issue of Technology & Culture (2013, 
forthcoming)   „The Crafting of Medical Technology in Early-Modern Europe. Introduction‟ 

 „Self-Machinery? Innovative Technologies for Ruptures in 18c Europe,‟ with Liliane Pérez 

Chirurgiens des Lumières (Paris: Vendémiaire, 2012, forthcoming)                                             

„Techno-‟, special issue of Tracés 16 (2009)                                            

 „Techno-, un préfixe qui démange‟, introduction with F. Coste and P. Costey,  5-21                                                 
http://traces.revues.org/index2423.html  „Les techniques de l‟expérimentation‟. Entretien avec Simon Schaffer‟  with Aurélien Ruellet, 265-281 

Fields of Expertise. A Comparative History of Expert Procedures in Paris and London,  
1600 to present (Newcastle-upon-Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2007) 

 „Introduction: Experts and Expertise In History;‟ 1–33  

 „Surgery, Professional Conflicts and Legal Powers in Paris and London Courtrooms, 1760–1790,‟ 85–114 

 Research papers in refereed journals and books 

„Occupational Tools? Surgeons‟ Libraries in 18c France and Britain‟ Bulletin for the History of Medicine (2013, 
forthcoming) 

„Posséder les savoirs. Les catalogues de vente de bibliothèques de chirurgiens français et britanniques, 1760–1830‟ in 
Faire de l’histoire avec Daniel Roche, ed P. Minard et al., Éditions Droz, 2011, 403-417. 

„L‟histoire de la médecine au prisme du „„marché‟‟: perspectives britanniques‟ Recherches britanniques, 1 (2011), 17-36 

„Le service public de la chirurgie : pratiques professionnelles et administration de l‟urgence à Paris, 17e-18e s.‟ Revue 
d’histoire moderne et contemporaine 58-1 (janvier-mars 2011), 101-27 

„Les techniques chirurgicales autour de 1800 entre France et Grande-Bretagne. Les enjeux des échanges‟ Documents 
pour l’histoire des techniques 19 (2010) 65–71 

„La disparition du barbier-chirurgien : analyse d‟une mutation professionnelle au 18e siècle‟ Annales. Histoire, sciences 
sociales 3 (2010), 679–711 

„Une Révolution médicale ? Dynamiques des professions de santé entre Révolution et Empire‟ Annales historiques de 
la Révolution française 1 (2010), 141–159 

„Définir une profession: expertise chirurgicale, conflits professionnels et pouvoir à Paris et à Londres, 1760–90‟ Revue 
générale du droit médical, special issue “Pouvoir, santé et société” (2008), 237–263 

„Un épisode de la guerre de la science au Royaume-Uni‟ in Retours sur l’affaire Sokal, ed. S. ROUX (Paris: L‟Harmattan, 
2007), 51–89 

„Publier le geste chirurgical: la lithotomie en France et en Grande-Bretagne (1720–1820)‟ in Des gestes en histoire, ed. 
A.-C. AMBROISE-RENDU, F. D‟ALMEIDA et N. EDELMAN (Paris: Seli Arslan, 2006), 29–41 

„En attendant que le porridge refroidisse: Social Studies of Science et l‟affaire Sokal‟ Genèses 58 (mars 2005), 113–131 

„Vulgarisation et diffusion de la médecine pendant la Révolution: l‟exemple de la chirurgie‟ Annales historiques de la 
Révolution française 338 (2004), 75–94 

„Les traductions françaises et britanniques de chirurgie : supports de transferts ?‟ Hypothèses. Travaux de l’École 
Doctorale d’Histoire (2002), 162–175 

 Reviews (2000-):  

Annales. Histoire, sciences sociales; Medical History; Revue de synthèse; Revue d‟histoire moderne et contemporaine 

 Non-refereed publications 

„Chirurgie‟ Dictionnaire de la pensée médicale, ed. D. LECOURT (Paris: PUF, 2004), 231–237 

„Multimédia et sciences humaines en médecine: bilan et perspectives‟ Sciences humaines et sociales en médecine, ed. 
C. BONAH et A. RASMUSSEN (Strasbourg: 2002), 125–132 

PUBLIC OUTREACH 

2011  LSE Connect, Winter 2011, 18-19   

 “Capturing the Cut” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F31aH3ahb1s (video by J. Adams) 

2005–
2006 

INSTITUT NATIONAL DE L’AUDIOVISUEL, Studio Hypermédia  

 Scientific Editor for educational website “Jalons pour l‟histoire du temps présent” 
  in charge of “Science and Technology” video collection 
2005–
2006 

LE QUOTIDIEN DU MÉDECIN  

 Contributor to special issues on “Nutrition” 

http://traces.revues.org/index2423.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F31aH3ahb1s


2002 CASCADE COMMUNICATIONS, with urologist François Rozet (Institut Mutualiste Montsouris) 
 Co-author of La laparoscopie. De l‟origine aux nouvelles techniques urologiques (DVD-Rom) 

 ACADEMIC  & ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE 

2010– Member of editorial committees of Histoire et mesure (Éd. EHESS) and Tracés (ENS Éditions) 

2004– Member of the Scientific Board de Calenda, electronic calendar of revues.org (Cleo) 

  Sept. 2010 Fitting for Health: the Economy of Medical Technology in Early-Modern Europe and its colonies PARIS 

 Conference organizer (sponsors: Institut d‟histoire moderne et contemporaine-Académie de Médecine) 

 http://www.ihmc.ens.fr/-Fitting-for-Health-Equiper-la,69-.html  

Oct. 2005 Science, Capitals and Expertise, 1600 to present („Knowledge and Capital Cities‟ research programme) OXFORD

D  Conference organizer (sponsors: Maison française d‟Oxford-Agence nationale de la recherche) 

 http://expertise.hypotheses.org/   

2004-9 CITE DES SCIENCES ET DE L’INDUSTRIE, Bibliothèque des sciences et des techniques PARIS 

 Research fellow in the history of science and technology (Centre Alexandre-Koyré-CRHST) 

 • in charge of librarians‟ continuous education (history of science) 
2003–7 EUROPEAN SOCIETY FOR THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE PARIS 

 Webmaster 

1999-2003 WELLCOME CENTRE FOR THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE LONDON 

 Research associate 

2000 CNRS, Direction de la communication (Dist) PARIS 

 Assistant to Director 

2000–1 ÉCOLE NORMALE SUPERIEURE, Conseil Scientifique PARIS 

& 1998–9 Student Representative 
 • Member of « Education », « Communication » and « ENS-Europe Admission » Committees 
2000–1 ÉCOLE NORMALE SUPERIEURE, Département d‟histoire PARIS 

 Webmaster 

RESEARCH NETWORKS & LEARNED SOCIETES 

2010– Member of “Emergences” research network on industrial accidents and risks , France/England, 17c-19c 

2004-6 Member of ANR “Knowledge and European Capital Cities, 17c-20c.) (sd. Stéphane van Damme) 

2011– Member of Association française d’histoire économique 

2009– Member of Association française de sociologie, RT12 : „Sociologie économique‟ 

 

INVITED PAPERS (SELECTED) 

20 Feb. 2012 Institute of Historical Research European History Seminar LONDON 

  A Revolution in Medical-Care Expenses in 17c Europe? Why the Anglo-French Comparison Matters 
14 Feb. 2012 University of Cambridge, History of Science Department, History of Medicine Seminar 

European History Seminar 
CAMBRIDGE 

  Fitting for health: steel-trusses in the enlightened economy of healthcare 
1zt Dec. 2011 Universidad de Valéncia- IHST “Lopez Piñero”, “Experts in the Periphery” VALENCIA (SPAIN) 

  Medicine, Expertise, Labour, and the Public Sphere: the case of eighteenth-century European medicine 

18 Nov. 2011 Université de Paris-VII-ICT, « Mobilités et circulations des savoirs » PARIS 

  Les circulations techniques médicales, entre Europe et colonies, 1600-1800 

25-6 May 2011 UniversitéVersailles- Saint-Quentin, „Les parcours sociologiques d‟Andrew Abbott SAINT-QUENTIN 

  Le système des professions, théorie sociologique et pratique historienne: les chirurgiens au 18e siècle 
16-7 Sept.2010
 Deutc
hes 
Historiches 
Institute, 
„Körpertechnik
en in der 
Frühen 
Neuzeit. 2. 
Werk/ 
Machinen‟
 PARIS 
 
 “Hand
s on. From 
Hippocratic 

Deutches Historiches Institute, „Körpertechniken in der Frühen Neuzeit. 2. 

Werk/ Machinen‟ 
PARIS 

  Hands on. From Hippocratic Therapeutics to Invasive Surgery, 18c 

2-3 Sept. 2010 École normale supérieure/Académie de médecine, “Fitting for Health/Équiper la santé” PARIS 

  Self-Machinery : the Marketing of Steel-trusses in 18c Europe avec Liliane Pérez 
10-1 June 2010 École normale supérieure, “Le contrôle des experts/The Control of Experts”  PARIS 

  Expertise, the Public Sphere and the Trades: the Case of Medicine in 18c Europe 

26 May 2010 MMSH, “Écritures scientifiques, quête de l‟objectivité, construction de soi”  AIX-EN-PROVENCE 

  Les rapports de chirurgiens parisiens au 18e siècle: de l‟objectivité académique à la construction d'un nous 

16 May 2010 Institute of Advanced Studies, “Economies of Improvement” WARWICK 

  For the Benefit of Mankind: Judging Medical Instruments at the Académie royale de chirurgie, 1750-1792  
4–3 June 2009 European University Institute, “Revisiting the Public Sphere of Science in Capital Cities”  FLORENCE 

  From Public Sphere to Public Arenas: The Dynamics of Medical Authority in the Enlightenment 

http://www.ihmc.ens.fr/-Fitting-for-Health-Equiper-la,69-.html
http://expertise.hypotheses.org/


28 Nov. 2008 Univ. Lille-3, “La construction des professions. Du national à l'européen (XVIIIe-XXe s.)” V. D‟ASCQ 

 “La disparition du barbier chirurgien: analyse d‟une mutation professionnelle, Paris-Londres, 17e-18e s.” 

4–6 Jul. 2008 Three History of Science Societies’ Joint Meeting, “Connecting Disciplines” OXFORD 

 “Foreign Communication in Medical Journalism the Age of Revolution , London-Paris, 1790–1802” 
9 May 2008 Wellcome Centre, „Artisans and Medicine: Barber-Surgeons in the Early-Modern World‟ LONDON 

 “The Disappearance of the Medical Barber” 

16 March 2007 
CURAPP-CESTA-Centre Marc-Bloch, Programme Expertise et usages administratifs des savoirs 
scientifiques. Atelier 4: “Experts et profanes: rapports conflictuels” 

AMIENS 

 “Experts et profanes en histoire de l‟expertise médico-légale, XVIIIe-XIXe siècles” 

14-6 Dec. 2006 CNAM, “Les échanges techniques entre la France et l‟Angleterre (XVIe-XIXe siècles)” PARIS 

 “Les techniques chirurgicales autour de 1800: innovations, échanges et représentations dans 

l'imprimé medical” 7–9 Dec. 2006 Universite Paris-8, « Pouvoir, santé, société. Ie journée d‟histoire du droit de la santé » ST-DENIS 

 “Expertise medico-légale, conflits professionnels et pouvoirs à Paris et à Londres (1760–

1800) ” 15 Sept. 2006 ESHS, “The Global and the Local”: Second ESHS International Conference KRAKOW 

 “Surgeons in the courtroom: forensic expertise and local power at Paris and London, 
1760–1790” 7–9 Dec. 2005 Université Paul-Verlaine, “L‟expertise comme objet local” 

 “Les chirurgiens au tribunal: expertise judiciaire et pouvoir local à Paris et à Londres, 

1760–1790” 14-5 Oct. 2005 Maison Française, “Science, Capitals and Expertise” OXFORD 

 “Expertise, Science and Capitals: problems and historiography” 
6 June 2005 Collège de France, “Cultures matérielles et intellectuelles”, seminar of Prof. Daniel Roche PARIS 

 « Les catalogues de vente des bibliothèques des chirurgiens français et britanniques (1760–

1830) » 15 Sept. 2004 Université Louis-Pasteur, “10 ans d‟enseignement des SHS en médicine” STRASBOURG 

 “Le multimédia au service de l‟enseignement des sciences humaines et sociales” 
13 March 2004 Maison Française, “Scientific Capitals: Paris and London” OXFORD 

 “Reassessing the Medical Revolution. Medical Societies in France and Britain c.1800” 

30 Jan. 2004 École Normale Supérieure, “France et Angleterre au XIXe siècle” PARIS 

 “Parallèle de la chirurgie angloise et françoise. Chirurgie et comparatisme (1760–1820)” 

3 May 2003 Wellcome Foundation, “Early Modern Medicine: France” LONDON 

 “An Assessment of Surgical Libraries in France and Great Britain, 1750–1830” 

18 Sept. 2003 University of Edinburgh, “Visual Knowledges”  EDINBURGH 

 “Constructing the Surgical Gaze. Visual Knowledge in Operative Surgery (1760–1830)” 

PERSONAL GRANTS AND AWARDS 

2010–3 THE WELLCOME TRUST Salary and research expenses: £180,563 

 Research Fellowship in the History of Medicine  

2010  “Étienne-Baluze” Award in Second for a doctoral dissertation of  local European history 

2009 Académie de médecine “Jean-François Coste” Award for the history of medicine 

2002-3
 CE
NTRE 
NATIONA
L DE 
RECHERC
HE 
SCIENTIF
IQUE
 PA
RIS 
        
 Rec
ipient of 
“Aires 
culturelles” 
grants (€ 
2000)2002-
3 

CENTRE NATIONAL DE RECHERCHE SCIENTIFIQUE €2000 

         Recipient of “Aires culturelles” grants 

2001-2004 MINISTERE DE L’ENSEIGNEMENT SUPERIEUR Salary: €43200 

 Doctoral fellowship  
1996-2001 ÉCOLE NORMALE SUPERIEURE (PARIS) Salary: €57600 

 Junior fellowship  
  
2000- Small and travel grants:  

 The Wellcome Centre for the History of Medicine; The University of Edinburgh; Groupement de recherches scientifiques 
(Îles britanniques); Institut français d‟histoire en Allemagne (Goettingen); ANR “Knowledge & Capital Cities” 

LANGUAGES 

French Native language 

English Excellent oral and written skills 

Spanish Fluent 

German 1999: University of Cambridge First Certificate of German 

Italian, Latin Basic knowledge 

 


