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Abstract

This volume offers a selection of those major contributions which have shaped
debate in the field of economic, social and cultural rights. The broad range
of discussion includes: the nature of economic, social and cultural rights and
the ability of courts to protect them; the effectiveness of non-judicial protective
mechanisms at both the universal and the domestic level; ways of measuring
whether states do enough to ‘progressively realize’ these rights; the impact of
trade and investment liberalization, and of economic globalization generally, on
the fulfilment of such rights; and the role of economic, social and cultural rights
in development. The editor's original introduction provides an insight into the
background to the debate and maps the alternative views which coexist in this
highly contentious area.
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