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               Easy Archive Tip


Date of tip: 28 August 2005 (visit dates back to June 2005)
Source: Carine Germond, carine.germond@yale.edu
Archive: Politisches Archiv des Auswärtiges Amt (Diplomatic Archive of the German Ministry for Foreign Affairs). Referred to throughout this tip as the PAAA.
Location: Kurstr. 33, 11013 Berlin. Mail address: Auswaertiges Amt, Politisches Archiv, 11013 Berlin. The closest metro stations are Hausvogteiplatz and Spittelmarkt.
Possible Accommodation:  A convenient, moderately expensive hotel is the Youth Hotel “Die Fabrik” (but “older” people are also welcomed). It is also relatively close to the archive. As the name indicates, it is a historical factory building in Berlin Kreuzberg that has been renovated and transformed into a hotel. They have single, double rooms and more. A single room costs about €35 (a bit more in the summer). The bathroom and restrooms are small, inconvenient, and shared, but they are kept very clean. They also have some sort of a restaurant/bar downstairs where you can get something to eat if you are too lazy to go somewhere else. You can also have your breakfast there. A cheaper alternative is the neighbouring bakery that offers both coffee and fresh croissants and Brötchen for a very reasonable price. 

The PAAA is about 10 stations from the hotel. The closest bus station from the hotel is just on the opposite side (Taborstr.). Buses run every 10 to 15 minutes. Take bus 265 to Märkisches Museum (it is the end of the bus ride anyway); the archive is about 10 minutes’ walking distance.

The hotel’s website available in English, French, German and Italian: http://www.diefabrik.com. You can also book online. 

How to get there:  To go to Berlin should not be very difficult. You have the choice between 3 airports (Tempelhof, Schönefeld and Tegel) and two main railway stations (Zoologischer Garten and Ostbahnhof) depending where you come from. 

Should you come by train and stop at Zoologischer Garten, take the U2 (the red metro line) direction Pankow and exit at Hausvogteiplatz or Spittelmarkt (the latest is a bit closer). The archive is then about 5 minutes’ walking distance. From Ostbahnhof, there is also a bus running to a bus station close to Spittelmarkt. From Tempelhof, take the U6 and exit at Stadtmitte, then take the U2 to Spittelmarkt. There are quite a lot of cheap air companies such as Air Berlin, Hapag Lloyd, Germanwings, Easy Jet, gexx, etc, flying to and from Berlin.

Maps of Berlin’s metro system are accessible at http://www.bvg.de/index.php/en/Bvg/Detail/folder/699/id/2719/nb/1.

A weekly card costs about €25 (areas AB which cover most of Berlin) and a monthly €67 (areas A and B). 

Link to archive:  The PAAA does not have a specific homepage. You thus have to go the general website of the Auswärtiges Amt which is accessible at http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de. Although the website is also available in English, French and Spanish, you actually have to use the German version. The Politisches Archiv doesn’t appear in the other languages. Click on the far left menu “Informationservice” and the Political archive should appear on the menu. You will find a pdf information sheet on how to use the archives as well as the opening hours and an online contact form.
Language:  Needless to say, it is easier when you do speak a bit of German. The archivists may speak English and/or French as well (though I can’t be sure) but I wouldn’t expect the desk employee to do so.
Getting started: The first thing you should do is contact the Politisches Archiv by mail (online should also be possible) naming your topic, your home institute, etc. Once you receive their answer and know when you will go to Berlin, you should book your place in advance. A week in advance at least is a good idea but a few days might be ok as well if it is not too busy. You just have to call the reading room at (+49) 30-5000-2179 and tell them when you intend to come and, possibly, for how long.

Before entering the building, a security employee will ask you for your ID or Passport and give you, in exchange, a visitor’s card. You will have to give it back when you leave in order to get your ID back. When you arrive at the reading room for the first time, they will register you in their system (name, address, nationality, institute, research topic) and give you a PIN # which you will use to log in and order documents on the 2 computers of the reading rooms (they cannot be used to check emails!). You will also have an interview with the archivist responsible for your time period and/or geographical area.
Opening Hours:  The reading has typical German opening hours, i.e. it opens and closes early: 8:30-16:30 from Monday to Thursday and 8:30-15:00 on Friday.
General working conditions: Funnily enough for an old cinema room (it was where the SED big ones used to watch films!), the reading room has huge windows. The drawback: despite the air conditioning, it tends to be rather cold in the winter and warm, if not hot, in the summer time. The reading can hold between 30-35 people, and there are about 10 machines to read microfiches. As in other archives, you can only bring in the reading room what you need: laptop, wallet, paper and pens. Neither food nor drink is allowed in the reading room. They have lockers where you can lock the rest of your belongings. When you arrive, just ask the key of a locker to the desk employee.

The reading room also has a small library with the main publications of the AA such as governmental publications (ADAP, AAPD) which can be very useful to make sure you won’t tape documents that have already been published, bibliographical materials, etc.
Consultation:  Once you know which documents you want to order, you will have to log in with your PIN, select the “Bestand” and then the document numbers. Order should be made before 14:00; otherwise you will only get the documents on the following day. The microfiches are in the reading room and can therefore be ordered each time. For the day of your arrival, and if you already know what documents you would like to consult, you can order some of them when you call to book your place.
Policy on technology: Laptops are allowed. Each table has its own electric plug. I never did it myself (and thus never asked), but I saw other researchers taking pictures with digital cameras. I would therefore assume that it is generally allowed but you should probably ask for confirmation and also if there are any conditions for using your digital camera. This may indeed depend on the kind of document you are consulting. As far as I know, personal scanners are not permitted; neither is the use of the flash of your digital camera.
Photocopy policy:  You will not be able to do your own photocopies. Instead, you must to fill out a form and, once they are done, the firm in charge of the photocopying will send you the bill and, afterwards, the photocopies you ordered. They tend to be rather fast, though expensive, but you should reckon with two weeks before getting them. International shipping tends of course to take longer. For certain declassified documents, you have to request permission first before they can be copied. So far, I never experienced a refusal. 

Particularities:  Unless you have some friends among the diplomats working in the next building, you will not have access to the cafeteria and, unfortunately, there is no coffee machine! Except for the coffee shop which is located at the main entrance of the Auswärtiges Amt at the Werderscher Markt, there is little around where you could buy something to eat or drink. My advice would be: bring your own food and drink (or buy it on your way to the archive). Should you decide to go to the coffee shop, just say to the employee at the desk downstairs where you checked in, that you will come back and they will usually let you go without any problems. There are a few couches outside the reading rooms where you can have your lunch break. 

How to apply for classified files:  I never had to do it. Someone had already done the job! 

Contact name in case of questions regarding classified files: N/A
General Assessment:  The Political Archiv of the Auswärtiges Amt is certainly a “must see” for any researcher doing diplomatic history or anything which has to do with German politics.

The staff is usually nice and helpful.
In addition, the PAAA is located in the very historic center of Berlin, a few meters away from the famous avenue Unter den Linden and the equally famous Humbold university, the Reichstag and the Pariser Platz, the Museum’s Island, the cathedral, the Potsdamer and Alexander Platz, the Tiergarten, the Postdamer Staatsbibliothek Preussischer Kulturbesitz (nickname: “Stabi”), the New Nationalgalerie, etc. If you do not know what to do after the PAAA have closed, my advice is to simply enjoy Berlin; it really is a great city! 
Page 2 of 4

