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                 Easy Archive Tip

                 Easy Archive Tip


Date of tip: May 2005

Source: Laurent Warlouzet, laurentwww@free.fr
Archive: Centre des archives du Monde du travail (CAMT). Archives of French firms, French associations and regional funds. 

Location: 78 boulevard du Général-Leclerc, BP 405, 59057 Roubaix Cedex 1 (France). 

Telephone : (+33) 03 20 65 38 00. 

Possible Accommodation: The Formule 1 is a cheap and clean hotel, which is about 5 minutes’ walking distance from the Archives. You can book this hotel over the internet: 

http://www.accorhotels.com/accorhotels/JSPView.svlt?pageID=reservez/fr_top.jsp&isGeoDate=0&nom_ville=roubaix&isGeoVille=1&cat_tarif=FOR&key_attribute_ecran=geo_hotelsList 

How to get there: There are many direct trains from Paris; it takes only a bit longer than an hour. The Station at Lille is only 30 minutes away by subway and is served by train from London, Brussels and Roissy (Paris) Airport. 

Link to the archives: http://www.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/camt 

Language: French and English. 

Getting started: The website is well organized and easy to use. An alphabetical list of the vast number of different archival funds is available. It is not compulsory to order your boxes in advance, but it is advisable to phone before coming because a large number of archives are not available without a special authorization (“dérogation”) which can takes several weeks to proceed, depending on the funds you want to consult.

Opening Hours: The reading room is opened from 9.00 am to 5.00pm weekdays and, besides the usual bank holidays, is closed between Christmas and New Year’s Day. 
General working conditions: The reading room is not very big but there are generally on average 2 to 5 students present, for a capacity of 20 seats. The tables are spacious and comfortable. There are lockers besides the reading room where you can store personal belongings. No pens and food are allowed.

Consultation: You just have to wait 5 to 10 minutes, except at the lunch break. In order to read any material the following day, you have to make sure to confirm that you want to consult them again at the end of each day. 

Policy on technology: Researchers are allowed to use their own computers in the Reading Room. Researchers are also allowed to use digital cameras to copy documents in the Reading Room (depending on the type of archives, on whether or not you have a special authorization).

Photocopy policy: Photocopies of documents may be ordered in the Reading Room except for documents which require a special authorization.   

Particularities: Nothing to eat or to drink inside the Reading Room, except if the coffee machine has been filled up. 

How to apply for classified files: Call the archives (better than to send an e-mail if you want a quick response). The proceedings differ according to the origins of the archives. Warning: it is important to call, because it seems that the archivists do not always answer emails.  

General Assessment: The CAMT archives are very diverse. The CAMT is very useful for business history and social history, and essential for the History of Northern France. It is not very well known and a lot of people tend to stick to traditional archives centers. You will find three types of archives: 

· Archives for French firms: such as Banque Rotschild, Compagnie de Suez, Régie Autonome des Transports Parisiens [RATP, a Paris public transport company], Usinor, north textile or mine companies…

· Archives for French associations: such as trade-unions like the Confédération Française Démocratique du Travail [CFDT], the north-France section, industrial organizations like the Conseil National du Patronat Français [CNPF, or the National Council of French Employers], the Comité des Forges, catholic associations…

· Archives for regional funds.
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