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                 Easy Archive Tip


Date of tip: May 2005

Source: Benn Williams, bwilli7@uic.edu
Archive: Archives Départementales de l’Isère
 Locations: 
Archives Départementales de l’Isère

Centre Jean Berthoin,
rue Auguste Prudhomme,

38000 Grenoble

Tél. : (33) (0)4 76 54 37 81
Fax : (33) (0)4 76 44 51 35 

How to get there: The archive provides a map at http://www.archives-isere.fr/ Click on “Se render aux archives”, and you can print it off.
By train: Grenoble is served by fast trains (TGV) but you may find it easier to book a TGV to Lyon-Part Dieu and then a regional train to Grenoble.

By tramway: Take the tram with the destination “Verdun”. Get off the tram at “Verdun” and then take lines 31, 32 or 3 to the stop “Mutualité”. The archives are 100 metres from this stop.

Link to archive: http://www.archives-isere.fr/
Language: French.  

Getting started: Upon arrival, first-time users must fill out a form and furnish one piece of identification (passport, driver’s license) in order to receive a free one-year user’s card. 

Some preliminary research can be done beforehand by visiting the Archive’s website. At the bottom of the homepage, click on “instruments de recherche en ligne.” 
Opening Hours: Monday – Friday 9 – 5, Saturday 8:45 – 11:45 (except during school vacations and prior to holidays). Annual closure: first two weeks of July.
General working conditions: There are two main rooms. To the right off the staircase are the finding aids, assistance, and two computers for registering demands for documents. To the left off the stairs, a handful of microfilm readers and the main reading room which has approximately thirty tight work stations with an insufficient number of electrical outlets. Two small rooms in the corner can be requested for photographing documents and/or for use of a laptop. 
There is a limit on the number of boxes/microfilms that can be consulted per day: 10 cartons or microfilms in the morning and 10 in the afternoon.  
There are no dining facilities on the premises but there is a vending machine, a coffee machine, and stairway landing configured for those who have brought their lunch or want a coffee breaks. The local elders descend upon it daily, so note their schedule should you wish to munch in solitude. A café-bar and a decent yet inexpensive bakery sit one block back towards the Préfecture. Good bakeries and small restaurants can be found towards the old downtown.

Policy on technology: In general, there are no restrictions on the use of laptop computers, digital cameras, and scanners although specific private collections and classified public archives may prohibit the reproduction of documents. Bring your own electrical strip!

Photocopy policy: Photocopying is available. If memory serves, photocopying is done by the staff. The website lists the tariffs for this: click on: Se rendre aux archives and then Services proposés to get the latest costs.
Particularities: Preliminary searching can be done online: at the bottom of the homepage, click on “instruments de recherche en ligne.” Unclassified documents must be ordered via designated computers and the process can be confusing the first couple of times. Classified documents must be ordered in person at the counter in the reading room. Bring copies of dérogation authorisations to avoid delays and hassles. All documents can be placed on overnight reserve via the computers.

Lockers are available and mandatory. Upon entering the building, show or read off your identity number in order to receive a locker key. Invariably, the keeper of the keys distributes them in consecutive order. So, to avoid bumping bags, shoulders, and doors with fellow locker folks, arrive five to ten minutes after opening. Don’t forget your key number: it will double as your identity number (for that day) when ordering documents. When documents arrive, a card will be placed in the numbered box of the appropriate researcher; the numbered boxes are cleverly (inadvertently?) hidden along the wall perpendicular to the pick-up/drop off counter in the reading room. Do NOT hinder the distribution of these cards when documents arrive.

Be prepared to ask your questions two different ways and I encourage you to ask questions to which you know at least part of the response; or, kindly ask for the responsable for your period/general subject of interest. During my last visit, I asked for the name of each series which could concern the Second World War and its aftermath. I was pointed to one or two. I arched an eyebrow and rattled off several more I knew to exist. I re-phrased my question and the staff member sought assistance from a more knowledgeable colleague.

How to apply for classified files: Restrictions generally imposed by the donor (of private collections) and by the law of 1979 governing access to public documents. A dérogation filed with the archive can take two to twelve months.
Contact name in case of questions regarding classified files: The website lists the following email address for all enquiries: sce.arc@cg38.fr
Places to Stay: The youth hostel is out by the university with access via the tramway. 
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