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NOTES ON VARIOUS ARCHIVES IN CAIRO
The American University in Cairo’s Library has a rare book room with many valuable works, and is open from 9:00 am to 7:30 pm.  Access is offered to non-students, but requires a letter of introduction and a charge of 50 pounds for three months.  Although more oriented to the needs of undergraduates, your card also allows use of the main library.  Its reference section has runs of Egyptian government publications from the 1920's to the present, and it is open until 10:00 pm.  Photocopies are available at 10 piasters per page.


Another first rate private institution is the Collège de Sainte Famille.  The library of this Jesuit organization has one of the world's largest collections of Egyptian travel literature.  Like the Institut d'Egypte, it also has some manuscripts bound and shelved like books.  Strong periodical and pamphlet collections are another plus.  The venerable and extremely friendly Père Martin assisted me in using this collection.  Keep in mind that he speaks very little English.  Hours are 9:30 to 2:00 and 4:00 to 7:00; being closed on Sundays.  The Collège is about a five minute walk from Ramses railway/ metro station. 


The Egyptian Geographical Society, next door to the Institut d'Egypte, is far less useful.  Founded by Khedive Ismail, it sponsored exploration and cartographical work in North East Africa.  Unfortunately, its manuscript collection is "lost," and the library has never been put back into order since the earthquake of the early 1990s.


In sharp contrast, the writer found the library of the American Research Centre in Cairo (AREC) well organized.  While centered around the society's primary focus of Egyptology, it contains long runs of Middle East scholarly journals, as well as a strong collection of Nineteenth Century documentary reprints sponsored by Kings Fuad and Farouk.  In addition, there is a valuable Arabic language collection, with a specialist available to assist in its use.  Photocopy service is available at 25 piasters per page.  The hours here are 9:30 am to 3:30 pm, but the extremely friendly staff has been known to keep open a few hours extra if one is facing a deadline. Website: http://www.arce.org/

In closing, the writer feels obliged to note that one should not always expect levels of efficiency as found in the U.S. National Archives, or the Public Record Office.  Most Egyptian institutions have neither the financial support, nor the trained staff needed for such.  This can lead to frustration, but unless your wasta-level is high, just grin and bear it.  The staff you deal with do not make the rules, and will probably try their hardest, within the limitations of their meagre resources.


In my own case, despite small problems, most of which were overcome in a mutually satisfactory way, the overall impression of research in Egypt was very favourable.  From the Minister of Education down to the Baladi ladies who carried my cartons on their heads, everybody went out of their way to help.  I leave feeling that Egypt has offered me valuable information, both on its Nineteenth Century history, and the generous and friendly people of today.
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