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                 Easy Archive Tip


Date of tip: August 2006
Source: Guy Burton G.J.Burton@lse.ac.uk

Archive: National Library, Rio de Janeiro (maps, iconography, manuscripts, music, rare works, journals)
Location: Av Rio Branco 219 Rio de Janeiro CEP 20040-008 Tel 55 21 3095 3879 Fax 55 21 3095 3811
How to get there: The National Library is located in the city centre, at the bottom end of Avenida Rio Branco.  It is located opposite the exit of Cinelândia metro station, on Line 1 of the two metro lines in Rio De Janeiro.  From Zona Sul, including Copcabana, Ipanema and Leblon this may involve an hour journey by bus or half an hour by metro.  For those staying in Catete (see below) this is a few stops on the metro.

Link to archive:  http://www.bn.br/site/default.htm  (under Catálogos)
Language: Portuguese.
Getting started: You will need to register at reception, located to the left of the National Library's entrance.  They will take your name and documentation (for Brazilians this involves their national ID card, for non-Brazilians a university library reading card will do).  You will be given a reader's card and key corresponding to a safe behind reception where you are obliged to store your belongings.  The newspaper archives room is located on the left of the building, the general and book collection room on the right and the special collections behind the staircase.  You will be required to show the materials you are taking to a security official prior to entering these rooms.
Opening Hours: General and book collection rooms: Monday to Friday, 9am-8pm (last requests at 7.30pm), Saturday 9am-3pm (last requests at 2.30pm); Special collections room: Monday to Friday, 10am-4pm (last requests at 3.30pm)
General working conditions The use of pens is forbidden in the National Library; only pencils may be used.  Within the study rooms the air conditioning is set at a high level and may be quite cold, including during winter.  It is worth bringing a sweater, regardless of the weather outside.  Aside from this, the working conditions are generally relaxed, with minimal supervision.

Consultation: You must complete a form which is available at the computer terminals prior to requesting the book/document.  This form asks for the author, title, volume, your name, address and nationality, as well as the table you are sitting at, your reader number, level of study and time of day.  The most important information though is the catalogue number as this is what the assistants mainly look for.  You are only allowed to consult two books/documents at any one time, although you can speed the process up by requesting an additional two books/documents that will be held back until the first two are handed back.  Hand it to the assistants at the main desk and they will bring the books/documents to your desk.
Policy on technology: The reading rooms appear to allow use of computers, although there are no power points to plug them in to.
Photocopy policy: Contact the heads of the reading rooms.  There appears to be a photocopy policy, although copyright laws means that copies may be limited, both in the amount that may be done as well as depending on the age of original material.  As a general rule of thumb recent books/documents may not be copied; those older than 30-40 years may be done.  You may get around the two book/document rule by noting which pages you want to copy and asking the assistants to keep the books behind their desk while you consult additional books; this will enable you to make copies at the end of your session.

Particularities: Make copies at the end of your session.

Particularities: There is a small cafe near the special collections room.  The food is limited to snacks, coffee and cakes.  Lunch can be had in any of the streets around the National Library; the most convenient are the two restaurants/bars opposite, including Bar Amarelinha.  These two are also the base for post-work drinks by city workers.  With regard to the staff within the National Library, they are friendly if a bit officious; the security staff will wish to look through your notepads to satisfy themselves you are not taking anything out and may also refuse you to take loose sheets into the reading rooms.  The assistants within the rooms will also remind you of the limits on the number of books/documents you may use.  Trying to arrange a visit or contacting the National Library prior to arriving in Rio by email may be difficult, unless you have a specific name.  This may require several phone calls until you get to the right person or receive the correct email.  However, having said that, individuals appear to be relatively accessible once you are in the National Library.
How to apply for classified files: N/A

Contact name in case of questions regarding classified files: N/A

Places to Stay Accommodation in the city centre may be cheaper, but it is arguably not advisable, given its emptiness at night and on weekends. There is cheap accommodation to be had in the area around Catete metro station, which is more populated during the weekend.  However, for many first-time visitors to Rio it is worth trying to seek accommodation further to the south, in Zona Sul, which includes more residential accommodation in Copacabana, Ipanema and Leblon.  There is a youth hostel in Copacabana, although it is worth being cautious there after dark.  Ipanema and Leblon are more expensive places to stay, but are relatively secure middle class and upper middle class neighbourhoods.
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