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                 Easy Archive Tip


Date of tip:  14 September 2005
Source:  Paul Anicet – paul_anicet@yahoo.com. 

Archive: Romanian National Archives. 
Location: Blvd. Elisabeta, Nr. 49; Bucharest, ROMANIA (Downtown Bucharest, next to the Municipal City Hall and across the street from the Cismigiu Park).
Possible Accommodation:  Accommodations in Bucharest tend to be tricky. Hotels are available but are expensive. Renting an apartment is preferred.  Rates for a studio or a 1bd. in Downtown range from 200-400 US$ a month. You can also rent apartments by the day at a rate of 35Euros a day with some discounts for longer stays. (Romanians list apartments by number of rooms not bedrooms, so keep that in mind when renting)
How to get there: Most major airlines fly to Bucharest or have a partnership with a company that flies there. Once on the airport, be careful what taxi you take – I suggest Fly Taxi. All taxis have to run the meter, but not all taxis change the same per KM. there is a difference between paying .4E for KM or 4E/KM to be sure. Do not take a ride from any one offering one in the airport, unless you agree on a price beforehand. My advice – don’t do it. It’s not worth it. You’ll end up paying more. Oh, and speaking of taxis… sit in the back, put the seatbelt on, and pray. Drivers in Romania are *a little* aggressive. 

Link to archive:  The Archive has no link. Information about the archive can be found on the Ministry of Administration and Interior. http://www.mai.gov.ro/index1709.htm
Language:  Romanian. A few of the staff speak English, maybe some German and/or French. 

Getting started:  Before you start you will need to gain approval of the Archive leadership and an archive ID. To obtain the ID, write a request to the Archive Director – Dr. Corneliu Lungu – that includes the topic of research. Define the topic specific enough that it makes sense, broad enough that you will be able to see everything you need to see and copy everything you need to copy. Also point out in the letter that you are in Bucharest for a limited time and that you would appreciate if they would approve expedited handling of your requests. You will need a passport size photo for the ID. The ID is valid for one year. 
Opening Hours:  M, W, F – 8:30am to 3:30pm; T, R – 8:30am to 7:30pm. 

General working conditions:  The room is medium size, but decent. Space is limited, but I have never seen it full. It can get cramped at times, though. There is no air conditioning available (open windows are the best the staff can do). There is no desk light. 
Consultation:  There are several finding aids in the reading room. You will be required to fill in request slips for up to 10 folders. You can only request 10 folders per day (though, if approved you can order more at once but still up to the 10 a day limit – i.e. order 30 folders, for the next three days. If you go through them in one day, you can’t order more until the 3 days passed).
Policy on technology:  No technology is allowed in the reading room. The staff has an intrinsic fear of technology. Laptops, cameras, even camera phones are not allowed. 
Photocopy policy:  Researchers request that certain folders/pages be copies. The request has to be approved *based on the plan of research*. If approved, staff makes the copies and hands them to the researcher. It can take about a week to get copies done.  

Particularities:  As mentioned before, there is more than one set of finding aids. Make sure you check all sets regarding your period for folders. Sometime, the description of the folder and the contents do not match. There are two main sets of documents – the RCP Chancellery and the RCP International Affairs Directorate of the CC. The Chancellery files are open until 1973-1974. However, past 1966, most if not all RCP CC Politburo folders contain only the summary of the decision (Protocol). Minutes of Conversations with foreign leaders are seldom available if at all. Some RCP CC Executive Bureau (extended politburo) transcripts are available. More information is available for the 1955-1965 period. The RCP CC International Affairs directorate files are available until 1955. Again, there are many documents missing, generally around crisis moments. 
How to apply for classified files:  There is no policy on applying for classified files. Files are either available or not. Some files that are not classified are not available. There are few recourses.  

Contact name in case of questions regarding classified files: You can petition the archive leadership – either the general director – Corneliu Lungu – or the Director of the Contemporary Archives – Dr. Marcel Ciuca. Changes of getting something… slim, but worth a try. If that doesn’t work and you’re up for being a troublemaker, write the Minister of Administration and Interior and to each and every Undersecretary in the ministry – here’s a link to their names and contact information. It will get you nowhere, but will document the problems at the archive. Oh, and copy me on it. 
Minister: http://www.mai.gov.ro/index01.htm
Under-Secretaries (or for Europeans – Secretaries of State): http://www.mai.gov.ro/index03.htm
General Assessment:  The National Archives, which holds the records of the former Romanian Communist Party is in general disarray. Almost every staff member in a position of power you will meet will state that they are historians, not archivists. There is no general pride in making documents available; rather, access to documents is still considered a privilege. For the past 15 years, very little has been done in terms of making the documentary record available. When it happened, it happened as a result of outside pressure not the initiative of archive staff. While some of the lower ranked staff will try to help, their ability to do so is limited. The main problem lies with reticence on the part of the archive leadership and the archive depot leadership to open up the records fully. Some improvement has taken place over the past few years, but the Romanian National Archives are still far behind most other Eastern European nations in terms of access. 
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