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                 Easy Archive Tip


Date of tip:  21 August 2005 (last research visit dates back to May-June 2004)
Source: Margaret (Malgorzata) Gnoinska, gnoinska@gwu.edu
Archive:  Archiwum Akt Nowych (Polish Central Archives of Modern Records)
Location: Ul. Hankiewicza 1, 02 - 103 Warsaw, Poland
    Tel: (Administration) +48 (022) 822-52-45

    Fax: +48 (022) 823 00 42

    Tel: (Reading Room) +48 (022) 823-15-73
Possible Accommodation:  I happened to stay with friends and relatives while in Warsaw.  However, there are many hotels, motels and youth hostels in Warsaw where you can stay.  Check out the Lonely Planet guidebook, or their website at www.lonelyplanet.com, for good deals on accommodation.  The AAN also has rooms in a basement, but I think that they are only available for Polish professors and researchers.  However, it would be worth e-mailing the archive and asking them about that.  But, on second thought, do you really want to sleep in the archive’s basement??? 

How to get there:  Depending on your starting point, the best way to get to Warsaw is by plane.  For example, there are fairly cheap flights from London; see 
http://www.cheapflights.co.uk/flights/Warsaw/.  
Out of the US, the best deals are perhaps from Chicago or NYC on LOT (Polish Airlines). If you are already in continental Europe, perhaps the best way to get there is by train (or even a bus).  

As far as getting to AAN, the public transportation is very good (buses, trams) and can get you very close to the archive.  Get yourself a map of Warsaw with bus and tram lines on it.  It’s important to get an updated version of this map since the routes may have changed from the last time I was there.  You can get the map in any bookstore or even a small newsstand (called KIOSK in Polish).  If you are short on time, taxis are a good way to get you there since you won’t have to lose too much time connecting from buses to trams (and vice versa).  I highly recommend going by taxi to AAN from the Archive of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (AMSZ), which is located in the very southern tip of Warsaw where public transportation is quite scarce.  You will save time and will be able to relax a little before you start looking at docs again!   

Link to archive:  www.aan.gov.pl (in Polish only!)

Language:  I only communicated with the staff in Polish, but I would not be surprised if they spoke other languages (i.e. Russian, German, English or French).  However, most foreign researchers whom I met over there had someone who spoke Polish to assist them, or they knew some Polish.  
Getting started: The best way to start is to look at their website – please note, however, that it is in Polish only, they have a helpful list of groups of documents (in Excel File) which you can find at the heading called SPIS ZESPOŁÓW on their website at www.aan.gov.pl. The finding aids are in the form of card catalogs, all in Polish (and handwritten!) and therefore quite hard to read.  The descriptions are very general, so you are best off going through as many files as possible, as some of the “smoking guns” may be hidden in exactly those general descriptions.  
I don’t think that arranging a meeting ahead of time is necessary.  If you wish, however, you can e-mail the Director at louchin@aan.gov.pl  to inform her that you will be coming to Poland to do research.  When you arrive to the reading room for the first time, you will need to fill out a researcher application called Zgłoszenie użytkownika zasobu archiwalnego http://www.bip.ap.gov.pl/plik.php?id=43 (in Polish!)
Don’t forget to bring a photo ID with you! Also, a letter of introduction from your Professor back home or your Department will be highly appreciated and facilitate your application process (English version should be fine, but it may be a good idea to have the letter translated into Polish, just in case).   After that, you will receive an identification card, which will be required every time you visit.
Opening Hours:  The Reading Room (Pracownia Naukowa im. prof. Jerzego Skowronka) is open Mon-Fri. from 9:00am – 7:00pm; July – August (9:00am – 3:00pm); closed on Polish state holidays.
General working conditions:  The Reading Room is relatively spacious with tables that are comfortable.  There are no computers where you can check your e-mail, though (at least not when I was there), as all the finding aids are in card catalogs.  Before you go into the Reading Room, you need to store your belongings in the lockers in the basement.  No food or beverages (including water) are allowed, but pencils and pens are fine.  You can bring your cell phone, but it must be in a silent mode, of course! 
Consultation: You may turn in request slips called rewers (Polish) http://www.bip.ap.gov.pl/plik.php?id=42 for research material soon after your application is approved, which is the same day you apply. I do not recall the pull times, but I think that they are every hour or so, with a break for lunch. If memory serves me, you can have up to ten boxes (teczki) on your shelf.  I think that they can hold the files for you for 3 days, after which they will be re-shelved automatically.  But, it’s always a good idea to inform the archive staff if you will be coming back the next day or not.  
Policy on technology:  Researchers are welcome to use their own laptops in the Reading Room.  AAN does not allow the use of digital cameras for copying documents in the Reading Room.  Microfilm readers are available and you can request copies.
Photocopy policy:  Photocopies of documents may be ordered in the Reading Room.  They are not cheap, especially by Polish standards!  The basic cost of photocopies is 2 ZL (zloty) which is approximately $.60 per page if you are a researcher conducting on-site research.  There are no self-service photocopiers and all copies must be ordered by filling out a request form with documents and page numbers which you want to copy.  At times, it can take up to a couple of months to get your copies done, in which case they will have to be mailed to you and you will have to pay for them ahead of time. 

Particularities:  No complaints.  As far as food, there is a cafeteria in the basement with home cooked Polish meals, including coffee and cakes!  If you are looking for something else there are some options around the archive, including a small coffee shop, some Vietnamese eateries, and other restaurants. 

How to apply for classified files:  AAN observes the thirty years rule and I am not sure what (if any!) policy there is on obtaining classified files. 

Contact name in case of questions regarding classified files:  I am not sure if there is one designated person whom you can contact.  The best way is perhaps to contact the Director of the Archive, Ms. Jolanta Louchin at +48 (022) 822-43-48 or at e-mail: louchin@aan.gov.pl  whom I met while in Poland and who was very helpful regarding other matters.

General Assessment: AAN acquired the entire collection of the Polish United Workers’ Party records (PZPR) from 1949-1990, which is naturally a must visit for those studying the Cold War not only in Poland, Europe, but Asia (and other continents), as the records contain extremely valuable documents, such as minutes of conversations between Polish and foreign leaders, Politburo meetings, etc. shedding light on the dynamics within the international communist movement and its relations with the capitalist and developing world.  

The staff was courteous and helpful, as well as very understanding of foreign researchers, so don’t get discouraged even if you feel that your Polish language skills may not be up to speed!!!  Besides, Warsaw is a great place to visit, especially in the months between May-September where the weather is nice and the snow is nowhere to be seen during those months, which allows you to walk around the Old Town, Wilanów, and Łazienki Park while pondering the fruits of your hard research. 
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