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                 Easy Archive Tip


Date of tip: January 2006

Source: Mark László-Herbert, mark.laszlo.herbert@utoronto.ca 

Archive: Open Society Archives at Central European University (OSA) 

Location: Arany János utca 32, H-1051 Budapest (5th District, Downtown) 

How to get there: Take the blue subway line to “Arany János utca.” The archive is a one minute walk away from the subway exit. If you are at Central European University, walk one block north on Nádor utca towards Kossuth tér, then turn right on Arany János utca (5 minutes).
Link to archive: http://www.osa.ceu.hu  

Language: Mainly English and Hungarian. However, the OSA employs archivists who speak Croatian, Czech, German, Romanian, Russian, Slovak, Serbian and Ukrainian.    

Getting started: Access to the OSA is open to the public. Visitors are required, however, to register and get a researcher card. You will not need a national ID or a student ID, but you need to fill out a form. You need no letters of recommendation, but if you want to talk to an archivist (rather than merely talk to the personnel that handles the material for you), or, to the Director of the OSA (Professor István Rév, revist@ceu.hu), it is recommended that you have one handy.

It is strongly recommended that you contact the archive before you visit. Email and/or fax best. Call +36-1-3273250 to reach the receptionist of OSA. The fax number is +36-1-3273260.

Opening Hours: 10am-6pm, Monday-Friday. Shorter opening hours in summer. The OSA is closed for approximately one month during the summer. 

Make sure you contact the OSA to find out about exact opening times!
General working conditions: The reading room is large enough to accommodate 10-14 researchers (I have never encountered more than 2 or 3 researchers there at the same time). Individual desks have no lamps, but the research room is well lit. Internet access is available in the reading room. The OSA reading room has a good collection of reference works, including dictionaries, maps, encyclopaedias, and so forth. Reference guides, Reference Information Papers, the catalogues of the various archival fonds (i.e. RFE/RL, Open Society Institute, various Human Rights-related archival fonds, Hungarian Samizdat collections, etc.) can also be found in the same reading room. If you need to use a library (with works mainly in English), go to nearby Central European University (http://www.ceu.hu). Access to the stacks (at CEU’s library) is usually granted to you if you have an OSA researcher card. Borrowing is limited to CEU Library Card holders only, or, in exceptional cases, to OSA researchers. A chair /i.e. History/ must sponsor you in order for you to get a CEU Library Card. Currently, the Head of the History Department is Professor Sorin Antohi, email: antohi@ceu.hu. 

Consultation: There is no limit to the number of boxes/files you can consult per day, although the personnel will be reluctant to let you work on more than one cart full of boxes at once. Your cart/boxes can be stored for you for as many days as you wish, as long as 1) you show up regularly to work on the documents and 2) no other researcher has requested those same boxes. There are no pulling hours; boxes are usually brought to you within 10-15 minutes from submitting your request, sometimes even earlier. Try to avoid submitting your slip less than 2 hours before closing (i.e. after 4 pm). 

Policy on technology: Laptops are allowed and so are scanners and digital cameras. There is a good camera stand in the research room. A sophisticated (yet very user friendly) Fuji camera that may be connected to a computer in the research room is also available for free, if you don’t have your own, or if you run out of batteries. You can burn your documents on a CD (bring your own), or email them to yourself from the terminal to which the camera is connected (the computer is connected to the Internet). There are two computers you can use to browse the catalogue, but quickly checking your email is also okay.  
Photocopy policy: Copies are costly, I was told. Their price, however, was not posted at the time of writing. The staff encourage researchers to use their own scanners and cameras, or, the camera mentioned above.  

Particularities: Be prepared to encounter some CEU MA students in the research room who work on term essays or their MA theses. Sometimes their entering and leaving the reading room can be annoying. You must register when you enter the reading room. Discuss your questions with the personnel there; they will go out of their way to assist you. There is (will be, I was told) a small cafeteria on the ground floor. For lunch, you may want to consider walking to CEU (5 minutes) where there is a restaurant on the tenth floor of the Faculty Tower (take the elevator in front of the library entrance), and a somewhat cheaper canteen on the ground floor of the Monument Building, right next to the 9 Nádor utca entrance. One lunch (daily menu consisting of soup, main course, and fruits/dessert) in both the restaurant and the canteen should cost around 4 Euros. A la carte lunches may cost twice as much. The canteen is open only at lunch time (12 noon-2:30pm). The restaurant in the faculty tower and the cafeteria in the basement are open until 7pm. Opening hours in summer may vary.    

How to apply for classified files: OSA does not hold classified files. Researchers can access any file they wish to view. 

Contact name in case of questions regarding classified files: N/A

Etc: Some documents (and collections of documents) are more interesting than others. I found RFE/RL background reports often misleading (…). The Hungarian Samizdat collection is most interesting. OSA has copies of all the Yugoslav national TV evening news from 1992-1995 (war) on VHS cassettes, and holds numerous other materials related to the Yugoslav wars of 1992-1995. OSA also hosts a large (and growing) collection of VHS tapes on Human Rights issues all over the globe, including Rwanda or Iraq. All the exhibition materials of Galeria Centralis (see OSA website) are deposited with OSA. 

Places to Stay: If you stay longer in Budapest, sharing an apartment with CEU students might be a good idea. CEU has a database of apartments and rooms, which might be helpful. The CEU Convention Centre (the dormitories) is VERY far outside the city; it can take up to an hour to reach CEU from the CEU dorms. Dorm rooms, however, are ultramodern, equipped with broadband Internet connection, air-conditioning, private bathrooms, etc – very elegant! If you don’t come as an exchange student or have another arrangement with CEU, staying in the dorms can turn out to be very costly.
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