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               Easy Archive Tip


Date of tip: July 2005

Source: James Siekmeier, siekmeier@sprintpcs.com
 

Archive: Archivo de Relaciones Exteriores, (Foreign Ministry Archive) 

Location: Plaza Murillo, La Paz, Bolivia 

How to get there: The Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores is on the northeast corner of the Plaza Murillo, the plaza where most of the important government buildings are located. 

Address :
MINISTERIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES Y CULTO
C. Ingavi esq. c. Junín, La Paz - Bolivia 

Telephone:
(591) (2) 2408900 - 2409114 
Fax: 

(591) (2) 2408642 - 2408905 
Email: 

mreuno@rree.gov.bo 
Link to archive: http://www.rree.gov.bo/ 

Language: Spanish 

Getting started: A letter of introduction from you advisor, or department chair, is required. You do not need to send it in advance.

Opening Hours: 8am-4pm (does not close for lunch).
General working conditions: The archive contains a library, which is disorganized, and there is no card catalogue. You can consult with the librarian on how to obtain materials. The availability of cables and other communications from Bolivian embassies to the Foreign Ministry, and vice versa, is good. The availability of internal Foreign Ministry documents can be spotty.

Consultation: There is no limit to how many volumes of documents you consult at one time. In order to look at them the next day, you simply leave them on the table. There is no way of securing them. The archivist who works most directly with researchers, Lic Marta Paredes is very helpful. (See “Contact name” below.)

Policy on technology: I am not aware of any policy. I used a laptop when I was there.

 

Photocopy policy: There is no photocopier. At times, researchers can take documents out of the archive and copy them at a copy shop near the archive. 

Particularities: There is no bathroom. However, sometimes you can use the restroom of the foreign ministry, which is next door to the archive. Also, the Museo de Arte Nacional is one block away, and there is a bathroom there (you have to pay admission to enter, but it is inexpensive.) 

How to apply for classified files: In order to view “documentos reservados” (i.e., classified documents) you need to ask permission of the Ministerio de Gobernacion. I am not aware of how to do this in advance. The best thing is to start research at the archive, and ask the personnel there how to ask for permission to see them.

Contact name in case of questions regarding classified files: Lic Marta Paredes is a very helpful archivist. She likes it when researchers send copies of their publications to the archive to be placed in the library.

Etc: Because the archive is on the plaza that houses the more important government buildings, including the legislature, there are often protests in the plaza. If protests get large and/or violent, the archive will be closed.

Places to Stay: There is an inexpensive, and historic, hotel near the Archive—the ‘Hostel Republica’. There are a number of other hotels nearby.
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