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Introduction 

Each record in IBSS is assigned a number of keywords chosen from a large but fixed 
vocabulary and these are included in the subject heading field in the online database. 
Keywords make it easy for users to access all records relating to a chosen topic.  

There are over 10,000 IBSS keywords for all subjects covered by IBSS. Listed below are just 
some of the most commonly used terms for politics. The list is alphabetical, but also gives 
thematically linked smaller or related terms where appropriate. 
 
 
Keywords 

 
Administration  
¾ Public administration 

Anarchism 
Anti-capitalism  
Armaments  
Armaments industry   
¾ Defence industry 
¾ Military industrial complex 

Armed forces  
Arms limitation  
Balance of power  
Borders   
¾ Border conflicts 
¾ Border regions 
¾ Maritime borders 

Civil-military relations 
Civil service  
Conflict resolution  
Conflict theory  
Conservatism  
Constitution  
Corruption   
¾ Political corruption 

Cultural policy  
Decentralization   
¾ Devolution 

Democracy 
¾ Christian democracy 
¾ Deliberative democracy 
¾ Direct democracy 
¾ Liberal democracy 
¾ Representative democracy 
¾ Social democracy 

Democratic consolidation 
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Democratic countries 
Democratic theory 
Democratization 
Environmentalism 
¾ Ecologism   

Economic forces  
Economic policy   
¾ Foreign economic policy 
¾ Industrial policy 
¾ Agricultural policy 
¾ Commercial policy 
¾ Development policy 
¾ Energy policy 
¾ Fisheries policy 
¾ Industrial policy 
¾ Privatization 

Educational policy  
Elections   
¾ European elections 
¾ Local elections 
¾ Municipal elections 
¾ Parliamentary elections 
¾ Presidential elections 
¾ Referendums 
¾ Regional elections 

Electoral behaviour  
Electoral campaigning 
¾ Electoral campaign financing  

Electoral systems   
¾ Proportional representation 

Elites   
¾ Political elites 

Environmental policy   
European Union   
¾ EU Enlargement 
¾ Community law 
¾ Supranationalism 

Executives 
¾ Executive power 
¾ Executive-judiciary relations 
¾ Executive-legislative relations  

Feminism   
¾ Feminist theory 

Financial policy  
Foreign economic policy  
Foreign policy   
Foreign relations 
¾ Bilateral relations 
¾ Multilateralism 
¾ East-West relations  

Gender   
Globalization  
Government   
¾ Central government 
¾ Colonial government 
¾ Local government 
¾ Parliamentary government 
¾ Post-colonial government 
¾ Regional government 
¾ Self-government 
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¾ Subnational government 
Government policy  
Historiography  
Ideology   
¾ Political ideology 

Information   
¾ Access to information 
¾ Government information 
¾ Political information 

Institutions   
¾ Political institutions 

Intelligence services  
Interest groups 
¾ Lobbying 

International economic relations  
International humanitarian law  
International integration   
¾ Regional integration 

International politics  
International relations   
¾ History of international relations 
¾ International relations theory 

International security 
¾ Collective security 
¾ Regional security  

International society  
Judicial process  
Judiciary power  
Jurisdiction   
¾ International jurisdiction 

Labour influences  
Law   
¾ Administrative law 
¾ Civil law 
¾ Criminal law 
¾ Public law 
¾ International law 
¾ International humanitarian law 

Law of the air   
¾ Air space 

Law of the sea  
Leadership   
¾ Political leadership 

Left  
¾ Centre left 
¾ Extreme left 

Legal systems   
¾ Legal norms 

Legislation 
Legislature 
¾ Executive-legislative relations 
¾ Judiciary-legislative relations 
¾ Legislative power  

Legitimacy  
Liberalism    
¾ Economic liberalism 
¾ Neoliberalism 
¾ Religious liberalism 

Media   
¾ Press 
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Military aggression 
Military expenditure 
Military regimes  
Monarchy 
¾ Constitutional monarchies  

Nation 
¾ Nation state  

National security  
Nationalism   
¾ Civic nationalism 
¾ Cultural nationalism 

NATO  
Natural resources  
Opinion   
¾ Freedom of opinion 
¾ Political opinion 
¾ Public opinion 

Organized crime   
¾ Drug trafficking 
¾ Human trafficking 

Parliament 
¾ Bicameral system 
¾ Dissolution of parliament 

Party systems   
¾ Multiparty system 
¾ One-party system 

Policing   
Political actors   
Political behaviour  
Political conditions 
Political communication 
¾ Political speech 

Political culture  
Political forces   
¾ Pressure groups 

Political geography  
Political ideas   
¾ Contemporary political ideas 
¾ History of political ideas 

Political ideology 
¾ Anarchism 
¾ Communism 
¾ Conservatism 
¾ Fascism 
¾ Liberalism 

Political institutions 
¾ Executive 
¾ Judiciary 
¾ Legislature 

Political life  
Political movements   
¾ Anti-nuclear movements 
¾ Environmental movements 
¾ Independence movements 
¾ Nationalist movements 
¾ Peace movements 
¾ Separatist movements 
¾ Women's movements 

Political opposition  
Political parties   
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¾ Centre parties 
¾ Christian democratic parties 
¾ Communist parties 
¾ Conservative parties 
¾ Democratic parties 
¾ Green parties 
¾ Labour parties 
¾ Left-wing parties 
¾ Parliamentary parties 
¾ Republican parties 
¾ Right-wing parties 
¾ Social democratic parties 

Political regimes   
¾ Authoritarian regimes 
¾ Democratic regimes 
¾ Military regimes 
¾ Parliamentary regimes 
¾ Presidential system 

Political science   
¾ Political science research 

Political socialization  
Political systems  
Political thought   
Politicians  
Pollution control 
Pressure groups 
¾ Lobbying 

Presidency 
¾ Heads of state 
¾ Presidential system 
¾ Presidentialism  

Psychological factors  
Public management   
Public policy  
Public sector 
¾ Public-private partnership  

Race  
Referendums  
Refugees   
¾ Political refugees 
¾ Displaced persons 

Regime transition  
Relations between the powers  
Religion   
¾ Christianity 
¾ Islam 

Right 
¾ Centre right 
¾ Christian right 
¾ Extreme right 

Rights   
¾ Basic rights 
¾ Civil rights 
¾ Human rights 

Science policy  
Social forces  
Social policy   
¾ Health policy 
¾ Labour policy 
¾ Migration policy 
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¾ Old age policy 
¾ Population policy 
¾ Family policy 
¾ Rural policy 
¾ Urban policy 

Social system  
Socialism   
¾ State socialism 

Sovereignty   
¾ International sovereignty 

State 
¾ Church and state 
¾ State theory 
¾ Nation state 
¾ State-society relations 

State formation  
State fragmentation  
State structure  
Terrorism   
¾ Transnational terrorism 
¾ Paramilitary organization 

Transport policy  
Treaties  
United Nations   
¾ UN Charter 
¾ UN Commissions 
¾ UN Conventions 
¾ UN General Assembly 
¾ UN Secretariat 
¾ UN Security Council 
¾ UN soldiers 

Values   
¾ Class values 
¾ Cultural values 

Welfare state 
World order  
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