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THE

SOCIAL ORDER

How Prison Gangs Govern the
American Penal System










The Puzzle of Prison Gangs

prison prison
gangs gangs
form dominate

No prison gangs exist
< ><€ —><€ >
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Never rat.
Don’t be nosy.
Don’t gossip.
Don't lie.

Don’t steal.

Pay your debts.
Don’t weaken.
Don’t whine.




Total California Inmate Population, 1851-1970
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“We need to keep the boys in line. If one of our guys
IS a hot head or something and is always shooting
off his mouth It can get everyone into trouble.

We don’t want a lockdown, we don’t want a riot...If

one of my guys Is messing up then we either offer
him up to the other guys or we take him down
ourselves.”

Trammell 2009, 763-764




“Well, we don’t fight in a riot and stuff unless we
have to...If I'm locked down, then I'm not
working. You can make some serious bank in

prison and shot-callers hate it when you're In
lockdown”

Trammell 2011




‘there’s definitely not a gang scene going on’

‘It's not really like there’s a gang that runs the prison’

‘where you heard of this gang thing?, | don’t know
nothing about that’

-- from C. Phillips, Punishment & Society, 2012




Average Prison Population
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

“Fascinating ... The true subject of this N E 'I' I: l | x

unforgettable book is female bonding and
the ties that even bars can’t unbind.” NOW A NETFLIX
—People (four stars) ORIGINAL SERIES

| ORANGE
IS THE

NEW
BLACK

PIPER KERMAN




Total Female Inmate Population, 1937-2009
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Male and Female Inmate Population, 1937-2012
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