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When I am with him, smoking or 

talking quietly ahead, or whatever 

it may be, I see, beyond my own 

happiness and intimacy, 

occasional glimpses of  the 

happiness of  1000s of  others 

whose names I shall never hear, 

and know that there is a great 

unrecorded history. 

 
E. M. Forster  (ed. M. Lago and P. N. 

Furbank), Selected Letters of E. M. 

Forster I: 1879–1920 (London 

1983),  269  







Introduction: A ‘great unrecorded history’ 

      

Glimpses of a History  

Early desires?   9000 BC 

A gender-changing goddess southern 1800 BC  

Ancient Egyptian twins or lovers?  1375 BC 

Heroic love in Mesopotamia  1200 BC 

Iconography not pornography  950 BC 

The Lesbian poet   600 BC 

Greek men together   540 BC 

Italian seductions   50 BC 

The ‘Warren cup’   AD 10  

Glimpses of women together   50 

An imperial romance   130 

The lord of the dance   1100 

Rape or rapture   1200 

A medieval sinner   1320 

‘New’ worlds    1513 

The ‘divine’ prisoner   1533 

Love among warriors   1550 

Divine androgyny  1600 

Shakespearean love   1609 

Pages at the Persian court   1625 

Executing sodomites  1730 

 

Erotic voyeurism  1770 

A celebrity soldier   1787 

Pacific embraces   1800 

English abroad   1818 

Spring in Japan   1840 

From secret to science   1865 

One year in North America   1891 

Desire in the museum  1900 

Out in Africa    1900 

Aesthetic and other movements  1905 

Expressionist ceramics   1925 

A historical facade   1928 

Loves ancient and modern   1966 

Towards equality   1967 

Protests and rights   1970 

A quilt    1980  

Remembering the dead   1981- 

Indian loves    1993 

The rainbow world   1994 

Playing with tradition   1997 

Towards a modern view  Now 

 

Epilogue: (Re-)writing histories  





















• Drag pack 



  



  



 





 























 



 





 



 



 











 



 

     britishmuseum.org/samesexdesireandgenderidentity 



britishmuseum.org/visiting/planning_your_visit/object_trails/desire_and_diversity.aspx 



 



 



 



 



 



 



A bold and progressive move by one of the world's most global (and oldest) 

#museums: http://t.co/Rl2qpiAvkt @LondonLGBTPride @britishmuseum 

  

Will/would/could @metmuseum develop something like this? 

RT@globalmuseum: British Museum launches gay guide dlvr.it/3Y8Qnh 

 

Well done @britishmuseum! RT @dinoboy89: British Museum launches gay 

guide http://t.co/IAUjgbVY5U 

 

booking my train ticket as I type: British Museum launches gay guide 

http://t.co/jALnzqm8jw 

  

British Museum launches gay guide. I really want to go. http://t.co/5jVUfpZRcE 

   

 
Fucking awesome: British Museum launches gay audio guide 

http://t.co/lvHxsFniDo 

 

 

http://topsy.com/s?q=
http://t.co/Rl2qpiAvkt
http://topsy.com/twitter/londonlgbtpride
http://topsy.com/twitter/britishmuseum
http://twitter.com/metmuseum
http://twitter.com/globalmuseum
http://t.co/L8MiNWgjnk
http://topsy.com/twitter/britishmuseum
http://topsy.com/twitter/dinoboy89
http://t.co/IAUjgbVY5U
http://t.co/jALnzqm8jw
http://t.co/5jVUfpZRcE
http://t.co/lvHxsFniDo
















 On sent que vous rejetez le centre. Vous ne pouvez pas 

y vivre. 

 

 Le centre est partout. Le centre est où nous 

sommes. Pour le moment, le centre, c’est cette 

table. 

  

  Marguerite Yourcenar in conversation with Bernard Pivot, 1979 



 
 




