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Research Programme

« Strand 1: Historical Representations
— Archival research in the Victoria Theatre Collection.

— Representations of ageing/intergenerational relationships in the
documentaries. Detailed analysis of particular documentaries: ‘The
Knotty’; ‘Fight for Shelton Bar!” and ‘Nice Girls'.
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The Vic's 10th Musical Documentary
Opening Wednesday 30 May 1990
V) A Y

THE KNOTTY

AMusical documentaryon the
North Staffordshire Railway

VICTORIA THEATRE
Stoks-oa-Trent, 1978

An Introduction to the Show

Jack And The Beanstalk
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e Strand 2: Recollections and Contemporary Representations
— Individual/couple interviews: n=79 (@1.5 hrs) - 95 people in total.

— Group interviews: n=10; further discussion of theatre in relation to
ageing, intergenerational relationships and sense of place.

— Ethnography: participant observation with New Vic volunteers.



Strand 3: Performance
Intergenerational workshops: Sept 2011 - May 2012




Strand 3: Performance
Ages and Stages Exhibition: 25t June — 215t July 2012
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Strand 3: Performance
Our Age, Our Stage: rehearsals and tour, June - July 2012
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The Place of Theatre in

- Representations and Recollections of m newdynamics of ageing ® new dynamics of ageing
Ageing RES365-25:0005 Aqv.g\md oo _/ g s
‘Ages and Stages is a collaboration between Keele University and the New Vic Theatre, Newcastle- ot(lq
Under-Lyme, 1uNTIng from Octaber 2009 Lo Juy 2012, We are explorie now age and sgeng have Ages and Stages: the place of theatre in representations

Ages and Stages: Policy Brief
documentaries from the 1960s to the 1990s; what part the theatre has played in constructing

individual and community identities and creating and preserving community memory; the
relationship between older people’s involvement in the theatre and continuing social engagement in
later life; the practical and policy implications of our research findings. This project is funded by the
New Dynarmics of Ageing (NDA) cross-council research programme.
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and recollections of ageing

Compiled by: Jackie Reynolds, Consultant; "o
Wichelle Rickett, Research Associate; Miriam Bernard, Principal Investigator.

This policy brief is an outcome of the New Dynamics of Ageing {NDA) funded research project
entitled Ages and Stages: the place of theatre in representations and recollections of ageing. The
project (2009-12) was a collaboration between Keele University and the New Vic Theatre,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire. Combining literary, cuftural and historical analyses with
qualitative interview work and research-led practice, Ages and Stages provided both theoretical
and practical understandings of the role that theatre plays in the lives of older people and in the
wider community. The research was drawn together to create a new documentary drama Our
Age, Our Stage and the associated Ages and Stages Exhibition. Our Age, Our Stage toured schoals,
colleges, retirement communities and local councils and was performed to a capacity audience.

f 500 people at the New Vic Theatre on July 11" 2012.

Research Programme and Methods Outputs and Outcomes
Strand 1 explores historkcal representations of ageing through literary and | | + A new social documentary performance
cultural analyses of materisls relating to the Victorie Thestre's social and associated extibition;

Our research findings have policy implications that may be viewed in the context of what is often
documentaries, held in the Victoria Theatre Archive.

referred to as ‘active ageing’, as well as a growing interest in older people’s arts engagement
This briefing identifies key policy developments relating to older people; reviews their

Materials and workshaps for practitioners,

Strand 2 focuses on recollections and contemporary of . . s

apeing through 80 indiidual quallcative: imterviews and s saries of group teachers, implications and thase of our research findings; and makes a series of recommendations for
Intericurs. with older people who werefare: (i) sources for the Vics social similar work; policy makers who might be interested in developing and including intergenerational
‘documentaries; {i] theatre volunteers; () audience. members throughout in their policies and practices

their Ines; (i) actors and theatre empioyess who continue 1o Iive in the
Potteries. In addition, partiepant observation is being carmied out 3t the
theatre, with volunteers and oider people particpating in edueationsl and

Policy guidance, briefs and workshops;

Key Recommendations: Ages and Stages is a collaboration between Keele University and the New Vic Theatre, New castle-under-

A conferencs on Thestre, Ageing snd

socialavents and actvtes Lyme. 2009and July 2012, we explored historical
Community Memory'; = Policies need to reflect the fact that participation in creative activities can be an Vicssodal oldes pecplewly
I Strand 3, materials 1 _— . important aspect of ‘ageing well. volunteers act audience membs the The research
the New Vic Youth Thestre and clder people to create a new social g ) ) ) was dawn together plece of d led Our Age, Our Stage and the
vper * Itis necessary to join up policy agendas on ‘arts, heath and well-being’ with those i
. ° i =on assoclated Ages and Stages Exhibition.
addressing the needs of ‘an ageing society’.
evabucted i, @ variety of community settings.
«  Folicies to promote social cohesion sh the potential of Our research demonstrates:

Research Tearm - Miriam Bemard (P, il Rezzano {New Vic Theatre), David migoni, Lucy Munro, Michael Murray, Michelle
845 or e-mall Keele.scuk

theatre and drama as a medium for the inclusion of older and younger people.
Ricketr, Ruth Basten, 733

o The importance of challenging stereotypes  * The role that theatre and drama can play as
that creativity dedlines/csases in old age. amedium for the inclusion of lder and

« Opportunities for intergenerational groups to work creatively together should be by
y Joanna Bomat, Romy Chesseman, anet st Mel Ktainryscis, Ray ohnson, included as part of Age Friendly Cities and Communities initiatives, and should contribute * Connections between kdentit, belonging, ”
Nick ones, jes ‘Gordon Ramsay, - Mary Brown, Tony Cate, Teresa Lefort, Elzsbath 10 planning processes well-being self d self-confiden . sense of

Sclater

http//www_keele.ac.uk/agesandstages/

participation of older and younger people in creative activities.

Better and more widespread information and publicity is needed to encourage the

and how they can be enhanced through
theatre and drama.

wellbeing for both clder and younger
participants, with practical and policy
implications for community cohesion.

~+=nre of participation- through
~*iecmative

The necesstty of joining up policy agendas
onarts, health and well-being with those
* - ~sadcof an‘ageing society.
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Where next? Ages and ’)’

Follow-on-Funding from the Arts and Humanities Research
Council (AHRC)- (01.08.12 - 31.07.13)

— Establish an intergenerational theatre company at the New Vic.
— Develop and evaluate new performance pieces/two week tour.
— Develop, deliver and evaluate an inter-professional training course.

— Scope out, with a range of partners, the potential for a ‘Creative Age
Festival’ in Stoke-on-Trent and North Staffordshire.






For more information Ages and "'

‘Ages and Stages’ Team
Room CM1.16,

Claus Moser Research Centre
Keele University
Staffordshire
ST5 5BG

Tel: +44 (0)1782 733846

http://www.keele.ac.uk/agesandstages/
http://agesandstagesproject.blogspot.com/
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Beyond the Book
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i r‘ﬂ'heve ave wowse Jch’\mas n Life than L‘w‘mﬁ in
J(ew.govavn?r 4CCowmiod i oy . Sowetiwes 4 s%ql?f in

a hostel 15 juqt what we need 1o 44ain Condvol
of ow Lives.
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\,‘\Ee‘s Cdsv%, as a Litile
Xid becawse youve got.
w dont neer Yo w?)wva,
abhout V\OJt\r\'\V\% ‘%DW'S@L’E-
Youve gavents ave theve
1o Look after you. \QD‘A'VC
%o% £ood on the Yable
wade by youwr pavents.
we CLothes ave done

b‘,’ wour pavents.

dad. well T H\OW&H he was wy
dad ab the Yiwe. wsed Yo have an oLd
Ford Capri and we wsed 4o 4o Yo all
these wiotor shows every weekend. .

= =

Tve ot an oLdev
Lrother. also fvom
wy geoger dad as well

T4 een xo;me howible
things Like Td seen
~~ depmdad whack. batter

M?,M\AM.

It seewed Like voowal Life. T4 wamt sowne{»k\ms uapu'& 40 and shave on the tlaiy &‘
round .

Like, "Oh. .
wy dad heat wip wiawt wp.” T Jusk J(hqwam it was 4 vovwal way, of Life.



4wl on foe. T4 say T savted seeing it when '
, L uas about 7 up wakil she Left him when T was
, about 14 T think.

T4 was when T was ahout
15 when T vealiced

dad uas wy sheg=dad.
M& wium and wiy brother

told we becaunse

brother ok KiCked ouk ""'“*}
bva, wy steg=dad . As soon

as he twened 16, he %o«\
Xicked out of the house .

0 then 14 was Just we

and wy sister Left. ¢

Me and wu, brother saw that wy sister 4ot a Lot wove
. than we did. T dond know if that was because she was the

younder one at the Yiwe o whether 14 was favowitism
heCause she was Wis aCtual daghter and we wevent his sons |
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| S0 vay beother went to £
wy veal dad....
S

M} brother used o Cowe

down and see we dLL the.
hwe Like. ov hed v’\mﬁ we,
and he used to say. “Youve
got Yo Cowe and weet vour
froper dad with we. Youve
ot Yo Cowe and weet your
proper dad” but T wasmt

indevested . Wheve had he

been for past 15 yedes ity

he vew wheve we weve?

T saw things change a LitiLe
bit. T stavked detting €5
; pocket wioney a week ...

As Sav a5 T was concemed T
was happy. beCause way wnw had
4 new bo\%lfv‘\en& at this fiwe ...

I wasm'}t seeing Wiy winw, detin
beat wp- Wife was just bi{{e\r‘é.
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L uent throwgh wy school Life
eeind dlL thee Xids n theiv
Adidas fackies and everythivg

and theves we in wy Tesco feackies.

L went do 4 pretly \wsb\‘
> L\\%L\ school as wel L.
-

&

s 1 nce&e&.wuonev& to fit into Hhis. in with thee geople T didnt really cae about getting qualifications
Like. s0 T went the WOng way ahout eH‘m% wioney. at “‘er end of sChool hecaue T Just thought
Ysed o pinch ik off wap waawt and that... sowething woud fall indo tLace.... '

CAREERS FAIR (

THIS way wedp

/

But Luckily T had vy fomn teaher af | T was convinced T didnt ne;& school bhecause T was 1
school. Paul. T had vespech £or the wp going into the Avny. 1 didnt weed no{k‘\v\% to %e% '\vdo.
becane he spoke to we vorwally. He had  the Ay T just veeded 4o pass the Avwy fests, T didnt
vespect for we. 50 T showed, 14 hack. veed qualifications....
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Paul Left in Year Like. So thvomah Year 10 T had a ety voudh year veally Like and then Left s(,k‘doL. 1 %ed Yo
weet up with Paul and he wed Yo take we gool o bouling o sowething Like and we just wed o talk about things. He
wsed, to ask we how sChool was 4oing. Hellivg we to keeg ug the qood work. Just basically encowaqing we.

; \ _\- e ) 5 . &

The wiqht befove the Ava intervicn. Muws \,o\ﬁv\ev\i Just stavted doing dead andvw with we and alC b was s
T ik aning wy \Joo}sw'?f e T4 put the golish on with H\? Ofr? brush '\:3;31& of wing the on brush.

. So 14 dot the brushes wixed up That that Led o we be'\ms Xicked owt

at 1§, the day before T was dwe do 9o for the indewiew

3 _
The fivst gevson who Cawe into wiy head o help we was Paul and i wae
ALY about ten oClock at m%\m‘. 1d qone fo the veavest ghone hox and I had
S, his howse and wiohile nawiher Like....
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His wife. boawa,
wiade we 4 brew
and that. They
¢k wp 4 bed in
the spave voom and
Sd-‘&_ "YOM (/d“
stay heve. 1Lk
Lake uou Yo ‘%9"‘"."‘.
denview Yowor™,:
vow and well see . °]
how 14 does from

theve.

T said +o wuw, “Iw wot \)C'\V\Q)
Punny, wiawt, bt Tw ok Cowr™
'm% back Yo that house watil
hes gone. Youve Ms'\(,aLLu}
wiade we do Ut\’\;. by wn%wmw{s

wiuwt. she was wieant Yo Love
we. she was weant o Look after
we. She Let another wian con”
ol hev Life aqain and thats
wy wims problew. She £alls
n Love easily and Leds wen
Just walX alL ovewr L\ev-;: .

Tl/\c

to help thew

Lowent for wy inderviews with the Av b-

o fit enough....
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4 prepavation Couvse.

ras %o help 4ou with the two mseuch ov‘\ {ea&? *'fosé dp(
e fitness Levelis ﬁ\q. o L\ekefkem with team huildin

- ‘ . €iv Conti (e up. { " .

The officer said T wam quite t,onfmﬂ TLL give M'?J( g 4 '30 S Y'ML\‘




24 week infantvy hasic dedini
with fLuam% Colows... ey bas g .;
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T was doi wo day seleckion 00
din an&%lwv‘\%\u& i J(? T Cowqletely L soon (/OM\’LC*CJ\ the

Q'\&%& it this fiwe.

i

4ot ficked for the Pava dleckion Cowse and T was Like. "Whoa. Tve only just dove way fedivivg wian ¥ was tuelve weeks &mwﬁ M@P v
Cousse. Cawe back and T was fully qualified. On yow vark dide you have a pavachute with spead vings. $o Tw wal ki about wy Cawy
with Hhese ings on we. evombody dlL of 4 sdden knew we. knew wg‘m.we.. - T4 vever exorienced that Kind of vesgect befove.

9 ’ “ e © In 2005, we qot shigged out
“ e = - T o " 1o Tead for seven wionths and
T -] = c> v
P P ,,,WEV: ey I8 Haat was 4 howible glace do be...
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" We were.in 4 droup of fow Land Rovers,
called Snatches. T 4ot o wy orders a bt iMoN BILI?
Late.T should have been n the second vand. JyouRE LATE:

& aok indo 4 fop Yob
}wt %-OI ‘wd& Like. ev

g Becane T was Lake, T 9ot Chucked
sl : into the thivd ove...

That econd satch
Wik 4 voadside howd. »
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“ Theve weve 0 wiang. geofle theve, o wian
Tragis theve. T4 was Like Jche»& knew what
was Lawmm%. Well obvioudy they had
tlanved 4 TH was wiadves. We wee

theve teying to Calw thivgs down. Calm

Yo o8 wy, prethy %oo& wates gt ' 4 i}\; s\;u%’:;v?\ef:r.r\c\,[:%%o% dhvek\(kc on
1 saw two 0% s y e, pLe. Who was on
blown fo gieces in front of way eyes.... s g i = top Cover, half of by \)o‘I%. it had Just
,——g—ﬁ &cs&vaﬁﬁ& halt of liwn.
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We had to 4o back Yo

Cawg and they sent we
on two weeks Leave

Cowe back fvowm Traq. head was wessed,
Toaq and T wuskve had about fifteen qrand i wy bank. what Tve save
Hheve 0 Jusk saved, wyy wioney wp. T wasted iy woney
and e was involved n dvgs ak the tiwe and he

In M@C\Qfs it did we
and T went and enjoue

ioo&. because 14 stopped we thinki

et two weks R and
\‘Ilo‘:oﬂbowt back fo the
(/ovuvﬂwr L ouk Jov
o few weeks

LVRREW BALANCE!
£15 . 862,01

| Do Vou REQUIRE
ANOTHER SERICEP

)
£

wva:ch instead ...

L

and T qot involved n dvwds. T weet ug with
gok we involved in fills and. that Like and T stacted taking gills...

Then T went back ‘

and fivtished wy

duties in Tvag ..

L

up wian and T cawe bhaok howe. T had thvee weeks o&‘f:&\en 5 d % ba
4 ug. Theves ot veally wanCh you Can buy, over

) about the Uv\'m%s thatd '3m’(‘lqa.nev\e&
& o
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oLder brother. Mark.
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But then after the theee |

.,
I kvew I was o
weeks T 4ot back o wiy

9oing to fail

T 4oes into wu Cowmandi

o‘.‘?‘ycm of‘l,‘::t and he 502?., 53
“Why did you take 1?7 1 TR

T want out of the Avwy ke

and T didnt want do wait”

Youve %o% o s&a\% in for four o .

ravs waless you det wt&‘\caLL»}
'n(,l\av%e& or XiCked out for

dvugs. A Lot of peogle would

take &m%s de_v& to %ﬁ% Xicked

out. Dishovowrahle &'ucb\aw&&

T come out of the Awy and

thats basically when wy Life . -

fwmed ugside down veally.. we

— =

= |[Fog| e

Cowe out of the A . Eﬂiwas havd o get
another Job. Even meh T4 been in the A%
for fuo and 4 hal s geavs it was shill havd to
5le avother Yob hecauwe of the veasons wb\\a, T %Olr
Kicked out of the Avwna,

_&® . 3 |

|1 didnt even ot i intenise
Por McDonalds and that wade
we think. “Whoa'. McDondld’s
| wplous am?fbo&?. Like. but -\»L\Cuﬁ
duont ewgloy we.....
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5 . - - '
Becawse T conldnt get a Job T dwmed do Criwe wive to fund wy
wlk to wyy bank. put way card i and withdvaw 200 uid whenever Thuanted . When T Cawe out'of the Aoy,

T vealiced that T Yook wioney, Lo %vank&‘

Id b

house

: iI, dept vowdh Lov
one wight M;%n& it
howible. T didwn
Like it at all ...

w LCJ\ wium
B&M4 % J:ook~
Juoncy off Pal..

was

4

i r He 0\3\/\0\1\\\,\'& A{\&Y\"\
[ want we Livivg theve Fl

1 was L'\\&C. £ 2 wom\,&v\‘-\ )
wove ko the hostel . Tts fm&l,
| of b&%\\,\ea&s. Tw dlvight 4a”.

S NN

1 had vo choice but to cowe heve. T wek sowe veal %oo& friends

Like. You et vew faces alL the Yiwes, which ave bound fo awive.
but Tve seen peofle awive and det attached to cider. Ciders the
wiain one. T went on it for a hit. No %oo& that....
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{‘ Tve been in prison once. heen

on suspended, sentence. done
Cowmuni by sevviCe. probation.

| This wade i} even

-" havder o get a job...

T wank wy own glace. Tve qot
4 wice dilfviend now, weve
both Living heve. T want wy
own Kids, T want way own Cav.
T uant wyy own glace and T
wank wyy own decent Yob. Youve
nevev %:'\W% Yo %C" that unless
er otheved Yo do sow&h'm%.
1 saw that T wamt qoing to
gek aLL that by 4oing out and
(,oww\'\H'\v\Q wiwe dll the Yiwe.
That was just qoing Yo %e% we
own ove=wian Yail cell for
avother God Knows how wany
= yeavs and T didnt want that.
Twe l/(\;& Y;o wiany " T4 been thee once and that
avs of St QVOWNA g enough. Tt taught we vot
v\i—‘“ﬂ a b Tk oty g, :ﬁ%km% a:;?'m Like.
Ld o

@ T ik and tived of
Just siting avound aLL
day doing vothing and
T wanted to ?el. sowething
owt of ww&l_'\.e .

————

1 went to the Job Centee and the

s g ol we q—\llo“% sowething Called the Futwe Jobs Fund “Theyll get )
be\;tg&k?: ; wee;a'kc ?ovcmme::\ £ay you wational wiiviwum wade. It onLv& 4 six wonth fewp %ﬁ‘m&ﬁi'\ke mb:;\(‘)t‘)ll
£ " get gou another Job." She went «H\wuvst\ the Lisk of Jobs "ILL 4o for ; e
: anoth ! d for that L uek”
A week Lader she vang we up. “Hi B\LL‘%. gou staet next Tmes&dv& Cutting grass and \a'\ﬁc\«mﬁ MQ‘L'\I:;'ZV?“.C«S& ek
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