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 What is the structural role of journalism in UK
politics and how well does it perform?

 How is political journalism changing?

 What impact might that have on democracy?



How did this....

Emily Thornberry MP ©
@EmilyThornberry

Image from #Rochester




lead to this?

Search Sky News
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Miliband Reveals Anger Over 'Sneering' Tweet

The Labour leader says his close ally Emily Thornberry had to quit as her
photo of a flag-draped home was disrespectful. Fric

Top Stories
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It was mainly this

Guido Fawkes o
y GuidoFawkes

Snob RT @EmilyThornberry: Image from
#Rochester
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Plus a lot of this

Snob Labour MP's Twutter dig at
White Van Man's England flags|




Though it wouldn’t work without this



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2k1iRD2f-c

Unique or a precedent?

Rochester by-election — damage limitation
Over-reaction by over-sensitive leader

Inevitable consequence of febrile networked
political media (and polling day media
vacuum)

Toxic combination of anti-Labour blogger (who
works for) and anti-Labour newspaper

Genuine problem with core vote perception of
aloof politicians and out of touch Labour elite



What does journalism do for politics?

e Information i Sl
o WA =gl R
[facts, records, statistics, events, > T

policies]
* Deliberation _
[debate, analysis, comment, opinion] |

e Accountability

[investigation, audit, voice for
citizen, campaigns]




The Fourth Estate

“There were three
‘estates In
Parliament. But,
In the Reporters
Gallery yonder,
there sits a
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History of news: a battle between
press & power

OBSCURE

SCRIBBLERS

A Hiswory of Parliamentary Journalism




History of news: a battle between
press & power

Inns of court: state PR

Holborn printers — licensed press

Covent Garden coffee houses — paid hacks
Reporting parliament — a controlled Lobby

Broadcasting — public and commercial — all
regulated

Internet & social media — call for controls



The problem with
political journalism is..?




The (politician’s) problem with
political journalism is..?

Unaccountable power
Bias

Obsession with process
Cynicism

_ack of information
_ack of expertise

L oss of local press




The (journalist’s) problem with
political journalism is..?

Lack of resources for (political) journalism
Government secrecy
Government and party spin and manipulation

Disintermediation: increased role of social
networks & public relations



The (public’s) problem with
political journalism is..?

Too complicated

Too cynical

Too belligerent, biased
Too much process
Boring

Irrelevant — ‘Westminster
bubble’

Too simplistic
Not critical enough

Too complicit — not critical
or radical enough

Sensationalist

Not informed enough about
realities of policy-making



Press power?

IT'S THE SUN
WOT WON IT
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PR power?




Triumph of spin?







Leveson’s verdict

CEECAN A LEVESON REPORT
LORD JUSTICE LEVESON: PRESS IS VITAL AS

GUARGIAN OF PUBLIC INTEREST

e Politicians “developed too close a relationship
with the Press in a way which has not been in

the public interest’

e Regular political journalism was "in robust
good health and performing the vital public
interest functions in a vigorous democracy,"
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Networked Journalism

* Mark Ferguson at LabourList is sceptical about Asheroft's message.

@@ First, lets do a spot of arithmetic. 25% solid support + 17%
new support = 42%. That's the votes Labour have accrued
so far, according to Asheroft, without taking a much firmer
line on the deficit. Now | don't know about you, but I'd take
a Labour vote of 42% in the General Election. On the
current boundaries that could give us a majority of around
80.

Yet the Ashcroft polling suggests Labour could secure the
win — and gain an extra 10% of the electorate — by taking a
firmer line on the cuts. That may well be true. And who
wouldn't want to win 52% of the vote? Imagine the majority
then? And Labour would be the first government in a
generation o genuinely command the support of a majority
of those who voted.

And yet...we all know that Iife is not that simple, nor should
it be. By taking a harder line on cuts (by, for example,
accepting Tory spending limits for the early years of a
Labour government) we might win a chunk of that 10% of
potential Labour voters who are up for grabs. But we'd
certainly lose a significant and unknowable % of the 42%
who are already supporting us — either long standing party
supporters who would see us as too close to the Torles, or
former Lib Dems, who might feel let down by a second
party in as many years.

* George Ealon at the New Statesman says the research shows that
56% of people would like to see a Labour-led government after the next
election.

From the Sun's Tom Newton Dunn.

ﬂ Tom Newton Dunn W Follow

@tne

A senior Lab figure's response to Asheroft poll: "Always glad
of advice from two time losing Tory election boss". A shame
if they ignore it.

21 Nov 12 4 Reply 13 R

Updated at 11.51am GMT

am GMT

Here's Rachel Reeves, the shadow chief secretary to the Treasury, on
the borrowing figures. (See 9.46am.)

@@ George Osborne is borrowing billions more simply to pay
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I'm not writing my usual Politics Live blog today, but, as an alternative,
here's Politics Live: readers' edition. It's intended to be a place where
you can catch up with the latest news and find links to good politics blogs
and articles on the web.

Andrew Sparrow and
Guardian readers
Friday 23 November
2012 08.53 GMT
guardian.co.uk

E Jump to comments
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non-political political fora
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Structural change:
Mixed media — but all networked

e Traditional e NMonde
(I ) d' B|B|C /NE?V%
egacy' media A g fla

~ PEOPLE’'S DAILY

e Social news

. BuzzF 0 YOU
Cedia © reddit 1

* Social networks

Pinterest ,



Politicians

News
Media

Public




Political reporting is now networked

Politicians




Redefine ‘Journalist’

e Curator

* Partner

e Social networker
e Specialist



Redefine ‘News’

e (Open) Data

* Transient ‘liquid’ reality

* Relationship not authority
* Contested not objective



What difference does it make?

e |Influence —who has it?

 Proportionality — a fair voice?

e Verification — what’s true?

e Acceleration — faster, instant, all the time
e Destabilisation — surprise, ambush, reveal
e Superficiality — attention & distraction
 Fragmentation or diversity?



Filter bubbles?




Filter bubbles?




Distraction?

1968 average TV
soundbite 43”

1988 average TV
soundbite 9”

1892 average
newspaper quote 1.7
column inches

1916 average
newspaper quote 1.0
column inch




Distraction?

Medium's seven minutes
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A challenge to politicians




Challenge to journalists




Real problem is engagement, attention
& authenticity

]




How to get people’s attention

21. But ultimately Ed Miliband is the British political
champion when it comes to staring at floods.



http://www.buzzfeed.com/jimwaterson/pictures-of-politicians-in-wellies-and-staring-at-floods
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