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Today’s lecture

How political journalism is becoming networked
Redefining political journalism & news

The filter bubble problem

The distraction problem

Making mediation more democratic?

Making politics more democratic?

Challenges to journalism & politics

Regaining engagement in networks



« “..thejoining of these two forces - the
information revolution and the human urge to co-
operate for justice - makes possible for the first
time in history something we have only dreamt
about: the creation of a truly global society. A
global society where people anywhere and
everywhere can discover their shared values,
communicate with each other and do not need to
meet or live next door to each other to join
together with people in other countries in a
single moral universe to bring about change....”



Remaking the world with the Web?




Remaking the world with the Web?
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTE6cTBrGcA

* “It used to be thought —and | include myself
in this — that help was on the horizon. New
forms of communication would provide new
outlets to by-pass the increasingly shrill tenor
of traditional media. In fact, the new forms
can be even more pernicious, less balanced,
more intent on the latest conspiracy theory
multiplied by five”

* Tony Blair Reuters ‘feral beasts’ speech 2007
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non-political political fora
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http://www.mumsnet.com/Talk/am_i_being_unreasonable

Networked Journalism

* Mark Ferguson at LabourList is sceptical about Ashcroft's message.

@@ First, lets do a spot of arithmetic. 25% solid support + 17%
new support = 42%. That's the votes Labour have accrued
so far, according to Asheroft, without taking a much firmer
line on the deficit. Now | don't know about you, but I'd take
a Labour vote of 42% in the General Election. On the
current boundaries that could give us a majority of around
80.

Yet the Ashcroft polling suggests Labour could secure the
win = and gain an extra 10% of the electorate — by taking a
firmer line on the cuts. That may well be true. And who
wouldn't want to win 52% of the vote? Imagine the majority
then? And Labour would be the first government in a
generation to genuinely command the support of a majority
of those who voted.

And yet...we all know that life is not that simple, nor should
it be. By taking a harder line on cuts (by, for example,
accepting Tory spending limits for the early years of a
Labour government) we might win a chunk of that 10% of
potential Labour voters who are up for grabs. But we'd
certainly lose a significant and unknowable % of the 42%
who are already supporting us — either long standing party
supporters who would see us as too close o the Tories, or
former Lib Dems, who might feel let down by a second
party in as many years.

» George Eaton at the New Statesman says the research shows that
56% of people would like to see a Labour-led government after the next
election.

From the Sun's Tom Newton Dunn.

“ Tom Newton Dunn W Follow

@tnewtondunn

A senior Lab figure's response to Asheroft poll: "Always glad
of advice from two time losing Tory election boss". A shame
if they ignore it.

21 Nov 12

Updated at 11.51am GMT

am GMT

Here's Rachel Reeves, the shadow chief secretary to the Treasury, on
the borrowing figures. (See 9.46am.)

@@ George Osborne is borrowing billions more simply to pay
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Structural change:
Mixed media — but all networked
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Political reporting is now networked

Politicians




Redefine ‘Journalist’

* Curator

* Partner

* Social networker
* Specialist



Redefine ‘News’

* (Open) Data

* Transient ‘liquid’ reality

* Relationship not authority
* Contested not objective



What difference does it make?

* Influence —who has it?

* Proportionality — a fair voice?

* Verification — what’s true?

* Acceleration — faster, instant, all the time
* Destabilisation — surprise, ambush, reveal
* Superficiality — attention & distraction

* Fragmentation or diversity?



Filter bubbles?
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ilter bubbles?
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Fragmentation?




Distraction?

1968 average TV
soundbite 43”

1988 average TV
soundbite 9”

1892 average
newspaper quote 1.7
column inches

1916 average
newspaper quote 1.0
column inch




Distraction?

Medium's seven minutes

7 Min

Avg Total Seconds Per Post

4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

Post Length, Minutes



Democratisation?

No easy way to say this...
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KjOa1bWYMs8

Nick Clegg translated to HONEST
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUDjRZ30SNo&feature=related

Nick Clegg reaction on - The Apology Song - I'm Sorry
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dNUiNYFcw8g&feature=related

Media coverage of the Nick Clegg Apology Song: I'm Sorry
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9egE3DjAynw&feature=relmfu
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Meet the new political journalists




A challenge to politicians




A challenge to journalism?

e “It....forces journalists and news
organisations to demonstrate to
what extent they are now part of
an establishment it is their duty to
report.”

 Emily Bell



http://emilybellwether.wordpress.com/2010/12/07/how-wikileaks-has-woken-up-journalism/

The real crisis is not authority but
attention

Trust — transparency - accountability
Value — verification — utility
Relevance — proximity — diversity

Empowerment — investigative, disruptive,
critical, reflexive, open



How to get people’s attention

21. But ultimately Ed Miliband is the British political
champion when it comes to staring at floods.



http://www.buzzfeed.com/jimwaterson/pictures-of-politicians-in-wellies-and-staring-at-floods
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