
Dalits in Neoliberal India
Mobility or Marginalisation?

Editor: Clarinda Still – University of Oxford, 
UK 

This book highlights the contradictions 
and disjunctures dalits face, resulting in 
simultaneous improvement and deterioration 
of their status in society. It discusses their 
rise and progress along with continuing 
exploitation and oppression as well as their 
polarisation in terms of class, education, 

economic position, caste, identity and political interests

9781138020245, Hb, 292pp
...........................................................................................................................

Why India Votes?
Mukulika Banerjee – London School of 
Economics and Political Science, UK

Attempting a national picture of the 
Indian electorate, this book is based 
on a comprehensive and comparative 
ethnographic exploration conducted across 
India to probe and explain the motivations 
of ordinary voters. Examining in detail what 
people think about politicians, the electoral 
process, democracy and their own role within 

it, it marks an innovation in anthropological research.

9781138019713, Pb, 328pp
...........................................................................................................................

Criminal Capital
Violence, Corruption and Class in Industrial India

Andrew Sanchez – University of Kent, UK

Criminal Capital is an ethnographic analysis of the relationship between 
neoliberalism, criminality and the reshaping of class in modern 
industrial India. It examines the links between capitalism, corruption, 
trade unionism, violence; and labour politics in contemporary Indian 
society and public policy.

9781138921962, Hb, Forthcoming
...........................................................................................................................

The Politics of Caste in West Bengal
Editors: Uday Chandra – Max Planck Institute for the Study of 
Religious and Ethnic Diversity, Göttingen, Germany; Geir Heierstad – 
Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional Research, Oslo, Norway; 
and Kenneth Bo Nielsen – University of Bergen, Norway

This book presents a comprehensive analysis of the changing dynamics 
of politics of caste in colonial and postcolonial West Bengal. Drawing 
on cutting-edge scholarship and using an interdisciplinary approach, 
it examines why caste continues to be neglected in the politics of the 
state, as also how caste relations have permeated the politics of the 
region. 

9781138921481, Hb, Forthcoming
...........................................................................................................................

Politics, Landlords and Islam in 
Pakistan
Nicolas Martin – University College London, 
UK

Politics, Landlords and Islam in Pakistan explores 
the linkages between politics, religion, 
class, and caste in politics in rural Pakistan. It 
documents how landlords continue to wield 
arbitrary and despotic power over much of 
Pakistan’s rural population in the 21st century, 
and how participatory democracy has been 

subverted and has largely benefitted rural elites. 

9781138821880, Hb, Forthcoming
...........................................................................................................................

Series Editor: Mukulika Banerjee – London School of Economics and Political Science, UK

Exploring the Political in South Asia is devoted to the publication of research on the political cultures of the region. The books in 
this series present qualitative and quantitative analyses grounded in field research, and explore the cultures of democracies in their 
everyday local settings, specifically the workings of modern political institutions, practices of political mobilisation, manoeuvres of 
high politics, structures of popular beliefs, content of political ideologies and styles of political leadership, amongst others. Through 
fine-grained descriptions of particular settings in South Asia, the studies presented in this Series inform, and have implications for, 
general discussions of democracy and politics elsewhere in the world.
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Rise of the Plebeians?
The Changing Face of the Indian Legislative 
Assemblies

Editors: Christophe Jaffrelot – Centre 
d’Études et de Recherches Internationales, 
Paris, France; and Sanjay Kumar – Centre for 
the Study of Developing Societies, New Delhi, 
India

This is a sociological profile of Indian political 
personnel at the state level, examining how 
caste-based identity translates into politics.

9780415460927, Hb, 400pp
...........................................................................................................................

The Vernacularisation of 
Democracy
Politics, Caste and Religion in India

Lucia Michelutti – London School of 
Economics and Political Science, UK

This book focuses on a historically 
marginalised caste, the Yadav, that in recent 
years has become very assertive and politically 
powerful in north India. It is a vivid account of 
how Indian popular democracy works on the 
ground.

9780415467322, Hb, 256pp
...........................................................................................................................

Power and Influence in India
Bosses, Lords and Captains

Editors: Pamela Price and Arild Engelsen 
Ruud – both at the University of Oslo, 
Norway

The book offers valuable insights into the 
nature of democracy and electoral politics 
in the subcontinent, providing clues for 
understanding and explaining the relative 
stability of the body politic of one of the 
most socially complex and economically 

differentiated regions of the world. 

9780415585958, Hb, 287pp
...........................................................................................................................

Retro-modern India
Forging the Low-caste Self

Manuela Ciotti – University of Edinburgh, UK

Focusing on the low-caste Chamar 
community, this book examines how some of 
them abandoned their traditional ‘polluting’ 
work, and strategically entered the upper-
caste weaving profession.

9780415563116, Hb, 312pp
...........................................................................................................................

Broadening and Deepening 
Democracy
Political Innovation in Karnataka

E. Raghavan – Former Editor, The Economic 
Times, Bengaluru, India; and James Manor 
– Institute of Commonwealth Studies, 
University of London, UK

Examining three critical changes in the 
political make-up of Karnataka, this volume 
takes into account the role politicians play in 
shaping the character of their governments.

9780415544542, Hb, 310pp
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