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Endowment is the 
bedrock of the 
School’s future. When 
a donor makes a gift in 
support of the School’s 
endowment, the School 
invests the principal 
of this gift in order to 
generate sufficient 
return to support 
donors’ intentions. The 
School’s goal is to use 
this principal to generate 

revenue in perpetuity, thereby ensuring long term 
stable income and enabling LSE to identify and 
deliver long term objectives and priorities.

LSE has a reputation for pushing back 
boundaries and challenging conventions in 
the research and study of the social sciences. 
This kind of continued leadership role requires 
sustained commitment and investment. 
Endowment support provides the School with 
the security to strategically plan for the future and 
the freedom to pursue its long term ambitions.

Endowment given through the Campaign for 
LSE continues to provide scholarships for 
students and academic professorships, and 
to attract talented researchers.

‘For me LSE is a very special place. It is 
uniquely international and it has a huge 
impact on the lives of individuals and 
communities across the world. I benefited 
greatly from my time at LSE and so, as 
a governor of the School, I feel I have a 
responsibility to show my support in many 
ways, including a financial commitment. 

‘Increased endowment will give LSE the 
edge and the financial autonomy it needs to 
compete internationally for the most talented 
students and staff. I very much enjoy being 
part of a donor community that is able to 
make a real difference to the School.’

Cato Stonex (BSc International Relations 1983) 
UK, Campaign Committee member

Judging the Booker Prize

When the letter came in, one day last 
November, asking me to chair the Man 
Booker judges this year, it seemed an 

irresistible offer. Who could pass up the idea of a 
summer spent reading a few agreeable novels – nice 
new hardbacks to boot? A no brainer, surely?

Well, up to a point, Lord Copper. As with many 
tempting offers, no one tells you precisely what is 
involved until you are on the hook and it is too late 
to reconsider. I will not say it has not been enjoyable 
but I hadn’t quite bargained for the time involved in 
reading what turned out to be 110 novels, which only 
start to arrive in mid March and must be finished by 
early August. I knew there would be a lot of entries, 
but I suppose I naively believed that many of them 
would take only minutes to dismiss.

Sadly for my social life, but encouragingly for the 
state of the English novel, it did not turn out that way. 
Only a few of the entries could be easily dismissed. 
The overall standard was remarkably high. Then of 
course there are the four other judges to consider. 
A novel you might think a turkey could be a swan in 
someone else’s eyes. So I did read just over 35,000 
pages of fiction in five months.

This is a rich imaginative diet. By the end of it 
those parts of your brain which respond to emotional 
and imaginative stimuli feel rather like the livers of a 
Perigord goose. 

But, to be fair, there was a remarkable diversity 
of subject matter which prevented complete indi-
gestion. Two of the entries were in fact written by 

LSE alumni. Pat Barker has a new novel this year 
– Life Class – about young art students at the Slade 
School just before the First World War, who are 
thrown from the drawing studio into the trenches 
from one month to the next. We did not shortlist it, 
but those who have read Barker’s other First World 
War novels in the past will certainly enjoy it. The 
other LSE submission was a novel about growing 
up in south Wales by Aneurin Gareth Thomas, who 
took an MSc in Logic and Scientific Method here 
a few years ago! Luggage from Elsewhere is quite 
a hard edged tale of growing up which many will 
find appealing though, once again, I am afraid it 
did not make the shortlist. 

And in addition to two novels written by LSE alumni 
there is another in which LSE plays an important 
part. My Revolution by Hari Kunzru describes the 
radicalisation of an LSE student in the 1960s and his 
transformation into a rather amateur urban terrorist 

– a novel of the angry brigade for those who remember 
that curious little episode.

So my reading marathon did not take me too 
far from LSE. And indeed I uncovered many closet 
novel readers among the faculty and students. We 
do offer a course in literature and society, on which 
I shall now be a guest lecturer, and it turns out that 
there are other academics here working, for example, 
on the impact of the novel on our view of economic 
development in Africa. So there have been more 
connections between my day job and my night job 
than I would have imagined when I started.

What is it like to chair the judging panel for one of the world’s 
most prestigious literary prizes? Howard Davies reflects on 	
the experience. 

The long and shortlists we produced this year have 
attracted quite a lot of attention, partly because of 
the absence of many better known names. Of the six 
we chose, only Ian McEwan has previously attracted 
a large readership. That was not a deliberate policy. 
But we found that this year the most exciting new 
fiction was written by relative unknowns. Indra Sinha’s 
Animal’s People was barely reviewed when it first 
appeared in the UK, though it is a fascinating post 
Bhopal story with an unforgettable central character. 
Lloyd Jones’s Mister Pip, set in Bouganville, is another 
gem from a writer previously unpublished outside New 
Zealand. Mohsin Hamid has had some success in 
Pakistan, in particular, but was little known before The 
Reluctant Fundamentalist appeared. Anne Enright 
(The Gathering) has had a loyal following in Ireland 
and London, but not a large one. Nicola Barker has 
won prizes in the past, but none of her previous novels 
has attracted the interest of Darkmans. 

Eventually, we struggled to the choice of The 
Gathering as the winner, but I can recommend 
all six to any LSE alum as a good companion for 
a long winter evening. I, by contrast, will spend 
the next few months reading economics, politics, 
history and anything but novels!  n

Howard Davies
is director of LSE. He was chair of judges for the 2007 
Man Booker Prize for Fiction. 

1 East: Isle of Dogs, 
Millwall, Limehouse, Bromley, 
Stepney [485 x 623 mm]

2 North East: South Hackney, 
Clapton, Stoke Newington, 
Dalston [421 x 400 mm]

3 North: Stoke Newington, 
Highbury, Islington,Finsbury 
Park, Tufnell Park, Barnsbury 
[502 x 460 mm]

4 North West: Somers Town, 
Camden Town, Kentish Town, Belsize 
Park, Primrose Hill, Hampstead, St 
John’s Wood, West Hampstead, 
Kilburn, Maida Vale [531 x 485 mm]

5 East Central: Stepney, 
Whitechapel, Spitalfields, 
Bethnal Green, Shoreditch, 
Haggerston [368 x 485 mm]

6 West Central: Hoxton, 
Clerkenwell, Bloomsbury, 
Fitzrovia, Holborn, Covent 
Garden, Soho [525 x 425 mm]

7 Inner West: Westminster, 
Marylebone, Mayfair, Paddington, 
Bayswater, Kensington, 
Chelsea [554 x 485 mm]

8 Outer West: Kilburn, 
Kensal Green, Notting Hill, West 
Kensington, Fulham, Hammersmith, 
Shepherd’s Bush [609 x 430 mm]

9 Inner South: Rotherhithe, 
Camberwell, Southwark, 
Walworth, Kennington, Lambeth, 
Vauxhall [670 x 382 mm]

10 South West: Wandsworth, 
Battersea, Clapham, Putney, 
Fulham [700 x 388 mm]

11 Outside South: Peckham, 
Camberwell, Dulwich, Brixton, 
South Lambeth [574 x 417 mm]

12 South East: Blackheath, 
Greenwich, Lewisham, Hatcham 
Park [485 x 535 mm]

Charles Booth’s maps are now available as reproductions for sale featuring streets colour-coded according 
to Victorian social status, from ‘upper-middle and upper classes – wealthy’ to ‘lowest class – vicious and 
semi-criminal’! Where did you live? What was it like around LSE? Discover at www.lse.ac.uk/booth 

To purchase, please quote the relevant map sheet number/s (below) and ‘LSE Magazine’.  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7955 7223 Email: document@lse.ac.uk 

£14.95 per map sheet (£79.95 for full set of 12) includes VAT and UK postage.  
Additional £3 for overseas orders.

Thank you for supporting the Library’s work

A London memento 
with a touch of class

Reading the future
LSE and the Hay Festival of Literature and 
Arts have collaborated on a series of lectures 
and events called Reading the Future.

The new series was launched at the main 
festival in May this year with a lecture by 
Howard Davies, focusing on China’s role in 
the world economy. 

Following this successful start, the series 
continued in Segovia in September with 
Paul Preston, professor of contemporary 
Spanish Studies, European Institute, 
LSE, speaking on foreign correspondents 
during the Spanish Civil War and Fred 
Halliday, professor of international relations 
at the School, discussing poverty and 
interventionism with Professor Bezosa, rector 
of Complutense University, and Andrés 
Ortega, international affairs editor of El Pais 
and an LSE alumnus.

A public dialogue between Alan Greenspan, 
former chair of the US Federal Reserve, and 
Howard Davies took place in October, the 
first event in the series to be held at LSE. 	
A podcast is available at www.hayfestival.
com/archive/details/_274.aspx

Plans are underway for the next event 	
in Cartagena from 24 to 27 January 2008.

For more information, see 	
www.hayfestival.com

Endowment

Why am I a donor? 
Because I was a 
scholarship recipient 
myself in Egypt where 
I was born and brought 
up; because this 
country, including LSE, 
gave me the opportunity 

to study in the evenings and much else 
besides; because education is a good 
thing; because the young are our future; 
because endowment ensures that these 
things will last. Underlying all this is the 
bond which connects different genders, 
different generations, different nationalities, 
different races: our solidarity for each other.

Pauline Avigès-Graham (BSc Accounting 
1965) UK

Philanthropic support through the Campaign for LSE has seen the 
School increase its endowment by nearly £14 million to £42 million.

‘In today’s world it is of global importance 
that we continue to push back the 
boundaries of research and knowledge in the 
area of international relations. The endowed 
David Davies of Llandinam Fellowship at 
LSE will strengthen the interaction between 
practitioners and academics and enable 
individuals from diverse backgrounds to 
have the opportunity to study and learn at 
the School to contribute to the growing body 
of knowledge in this area. 

‘In supporting the Campaign for LSE  
in this way, we are also supporting the  
long term development of the study of 
international relations.’ 

Mandy Weston (BSc International Relations) 
UK, trustee of Dinam Charity




