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The opening of LSE’s new student accommodation, Grosvenor 
House in Drury Lane, on the very doorstep of the Royal Opera 
House, marks an exciting departure in the life and identity of the 

School. LSE has often been dismissed as too narrowly social scientifi c, 
without the wider cultural and intellectual character that is part of 
preparing young men and women for the modern and post modern 
worlds. The charge was, of course, never true. Even the somewhat 
puritanical Beatrice Webb was well aware of the limitations of raw, 
unpasteurised social science and, determined to widen her experience 
of life, starting with an appreciation of music, asked a friend to provide 
her with an appropriate reading list. Less intellectual seekers after 
self-development might have gone to a few concerts, but our founders 
understood the importance of a theoretical approach to things. 

More recently, with the acquisition of the Peacock Theatre, the rich 
weave of the School’s life has been put on display for all to see. The 
use of the theatre as both lecture space and performance space has 
sometimes led to confusion, it must be admitted. Students arriving for 
Advanced Leadership in Management a short while ago were initially 
a bit surprised to see the stage occupied by some strangely dressed 
men and women. ‘Professor Proactive didn’t used to wear a frilly 
skirt. And why is he leaping around like that?’ one bemused student 
was heard to murmur. But they knew all about bonding exercises 
and the importance of thinking the unthinkable, so within a few 
moments, they were all up on stage, tottering on their toes. Tomorrow’s 
leaders were not to be phased by novel ways of conducting a 
workshop, and they joined in, if not with grace, then with loyal 
enthusiasm. It was only at that point that the security guards removed 
them, as other, outraged members of the audience demanded that 
this anarchic interruption of Swan Lake be brought to an end.

With the opening of Grosvenor House, a mere fl ute’s trill away 
from the orchestra pit at Covent Garden, the engagement of social 
science and the arts can be taken even further, and deliberately so, 
not as the result of early evening confusion. If the School can bond 
with ballet, how much greater are the opportunities provided by 
opera. Opera and cinema are after all the two great comprehensive 
art forms, with image, music, plot, poetry, and prose, and each 
provide a vibrant world of social analysis and description. 

Opera is a rich source of political insight, as Anthony Arblaster long 
ago pointed out. And it was the revolutionary communist servant 
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Rodent’s rambles

the opera

in Angela Carter’s Nights at the Circus who, while condemning 
opera in general as a bourgeois frippery, admitted, or insisted, on 
a liking for The Marriage of Figaro, ‘for the class analysis’. The 
use of music to underscore scientifi c messages has already 
been used to great effect by departmental adaptations, with the 
Sociology Department’s Orpheus in the Underclass going down 
particularly well with the traditionalists. We now have a thrilling 
new production of Carmen, brought up to date, with Escamillo 
recast as a quality assurance adviser, while The Management 
Consultants of Penzance has given a subtle new twist and 
imaginative insights to Gilbert and Sullivan’s comic original.

This blossoming of the eclectic interplay between academic and 
artistic cultures has not been a merely one way affair, with social 
science infusing the performing arts yet getting nothing in return. 
The once dry academic business of the School has in its turn been 
infused with the dash and vigour of the arts. The Academic Board 
has been addressed in verse, while a previously dry series of lectures 
in Government has been transformed by the sonorous trombone 
notes and urgent drum rolls which herald the arrival on stage of 
Dr Hound. Meanwhile Professor Pangloss of the Department of 
Intercultural Studies has been seen to embellish his arrival with a 
few tentative pas de deux, a rare treat for fi rst year undergraduates.

In the United States, some student associations garnish their 
feasts with a song called the Beaver Call. But at LSE, the 
Beaver has moved on beyond mere community singing. The 
Beaver is all singing, all dancing. Bring on Beaver the diva.  ■

Rodney Barker

From soldier 
to student
In the summer of 1945, soldiering in 
Germany, I met Jack Mendelssohn, 
an LSE graduate later to be an MP 
for Sheffi eld. He persuaded me to 
apply and, although it was 12 years 
since I had left school, and I was 29, 
married and with a child, I fought 
my case and was accepted on the 
course. In my fi nal year I went to 
Professor Laski to seek his advice 
because I felt I was getting behind 
with my work, owing to coping 
with children’s illnesses at home. I 
cheekily wrote a challenge to him 
and he laughed and agreed to be an 
additional personal tutor. I shall never 
forget his kindness. My aim was 
always to teach, to do something 
useful after so many negative years 
of warfare. I did this in schools 
and further education, and a lot of 
examining, for 22 years. I count my 
time at LSE as supremely important. 
I wonder if any of my old colleagues 
of 1946-48 are still around?

Reg Enever
(BSc Econ 1948)
Brighton, UK

We welcome letters by post or email. Please send correspondence 
to: Editor, LSE Magazine, Press and Information Offi ce, LSE, 
Houghton Street, London WC2A 2AE. Email: lsemagazine@lse.
ac.uk The editor reserves the right to cut and edit letters.
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Jazz Korner
Your article ‘The School of Rock: 
musical notes’ took me back in 
time and reminded me of a minor 
coup for LSE. 

In 1959-60 I had the pleasure of 
being chairman of a fl ourishing 
Jazz Society, pursuing a catholic 
policy in jazz styles unusual for 
the time. One good friend of the 
Society was the irreplaceable 
Alexis Korner. He brought along 
Champion Jack Dupree and they 
did a duet in the Graham Wallas 

room one lunchtime. In those 
days there was no college circuit 
and it was unheard of for visiting 
American players to perform in 
such places. As a thank you gift, 
we gave Jack two LSE ties, which 
delighted him!

Then there was the occasion after 
a gig in the Old Theatre when 
some well-oiled musicians nearly 
became entangled with the Queen 
Mother and entourage...

Pete Mitchell (BSc Econ 1960)
Cornwall, UK

Geoffrey Stern

Having returned from six weeks 
abroad, I was shocked to read in 
a letter from Peter North to The 
Guardian that Geoffrey Stern had 
died suddenly. We had only fairly 
recently reconnected, via the letters 
page of LSE Magazine, in relation 
to musical activities we shared 
as students (winter 2003 issue). 
I was looking forward to further 
contact with him and to hearing 
more of his music, a promise he 

made when we last saw each 
other in November 2004. On that 
occasion he had made a special 
visit to Winchester to view an 
exhibition of my photographs and 
he brought with him two CDs of 
The Happy Deception, the operetta 
in which we had been heavily 
involved in 1956. I may be too 
late, but I should be grateful if you 
could let me know if there is to be 
a memorial ceremony for him.

Elizabeth Ash 
(BSc Sociology 1958)
Winchester UK

[See Obituaries, page 45. A 
funeral service was held for 
Geoffrey Stern, with his family 
requesting donations to the South 
Asia earthquake appeal, rather 
than fl owers. If other alumni 
have messages or memories 
of Geoffrey Stern, we would be 
happy to print or pass them 
on – Editor]

Sri Lankan project
I was in Washington recently and 
had the opportunity to meet with 
Chaminda Wijetilleke, corporate 
marketing director at AOL. 
Chaminda and I fi rst met during 
our MSc Politics of the World 
Economy programme at LSE back 
in 1996. I learned that Chaminda is 
conducting a project called Project 
Peds: Sri Lanka tsunami relief, 
which is a partnership created 
for the purpose of improving 
pediatric healthcare in Sri Lanka. 
As its primary focus, Project Peds 
seeks to rehabilitate the pediatric 
wing of Matara General Hospital, 
a critical healthcare facility on Sri 
Lanka’s southern coast, which 
was destroyed by last year’s 
tsunami. I thought I would let 
others know, not only because 
it refl ects the commitment of an 
LSE graduate but also as it might 
interest other alumni to join his 
efforts. His contact information is 
ChamindaAW@aol.com, 
tel: +1 703 265 4778, 
fax: +1 703 265 1624, web 
www.slprojectpeds.org/cs/ 

Federico Valerio
(MSc Politics of the 
World Economy 1997)
Costa Rica

Phillips machine
Granta Books have published 
Electronic Brains: stories from the 
dawn of the computer age by Mike 
Hally, with one chapter devoted 
to LSE’s Phillips machine. The 
book is based on the BBC Radio 4 
series of four programmes on early 
computers, of which the Phillips 
machine was one. I wondered if 
this might be of interest to readers 
of the LSE Magazine? 

Professor Frank Land
(BSc International Trade 
and Development 1950) 
Visiting professor, Information 
Systems Department

HIV/AIDS article
Tony Barnett provides an eloquent 
and comprehensive primer into the 
problems the global AIDS epidemic 
is causing (LSE Magazine, summer 
2005). Perhaps the most worrying 
realisation, after more than 20 
years of this virus, is that things 
need to be done differently. I 
and colleagues have tried to do 
just this by engaging with as yet 
untapped stakeholders. With F&C 
Asset Management and UBS we 
have assessed the risk of AIDS 
to markets beyond Africa, in an 
effort to engage the shareholder 
community. One of the key fi ndings 
is that HIV/AIDS could be affecting 
the valuations of South African 
fi rms. Therefore, companies active 
in the BRIC countries (Brazil, 
Russia, India, China) need to be 
aware of the possible risks as both 
the economic importance and the 
AIDS epidemic are set to grow. 
Companies can have positive 
impacts on their direct and indirect 
employees through their AIDS 
programmes. After all, successful 
corporate AIDS programmes 
protect employees, companies and 
shareholders’ investments. See 
www.fandc.com uploadFiles/co_
gsri_hivaids_report_may_05.pdf

Dr Patrick Noack 
(MSc Population and 
Development 2002)
Pulborough, UK
Patrick@patricknoack.net


