
6 9 2

5 7 9

2 8

4 3 7

1 4

2 1 9

5 6 X

1 8 3

6 5 4

20 I LSE Magazine I Summer 2006 I I Summer 2006 I LSE Magazine I 21

Rodent’s rambles

LSE, at the turning point between Westminster 
and the city, Whitehall and the law courts, the 
South Bank and the Barbican, has always been 
at the whirling centre of things, placed at the heart 
of government, politics, the law, commerce and 
the arts, a busy market place for every manner of 
cultural and intellectual exchange. 

The recent blossoming of sculpture on campus 
is only the latest fl owering of this rich diversity. 
But now, with the choice of London for the 2012 
Olympics, we can add a further prime location 
to our list. Mens sana in corpore sano, a healthy 
mind in a healthy body, reminds us that there is 
more to sporting excellence than leg muscles 
and strong shoulders. 

The mens is as important as the corpus, and so 
LSE is already in training for the competitions 
which will, for the fi rst time in 2012, add 

intellectual events to the sprints, long-jumps, 
hurdles and javelins. The ten and fi fteen minutes 
student counselling hurdles, the four and twenty 
learned journal article peer reviewing relay, 
and the shortest reference with the strongest 
recommendation throw, will each test both 
aspiring academics and old hands. 

There are some bright prospects already, 
particularly amongst the younger competitors 
who are not yet so well known to the academic 
sporting public. I was privileged the other 
morning to see some of the School’s young 
hopefuls in training. Birgit Puffzapper is a rising 
star in the essay turnaround stakes, and has 
already achieved an astonishing 36 hours for 
the complete reading, grading, commenting 
on, and return of a trial batch of 25 fi rst year 
undergraduate psychology essays. There has 

A Sudoku is a number puzzle spreading 
round the world faster than a virus. You 
are given a 9x9 square – nine rows 

and nine columns – forming 81 cells. The 
square is further divided up into nine smaller 
3x3 squares that we shall call bricks. Some 
of the 81 cells are fi lled with numbers from 1 
to 9. Your job is to fi ll all the empty squares in 
such a way that each row, each column and 
each brick ends up with all nine numbers – see 
the Sudoku puzzle at the end of this article.

Where was it invented? Well, history is never 
straightforward. In alphabetical order, Germany, 
Japan, New Zealand, UK and the US can lay 
a claim. The fi rst completed 9x9 Sudoku grid 
appeared in a 1956 German language article by 
Behrens, not as a solution to a number puzzle 
but as a ‘gerechte’ (meaning fair) experimental 
design for analysing the effectiveness of crop 
treatments in areas of good and poor fertility. 

What we know as a Sudoku was set by an 
American architect, Howard Garns, and 
started appearing from 1979 in the American 
magazine Dell Pencil Puzzles and Word Games 
under the title ‘Number Place’. Then in 1984 
they appeared in the Japanese fi rm Nikoli’s 
magazine under the name of ‘suji wa dokushin 
ni kagiru’ meaning single (as in unmarried) 
numbers. Afterwards, Nikoli patented it in 
the shortened name – Sudoku, so that later 
Japanese imitators called it by other names. 
So, what the rest of the world calls Sudoku is 
known to many in Japan by its English name 
– ‘Number Place’. When judge Wayne Gould, a 

 Alumni in business
In the next issue of LSE Magazine we will 
again be running ‘business card adverts’ for 
alumni to advertise their small or medium 
size companies. 

Please send information containing your 
name, graduation year and brief business 
details for a £75 standard advert, plus 
VAT. Please call as well if yours is a larger 
company or for larger adverts. Contact 
Judith Higgin on tel: +44 (0)20 7955 7582 
or email: j.a.higgin@lse.ac.uk

Hotel Helmos
A four star historic hotel in 
Kalavrita, 197kms from Athens

Marios Kounelis

(MSc Industrial Relations and 
Personnel Management 1999) 

Platia Eleftherias 1 
Kalavrita 250 01, Greece
Tel: (+30) 26920.29222
Fax: (+30) 26920.29225
Email: reception@hotelhelmos 

www.hotelhelmos.gr

Change management 
consultants

Dr Sitasaran Singh CMC

(BSc Econ 1959) 
MS (Akron), MCP (Cincinnati)

Author of India’s Social Behavior

CPDS, Global Reach,
Pustak Bhandar compound,
Govind Mitra Road, PATNA 800 004 India

Tel: +91 612 2301536 
Fax: +91 33 2283 5538
Email: sitasaran@globalreachindia.com  

www.globalreach.in

A brief encounter with Sudoku
You either do it every day, or you’re wondering what all the fuss is about. If you happen to be one of 
the minuscule minority that has not heard of a Sudoku, here’s the lowdown from Gautam Appa, 
Kai Helge Becker and Katerina Papadaki of LSE’s Operational Research Department.

Try this
Can you fi nd a way to prove 
that X = 1 in this Sudoku 
without entering any other 
missing numbers? Working 
only with where in each brick 
(3x3 grids indicated by bold 
lines) number 1 can possibly 
go, you should be able to 
deduce that the number in Row 
7 and Col 9 which is labelled X 
equals 1. The process requires 
considering every single brick 
and yet it is not possible to 
fi ll any other cell with a 1.

New Zealander working in Hong Kong for the 
British authority, discovered Sudoku he wrote 
a computer programme to set the puzzle and 
showed it to The Times in London, which 
published the fi rst one in November 2004. 
This started the fad in the UK that has spread 
more widely round the world than cricket.

How long can this craze last? After all, how 
many different 9x9 Sudoku squares can there 
be? Like the 3x3 game of noughts and crosses, 
can’t we work out all possible puzzles and 
worry about something else? Well, not easily. 
Using an esoteric branch of mathematics 

called Group Theory people have worked out 
that there are about 7x1021 (7 followed by 21 
zeros) of them. Mind you, that does not stop 
repetitions. For any one Sudoku, there are 
about a billion lookalikes obtained, for example, 
by rotating the square or swapping numbers. In 
fact deciding whether two Sudoku puzzles are 
essentially the same is a much more diffi cult 
problem to solve than solving either Sudoku.

How do you solve them effi ciently? Logic helps. 
Try the exercise below and test your skills. 
Check on the LSE Alumni Relations website 
for the answer at www.lse.ac.uk/alumni   ■

Col 1 Col 2 Col 3 Col 4 Col 5 Col 6 Col 7 Col 8 Col 9

The academic Olympics been some muttering about her use of the 
marking programme Graders R Us which, it is 
suggested, has given her an unfair advantage 
over those who do not resort to artifi cial aids. 
But success will always attract the envious 
and the carping, and until the International 
Pedagogic Committee rules that such 
programmes count as Category A Software, 
we are safe. 

A fi llip from the internet is no different in principle 
from an extra layer of cork in your running 
shoes, and is quite unlike the deplorable 
example of Simony College Oxford, whose chief 
hope in the 50 minutes seminar competition 
was found to have packed his audience with 
loyal and dependent students who were 
ready with a fi llip of fl attering questions. He 
has, quite properly, been rusticated from 
international conferences for four terms, and 
will be subject, before he is allowed to compete 
again, to random tests on his seminars with 
unannounced hostile questions from a hit 
squad of undercover discourse theorists.

One weak spot in the School’s likely team is the 59 
minutes committee chair event. The trial courses 
have a high level of obstacles, hurdles, and jumps 
to be negotiated prior to the one minute before 
the hour fi nish, and the distractions of ‘can I 
query item four in the draft minutes’, ‘I know we 
made a decision in principle last term, but I think 
we have to judge the present case on its merits’, 
have derailed a lot of promisingly smooth sprints 
through the agenda. Most hazardous of all so 
far has been the notorious ‘I’m sure Professor 
Grantfodder means well, but he would need to 
know as much about the matter as I do before 
we could take his views seriously’, a hedge, or 
water-jump, which can swiftly sweep the entire 
discussion off the course and into the ditch of 
vituperation and complaint, whilst the competitor 
for chair of the week can only weakly bang his 
spoon on a glass and call for restraint.

But an area where the School does have 
high hopes is the international spring vacation 
conference stakes. For the purposes of the 
competition, the vacation is limited to one 
month, and Dr Jerome ‘Third’ Weigh has already 
notched up an impressive six conferences in 
three continents in the fi rst two and a half weeks. 
The policing of this event is rigorous, and several 
would-be champions have already received 
their yellow cards for claiming attendance at 
conferences where they did no more than collect a 
free biro from a publisher’s stand. But true sporting 
values will triumph, and we all look forward to 
cheering on our team with the old cry ‘Come on, 
the Beaver. Beavers don’t give a dam.’  ■

Rodney Barker

Professor Grantfodder
66.18

4.00

Come on, 
the beaver!

Grantfodder 
rocks

...and he’s cleared 
the hedge fund! He’s 

sidestepped the 
hostile questions!...
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