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A record of UK gay activism

Law highlights 2005
● An LSE moot team (pictured right) represented the
UK at the largest and most prestigious international
moot court competition this year. 

The 2005 Sherman & Sterling International Law Moot
Court competition was held in Washington DC this
spring, with teams participating from 104 universities
from some 60 different countries. The LSE team, Preeti
Bhagnani, Sui-Jim Ho, Victoria Ho, Julian House and
Richard Reynolds, as well as their coaches, Sarah
Hansen, Virginia Mantouvalou and Heba Morayef,
earned the right to attend by winning the UK Philip 
C Jessup International Law Moot competition, and the
Fitzmaurice Cup. Victoria Ho was recognised as best
oral advocate in the UK finals.

In the international competition, the LSE team was
placed fifth in the preliminary rounds, to reach the octa-
finals, with Preeti Bhagnani recognised as the ninth best
oralist out of more than 400 competitors. The overall
competition was won by the University of Queensland. 

Since its inception in 1959, 115 countries and special
jurisdictions have participated, making this the oldest,
and by far the largest, moot court competition in the
world. The team is extremely grateful to its sponsoring
firm Slaughter and May and the Lawyers’ Alumni Group. 

● Dr Gerry Simpson has been awarded the Certificate 
of Merit of the American Society of International Law for
‘pre-eminent contribution to creative legal scholarship’.
The Society said that his book Great Powers and Outlaw
States: unequal sovereigns in the international legal order
(Cambridge University Press 2004) was a ‘surprising and
powerful work that provides a significant new perspective
on both past events and present challenges for the
international legal system’. Professor Christine Chinkin,
also of the Law Department, received the same honour
four years ago. 

● Dr Enrico Milano (PhD 2004) was awarded the Alberico
Gentili Prize for his thesis. The prize is awarded every 
two years to the best PhD thesis in the field of public
international law by the International Centre for Gentilian
Studies, a foundation based in Italy, whose role is to
promote the legacy of Alberico Gentili, Regius Professor
of Civil Law in Oxford 1587-1605. Dr Milan’s thesis 
was on ‘Unlawful Territorial Situations: reconciling
effectiveness, legality and legitimacy in international law’,
to be published by Martinus Nijhoff in 2006. He is now
based in the Department of International and European
Law, University of Maastricht.

● The LSE Lawyers’ Alumni Group is made up of
alumni, friends, staff and students of the School who
study, practise or have an interest in law. It aims to hold
at least one meeting per term, and recent speakers
have included Lord Woolf, Judge Rosalyn Higgins DBE
QC, Lord Irvine and Cherie Booth QC.

● Another series of ten evening classes, leading to 
a Certificate in International Human Rights Law and
Practice, begins in September 2005. For more details, 
see the Centre for the study of Human Rights website 
at www.lse.ac.uk/Depts/human-rights

On 13 October 1970 the first meeting of the
Gay Liberation Front (GLF) in the UK took
place in a basement classroom of LSE. Its

instigators were Aubrey Walter, who had complet-
ed a sociology degree at LSE, and Bob Mellors
(BSc Sociology 1972), a 20-year-old LSE student.
Walter and Mellors had met in the USA where they
had attended GLF meetings and been drawn to a
new wave of gay activism focused on ideas of gay
pride and liberation. Eighteen men and one
woman attended the first meeting where Walter
and Mellors talked about their experiences in the
USA. It was agreed to publicise the meetings
more widely, and gradually more people attended.
The first public demonstration took place on 27
November 1970 with a march from Highbury and
Islington station to Highbury Fields, which had
been a site of police arrests of gay men.

Since that time the School has become a
repository for the movement’s history. The Hall-
Carpenter Archives are the largest source for the
study of gay activism in Britain. The Archives have
their origins in a gay monitoring and archive pro-
ject established by the Campaign for Homosexual
Equality (CHE) in 1980. This aimed to monitor
reports of discrimination and police action against
the gay community but soon found itself gathering
a wide range of historical material. In 1982 the
monitoring project separated from CHE, gaining
charitable status in 1983 under the name Hall-
Carpenter Archives. These Archives moved to the
newly established London Lesbian and Gay
Centre in 1985 and, supported by a £32,000
grant from the Greater London Council (GLC), set
about gathering publications and running an
ambitious volunteer programme, with a success-
ful oral history project also set up at this time.

Unfortunately the withdrawal of GLC funding in
1986 led HCA’s directors to seek other ways 
of maintaining the archives and in 1987 they

approached the School’s archivist Angela Raspin to
move them to the LSE Library. So, in 1988, the
archives of gay organisations and activists and the
gay press material all arrived at LSE – over 500 
journal titles and 100 linear metres of archives. 

2005 marked another milestone: this year saw
the launch of the online Archives Catalogue, mak-
ing the contents of the Hall-Carpenter Archives
more accessible to researchers. The Archives
Catalogue holds descriptions of all the HCA 
collections and a full listing of the archived hold-
ings from the gay press. More detailed catalogues
will be added throughout the year.

So what’s in the records? The papers of the
Albany Trust and the Homosexual Law Reform
Society record the attempts to decriminalise male
homosexuality throughout the 1960s, following the
recommendations of the Wolfenden Report, includ-
ing correspondence with the then home secretary,
Roy Jenkins, and Lord Arran and MP Leo Abse,
who steered bills through the House of Lords and
the House of Commons. The arrival of the GLF in
1970 marked a new phase in gay activism, with a
radical commitment to promoting gay liberation and
a vivid use of street theatre. The GLF rejected the
traditional organisational structures of committees,
minutes and membership lists but has left a trail of
leaflets, photographs and manifestos recording
demonstrations and the infiltration of the Nationwide
Festival of Light in 1972.

Complete runs of Gay News and Capital 
Gay follow the story of Mary Whitehouse’s 
prosecution of Gay News for printing James
Kirkup’s poem The Love that Dares to Speak its
Name, the ensuing court case, the withdrawal of
Gay News from WH Smith’s and the picketing of the
shops. Relations between the churches and the gay
community are traced in the archives of the Lesbian
and Gay Christian Movement. In recent years the
archive has collected material relating to AIDS and

the gay community, debates and demonstrations
about Clause 28 of the Local Government Act,
and the campaigns of Peter Tatchell and Outrage!
including those against Robert Mugabe and
against homophobia in the music industry.

The HCA are popular with researchers across the 
UK, both inside and outside the gay community.
Research topics range from decriminalisation and
law reform, to musical tastes in the gay community
and the legal and social position of transgendered
people. In February 2005 the Library marked
Lesbian and Gay History Month with a seminar, to a
capacity audience, on the history of HCA. And the
collection continues to grow.  ■

Sue Donnelly
is the School’s archivist.

The archive and journal collections of the Hall-Carpenter Archives
(HCA) have been housed at LSE since 1988. HCA was founded 
in 1982 to document the development of gay activism in the UK
since the publication of the Wolfenden Report in 1958. Now these
archives are more fully available online. Archivist Sue Donnelly
explains the background.

The Library archives 

January 2005 saw the launch of the
Archives Catalogue online, providing users
with direct access to the wide-ranging
contents of the Library’s archived holdings
for the first time. The Library has been
collecting archives since 1898, with the
arrival of the Webb Trade Union archives.
The collection now stands at over 1,400
collections ranging in size from one file 
to hundreds of boxes. Highlights are:

● Passfield Papers: archives of Sidney
Webb (1859-1947) and Beatrice Webb
(1858-1943)

● Liberal Party, Independent Labour 
Party and Fabian Society archives

● Bronislaw Malinowski, anthropologist
(1884-1942)

● Peter Shore, Labour politician, 
(1924-2001)

See www.lse.ac.uk/library/archive

On the closing day of the 2003 session 
of Parliament, the 800-year-old guarantee
against double jeopardy was repealed 
in England by enactment of the Criminal
Justice Act. This new law allowed the
Crown to bring defendants to trial a second
time, after they have already been found
not guilty by a judge or jury.

The UK Parliament’s repeal of the ancient
guarantee against double jeopardy
continued its erosion of four fundamental
rights which Americans had adopted from
England and, in 1791, incorporated into
their new Constitution’s Bill of Rights as
the Fifth Amendment. That Amendment
prohibits compulsory self incrimination,
double jeopardy, deprivation of due
process, and prosecution for a serious
offence without a prior finding of probable
cause by a grand jury.

In 1933 Parliament abolished grand 
juries, which had existed since 1166 and,
according to Lord Coke, were secured to
Englishmen by Magna Carta. There was
little opposition to abolishing this historic
safeguard against overzealous prosecution.
Parliament accepted the attorney general’s
rationale that ‘grand juries are not serving
any really useful purpose and are at the
same time very expensive.’

Six decades later, the Criminal Justice
and Public Order Act 1994 undermined
the privilege against self-incrimination.
While not directly requiring the accused 
to answer police questions or testify at 
his own trial, the Act authorised the court
and jury to draw an inference of guilt from
such failure to talk. English scholar Susan
Easton noted: ‘The effect of this
legislation has been... to shift the balance
between the prosecution and the defence
in favour of the prosecution.’

A decade later, Parliament abrogated the
protections concerning double jeopardy
and due process. The Criminal Justice
Act 2003 authorised retrials of persons
acquitted of murder, or some 25 other
serious crimes, if ‘new and compelling
evidence’ appears. The repeal also
applies retroactively to persons acquitted
before its passage – such a retrospective
provision would, in the US, violate the
Fifth Amendment guarantee of due
process and the constitutional ban on 
ex post facto legislation. 

Resistance in Parliament to repeal of the
venerable double jeopardy guarantee was
surprisingly limited. The attorney general
Lord Goldsmith acknowledged: ‘It is a
centuries old rule’ but, he added, ‘that
does not necessarily mean that it is right
for all time.’

In the US, a written constitution has so far
proved its worth in preserving for England’s
former colony the four fundamental rights
which the English have been abandoning
for themselves.  ■

Robert L Weinberg 
(PhD Econ 1960) is a former president of the LSE
Students’ Union and of the Bar of the District of
Columbia. He is a retired founding partner of the
Washington law firm Williams and Connolly, where
he practised criminal defence law for 35 years.
This is a condensed version of two articles,
published in the Legal Times of Washington,
2003-04. For a more detailed version, see
www.lse.ac.uk/alumnirelations/news 

A transatlantic contrast

The LSE moot team – see Law highlights, left
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