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A Royal occasion

HRH The Princess Royal officially opened 
LSE’s redeveloped Lionel Robbins Building in
November last year, declaring it a ‘remarkable
building’ and the result of ‘a very bold decision-
making process’.

The Princess, chancellor of the University 
of London, was greeted by the Director and 
Lord Grabiner QC, chairman of the Court of
Governors, before unveiling a plaque and touring
the building which is home to LSE’s Library and
a new Research Lab.

She met students and staff on the tour,
including many of the Library team whom she
commended for ‘moving books not once, but
twice, which was an amazing achievement in
keeping students happy.’

The Princess also praised the School’s
outstanding intellectual reputation, and said that,
with further plans for campus redevelopment,
LSE would certainly ‘cement its international
reputation.’ She added that she felt sure she
would meet more alumni in the future who would
say LSE had changed their lives – with the
redeveloped Library contributing to that process.

More than 250 guests, including students,
staff, alumni and friends of the School attended
the opening ceremony, during which the
Princess Royal spoke to students at work in the
Library, part of which remained open throughout.

The building was redeveloped by architects
Foster and Partners, at a cost of £30m. It is the
first major project completed in the £100m
Campaign for LSE. ■

friends. I would like to leave university with 
some very close relationships.

‘Last term I spent £1,000 on my
accommodation and about £2,000 on eating
and going out. I pay for my accommodation
using my student loan. I use my savings which 
I earned from a summer job before I came to
university. I believe that the money you put in
now is an investment for a great career; after 
you have a good degree you are guaranteed to
get a job that will cover these past expenses.

‘I wanted to stay in London, close to my
family and friends, so I chose all London
universities. The Saturday School programme
has allowed me to achieve a great grade in
maths. I didn’t know that much about LSE
before joining the Saturday School. Every
Saturday I had the opportunity to tour the
university which made me determined to apply.
The open days held by the Saturday School staff
presented me with encouraging reasons to apply
to LSE. Without attending the Saturday School
maybe I would have missed the chance of
coming here. The people at LSE are very friendly,
I have made so many friends during my first
term, and I am continually making friends as
days go past.’

Hazel Pennell, Saturday
School co-ordinator
‘Saturday Schools at LSE
have achieved a great deal
in their short life, thanks to
the enormous contribution

made by our funders, schools and teachers 
and not forgetting, of course, nearly 700
students themselves.

‘Saturday Schools are open to students 
from participating schools and colleges who
meet the following criteria: their parents have 
not been to university in this country; they are
predicted to obtain qualifications below LSE’s
entry requirements; they are committed to
raising their academic achievement. 

‘The first Saturday School at LSE opened its
doors four years ago. The idea was conceived
by two LSE alumnae, Edna Mathieson and
Kathleen Francis, who had been involved in 
a scheme for primary school pupils. The idea
was passed to LSE’s fundraising team and a
funder came forward who wishes to remain
anonymous. From a non-traditional educational
background himself, he wished to help others
gain a place at the School (or similar universities)
by raising their aspirations and helping them
academically.  His funding enabled LSE to
provide the first Saturday School with 50 places.

‘The following year, Saturday School numbers
reached more than 150 with additional funding
from John Lyon’s Charity and the Sutton Trust,
and in this last year topped 300 with a generous
grant from the Goldman Sachs Foundation.’ ■

Is this what matters? A plaque scarred by shrapnel, 
worn like a medal on the old facade, testament 

to the fact that this building remains? Or the way 
it has been remade? The spiral staircase, snake-like 

coils scaled with steps? A field of computer screens 
flowering from desks set between the trunks 

of tall white pillars? The staccato clatter 
of pressed keys and thumbed space bars? 

The chorus of humming computer towers?  
The constant murmur of conversation? 

Or the way sound becomes silence 
beyond the ends of shelves?

Listening to a group of students, their talk 
sliding from dissertations and word counts, 

to globalisation and nation states, 
to how one hadn’t left his house in days,  

and the flowers he’d bought for a girl, I remember 
the end of a term, an essay that demanded 

words I had yet to find. How it seemed important 
to place an orchid on the pages of a book

open in front of the girl I was with, to remind us both 
of a world beyond the library we sat in. 

That speckled, yellow bloom, set glowing 
against the strict order of paragraphs and white space. 

Maybe this is what matters. Not the modern wonder
of lights that follow you down unlit passages 

or windows that open themselves, but dark
marks on carpet tiles, tell tale of foot fall.

A single strand of perfume that runs wild 
in the too-clean air. The broken rhythm 

of date-stamps marking books for return.  
It's not until silence is disturbed 

by the whisper of a turned page, the rasp 
of a cleared throat, or a chair striking 
too hard against the edge of a desk, 

that we know how precious 
such silence really is.

© Jacob Sam-La Rose
Written for the Library at LSE, September 2001

An essay on the nature of the building

Funding partners
LSE’s Saturday, Summer and Winter School schemes are
possible only with the generous financial support of a
number of foundations, individual alumni and donors. LSE,
participating schools and the young people studying at LSE
are immensely grateful to the following funders without
whom these programmes would not have been achieved.

The Goldman Sachs Foundation
The mission of The Goldman Sachs Foundation is to promote
excellence and innovation in education, and to improve academic
performance and lifelong productivity of young people worldwide.
To this end, the Foundation makes substantial investments in
exceptional education initiatives that prepare today’s young
people to become tomorrow’s scholars, leaders, and
entrepreneurs. Funding from The Goldman Sachs Foundation 
has enabled the Saturday School and Winter/Summer School
programmes to double in size in 2001-02.

John Lyon’s Charity
Established in 1578 – John Lyon was the founder of Harrow
School – John Lyon’s Charity is committed to enhancing the
conditions of life and improving the life chances of young
people through education. Grants are made for the benefit 
of young residents from the London Boroughs of Barnet, 
Brent, Camden, Ealing, Hammersmith and Fulham, Harrow,
Kensington and Chelsea and the Cities of London and
Westminster. One of the Charity’s priorities is improved access
to higher education and funds have been provided for bursaries
and scholarships at a number of London colleges. Since 1999,
John Lyon’s Charity has provided a generous three-year
commitment to LSE’s Saturday Schools for state school
students from Brent and Westminster.

The Sutton Trust
Philanthropist Peter Lampl established the Sutton Trust in 1997
with the main objective of providing educational opportunities
for people from non-privileged backgrounds. The Trust has
been funding LSE Saturday Schools for students from
Southwark and Lewisham since 1999-2000. During the 2001-02
year, it has also provided funding to continue a Winter School
for students from Lewisham and Tower Hamlets (originally run 
in December 1999 and funded by Citibank). The Trust is also
planning to fund a Law Winter School in December 2002.

Anonymous and public donors
LSE also gratefully acknowledges the support of anonymous
donors who, since 1998-99, have funded Saturday School
places for state school students from Barking and Dagenham,
and Newham. The Higher Education Funding Council for
England (HEFCE) has also given funding for Summer Schools
for state school students in London. In addition, Waltham Forest
Borough received government funding and approached LSE to
organise Winter Schools in January and December this year,
together with follow up sessions in the summer. 

If you would like to find out more about funding 
widening participation activities, or specifically 
LSE’s Saturday, Winter and Summer Schools, or 
about providing scholarships for future students, please
contact Paula Marshall, Development and Alumni Relations
on +44 (0)20 7955 7451 or email: p.marshall@lse.ac.uk

Tomorrow’s students
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