
He Cannot Marry Her

This research considers the role of
the legal governance of marriage
in conserving and changing
social divisions during a period of
war, exile and fluid elite politics.
Marriage is particularly potent
in its influence on identities as it
allows state-level politics into the
most intimate relationships as
well as governing the legitimacy
and legality of reproduction. War
and exile can remake identities.
In times of war politico-military
elites may try to instrumentalise
identities to build constituencies
that remain loyal despite
turbulent elite alliances. At the
same time, identities are often
internalized, constituted through
habits that remake visions of
divisions and are independent of
such instrumentalisation. This
research looks at example of how
chiefs’ courts through marriage 

laws and norms mediate and
contest ideas of identity in times
of war, including the identity of
the dead. The research is based
on qualitative interviews and
observations of Nuer chiefs’
courts in South Sudanese
refugees in Sudan in 2017 and
2018.
- Naomi Pendle
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Thomas Dai is a cartoonist and 
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‘We are Tired’ a collective of artists 
and activists trying to transform 
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