
Displacement and Return in Central
African Republic
One of the defining features of 
the crisis in the Central African 
Republic (CAR) since 2013 has 
been massive displacement. 
Currently, about a quarter of the 
country’s population is displaced. 
People who have been forcibly 
displaced, whether internally or 
abroad, and people who stayed 
behind this time (but frequently 
have their own memories of 
displacement) provide particular 
kinds of information about war 
and its not particularly peaceful 
aftermath. In this research, 
based on interviews with a 
broad range of people affected 
by displacement, we show that 
Central African views about the 
prospects for peace are deeply 
affected by how displacement has 
shaped tensions over the political 
senses of distribution (who has a 
right to what, and on what basis). 

Who should pay for war, in senses
both material and otherwise, and
who should be compensated?
However, distribution and
belonging are not the issues
prioritized in the aftermath of
war, when elite deals, punitive
justice and technocratic recovery
plans crowd out treatment of the
material justice and belonging
questions that dominate
neighbourhoods. The political
dimensions of material justice in
the aftermath of war require more
thorough treatment, as listening
to people who have experienced
displacement makes abundantly
clear.
- Louisa Lombard, Enrica Picco 
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Didier Kassaï
Didier Kassaï was born in Sibut. 
He studied to become a comic 
artist, first in (Bangui, Libreville, 
Yaoundé and Kinshasa), and later 
in Brussels. In 1999, the work of 
Kassaï appeared at the Gabonese 
festival Journées Africaines de 
la Bande Dessinée. One year 
after that, he contributed to the 
collection album ‘A l’Ombre du 
Baobab’, which was published on 
the occasion of a group exhibition 
at the festival of Angoulême 
(France). He also participated 
in Africa Comics 2003 in Italy 
and in Shege in Cameroon. In 

2006, he won the “Prix africa e
mediterraneo” in Bologne with
Azinda et le mariage force.
He also won the Pan-African
competition ” Vues d’Afrique”
with “Bangui coquette” at the
Angoulême festival. In 2009, he
won the “Prix du meilleur projet,”
for the Best Comicbook project
with Pousse-pousse at the Algiers
festival.
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