
Climate Change Laws of the World

Webinar, 5th June 2017







Main page: http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/legislation

http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/legislation


Interactive country map covering 164 countries:

Hover above a country to see basic information

Small(er) 

countries



Alternatively, select country from the dropdown menu:



Clicking on a country opens a window with key indicators and a link 

to a detailed country profile:



Detailed country profiles: legislative portfolio (laws passed by 

parliaments/national assemblies)



Detailed country profiles: executive portfolio (policies passed by 

governments, the executive branch)



Detailed law/policy profiles: English summaries for 850+ laws



Detailed country profiles: approach to climate change (for 99 

countries only, updated in mid-2015)



Detailed country profiles: selected indicators (emissions and targets)



Detailed country profiles: legislative process (for 99 countries)





A searchable database with over 1200 laws from 164 countries



Search for laws by various indicators



Download and save results:



Litigation search 

Side types: Individual, government, corporation, NGO

Category:
• Cases challenging legislation/policies
• Cases regarding information/disclosure cases
• Cases dealing with Protection/loss and damage
• Cases addressing administrative issues

Climate area: mitigation, adaptation, both

Status: open, closed, appealed



Search for laws by various indicators:



Individual case profiles



Global trends in climate change legislation



Climate legislation in 164 countries in 1997

c. 60 laws 



Climate legislation in 164 countries in 2017 
1200+ laws: A twenty fold increase in 20 years



Annual legislative action up to 2016 
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Annual growth in the number of laws and policies by focus 

area, pre-1994 to 2016 
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Developments since the Paris Agreement

 14 new laws and 33 new executive policies 

related to climate change introduced since 

Paris

 18 of the new laws and policies mainly focus 

on climate change and 4 specifically relate to 

NDCs

 Almost all LDCs address climate change in 

their legislation or policy- captured for the first 

time this year

 More work needs to be done in factoring 

climate change into their development plans 

(42% -20 LDCs have already done so)



Climate Change Laws of the World: a research resource



Bringing attention to neglected areas:

 Number of laws: The UK has 23 climate laws  or 

key policies (Indonesia has 21).

 Gaps in legislating specific sectors

(Source:  Nachmany et al. 2016; emissions data from UK Climate Change Commission 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/charts-data/ukemissions-by-sector/)
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Transportation 
(land)
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24%

15 of the UK’s 23 laws/policies 

address energy supply – a sector 

responsible for a quarter of GHG 

emissions

7 laws/policies address transport , a 

sector responsible for 20% of 

emissions

There are no laws or policies directly 

addressing emissions from agriculture and 

LULUCF, a sector responsible for 8% of 

emissions

UK emissions by sector (2013)

28



And some inspiration and ‘Esprit de corps’

“The hon. Gentleman talked about our country legislating for this area and 

leading alone, but will he peruse the GLOBE International report on 33 

countries, 32 of which are making what I would call progress - I am sure he 

would not - in the area? Britain is not doing things alone; 32 like-

minded countries are passing legislation to similar effect.”

“I do welcome the publication of the climate legislation study. The United 

Kingdom, including many parliamentarians throughout the House, has 

played a leading role in encouraging other countries to enact climate 

change legislation, and it is encouraging to see how many have 

responded.“

(Ed Davey, former UK Secretary of Energy 

and climate change, speaking in the UK 

parliament, February 2014)

(Barry Gardiner MP, speaking in the UK 

parliament, September 2013)



Thank you Grazie -谢谢- Merci – Спасибо - Gracias -
شكرا – Terima kasih - Kiitos -Grazie - ඔබට ස්තුතියි -

Obrigada-ありがとうございました - Danke
Tak - धन्यवाद - شکریہآپ کا  - תודה 

Your input is valuable and very welcome: 

gri.cgl@lse.ac.uk

www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/legislation

mailto:gri.cgl@lse.ac.uk
http://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/legislation

