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Introduction by Eric Martin 
 
Mechanistic explanations constitute a noteworthy departure from appeals to universal 

natural laws. While biological laws have long seemed difficult to come by, working 

out satisfactory alternatives has been an on-going project for scientists and 

philosophers alike.  Of particular interest to the Order Project is the local character of 

mechanistic explanation.  Mechanisms explain, where they do, in particular domains, 

in specific contexts, and in certain organisms. The extent of their reach must be 

determined empirically and depends largely on evolutionary conservation, but in any 

case they are far from earlier deductive-nomological accounts of explanation 

advanced by some logical positivists.  Mechanistic explanations provide an image of 

life sciences that advance by piecemeal understanding of discrete parts of nature.  If 

scientific practice provides our best warrant for belief in nature, then such 

discreteness is precisely the image of nature that the Order Project seeks to 

investigate further. 
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